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Is The Faithful Saint Continually Cleansed 

By The Blood Of Jesus Christ?  

   
First of all, it should be pointed out that the question is self-

contradictory.  How?  It speaks about the blood continually cleansing.  1 

John 1:7 tells us that his blood cleanseth us from sin.  So, if the blood is 

continually cleansing, it is continually cleansing from sin, which means 

that there is sin present that needs cleansing.  That being true, the person 

who is being continually cleansed must be continually sinning.  Now, 

how can a person be called a faithful saint (both terms) while at the same 

time he is continually sinning?  Clearly, the question contradicts itself.  

   

Further, to imply that a Christian is one who continually sins is to 

contradict the Bible.  It says that a Christian does not practice sin (1 John 

3:9, NASB; the same tense and idea is in 3:6 and 5:18).  If a person who 

is continually sinning isn't practicing sin, what on earth would he have to 

do to practice it?  Again, when Paul asks, "Shall we continue in sin?", he 

answers "God forbid" (Rom. 6:1).  According to the position we are 

examining, he should have said, "Not only may we continue in sin, but 

we will be faithful saints while so doing"!  The fact is, this passage and 

others show that sin is not the norm for the Christian, it is the exception.  



   

What is frequently meant by such questions as heads this article is: Is the 

faithful saint automatically cleansed of sins of ignorance and/or 

weakness.  1 John 1:7 is cited to prove that he is.  Not only does 1 John 

1:7 not teach that doctrine, the passage says absolutely nothing per se 

about sins of weakness or ignorance.  It says the blood of Jesus cleanses 

us "from all sin."  Whatever the passage says about sins of ignorance 

and weakness, it says the same thing about sins of rebellion and 

disobedience.  It says "all sin."  But someone might respond (and the 

idea is current), the person under consideration in 1 John 1 is said to 

"walk in the light" and a person who is walking in the light will not be 

guilty of sins of rebellion and disobedience, only sins of weakness 

and/or ignorance.  Who said so?  Did God?  If so, where?  Obviously, a 

person who is guilty of rebellion and disobedience is not "in the light" at 

the point at which he is guilty of rebellion or disobedience, but no sin is 

"in the light."  After all, "God is light and in him is no darkness at all" (1 

John 1:5), and if sin is not darkness, what is?  There is no sin (rebellion, 

disobedience, or whatever) in the light.  

   

Consider another point.  In Hebrews 3:2 God says that Moses was 

"faithful in all his house"; yet at Meribah God said that Moses "did not 

believe in me" (Num. 20:12) and that he "rebelled against my rod" (v. 

24).  Although, in general, Moses was described as faithful, he certainly 

was not faithful there, neither did God approve nor automatically forgive 

him.  Instead, God was wroth (Deut. 3:27) and would not hear Moses, 

but rebuked him.  I cannot conceive of anyone's thinking that he was 

faithful in the point where God said he did not believe, and that he was 

rebellious.  To say otherwise is to say that a person can be full of faith 

(faithful) in a point where he is lacking in faith.  A person might be 

faithful in a number of areas, and yet be unfaithful at some particular 

point, and as it was in Moses' case, a very vital point.  Surely nobody 

would claim that Moses died still impenitent and rebellious about the 

matter but God forgave him anyway.  The idea that the only kinds of 

sins that a faithful Christian (one who walks in the light) commits are 



sins of ignorance and weakness is not taught in the Bible, nor does it 

teach that God automatically forgives those (or any other) sins.  

   

To say that a person is automatically cleansed, like the windshield wiper 

(or that he benefits; i.e., is forgiven, even as he sins), sounds too much 

like the Baptist preacher who said that he could seduce some woman but 

God would work it out for his good (benefit).  It reminds me of the 

Baptist who affirmed in a debate with me that a child of God could get 

drunk, that he could die drunk, and would go to heaven anyway; that a 

child of God could lie, that he could die with a lie on his tongue (as did 

Ananias and Sapphira), and he would go to heaven anyway; that a child 

of God could commit adultery, that he could get killed in the act, and the 

child of God could commit adultery with a person who was not a child 

of God, that both of them get killed in the act, and the child of God 

would go to heaven but the one who was not a child of God would go to 

Hell.  Frankly, it surprised me when he affirmed this publicly and 

openly, but it shocked me to learn that some brethren evidently believe it 

and some teach that which logically leads to the same conclusion.  I did 

not believe it then, and I do not believe it now.  

   

The Bible clearly teaches that a child of God can sin.  John says, "If we 

say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us" (1 

John 1:8).  But it just as clearly teaches that a child of God does not have 

to sin.  In fact, John wrote his first epistle so that his readers would "sin 

not" (2:1).  If a Christian cannot keep from sinning, he has to sin, and 

John wasted his letter.  Such a claim impugns the wisdom of God.  And 

Peter says, "If ye do these things, ye shall never stumble" (2 Pet. 1:10) 

that a child of God can not fall (note the important difference between 

"cannot" [impossible] and "can not" [possible not to]).  He doesn't have 

to fall.  If a Christian must sin ("man, because he is man, sins" is as false 

when taught by "conservative" brethren, as it is when taught by Edward 

Fudge or John Calvin), why does God hold him responsible for doing 

something he could not keep from doing anyway?  Such does away with 

man's being a creature of choice.  Man sins all right enough, not because 

he must sin, but because he chooses to sin, and therefore is guilty.  The 



idea that a faithful Christian saint is continually cleansed because he is 

continually sinning is not in the Bible.  

   

Some have even claimed that when a person unknowingly violates God's 

law, God automatically forgives him (like the windshield wiper), then 

later when man learns that he has broken God's law he must repent, etc.  

Why should he repent?  What does he have to repent of?  After all, if 

God forgave him at the time he sinned, the sin isn't on his record; he 

doesn't need to repent.  What he should do, if the argument is correct, is 

thank God for having already forgiven him without repentance and 

before he ever learned about it!  Still others claim that a person who 

unwittingly violates God's law is not then guilty (they need to read Lev. 

4:13,22,27) but when he later learns that he has violated God's law, if he 

does not then repent, he is guilty.  Among the many problems with this 

argument is, it changes God's definition of sin.  God said, "Sin is the 

transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4).  This doctrine says, "No, this is 

wrong.  

   

Sin is not the transgression of the law.  Sin is the awareness of the 

transgression of the law."  But the Bible doesn't teach that either.  

   

Yes, Christians sin, and God has made provisions for them when they 

do, but he has made no provisions for them to live in sin.  When John 

states that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin, he does what is 

frequently done in the Scriptures - he is simply stating a truth without 

giving all the details of the matter.  Just as Jesus said, "Father, forgive 

them" (Luke 23:34), he did not give any conditions for forgiveness, and 

it was several days later when Peter told them what those conditions 

were (Acts 2:36-38).  So the blood cleanses us from all sin (v. 7), but it 

is verse 9 that mentions one of the conditions man must meet for that 

forgiveness; it does not mention all of them for it says nothing about 

repentance.  That is learned, elsewhere.  The passage also says that we 

must confess our sins.  It does not say we are to confess that we are 

sinners, nor does it say that if we confess that we are sinners, God will 

forgive.  That may or may not be true, but 1 John 1:7-9 does not say so.  



It says that we are to confess our sins to be forgiven.  Instead of teaching 

one to be confident of his salvation and feel secure about it because the 

blood of Christ will automatically or continually cleanse our sins, we 

need to teach people as Peter did Simon, "Repent . . . of this thy 

wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall 

be forgiven thee" (Acts 8:22).  

   

No, the faithful saint is not continually cleansed by the blood of Christ 

because a faithful saint is not continually sinning.  But a saint may be 

often cleansed by the blood, just as often as he meets the conditions 

given by God.  

   
-  Hiram Hutto, 1987 

 

 

 

 

   

Respectable Worldliness  

   

Worldliness is eating us alive.  Like cancer that destroys the organs and 

then the whole body, worldliness is destroying God's people.  Oh, I'm 

not talking about the "ugly" worldliness that involves the forbidden 

things like drinking, cursing, lying and immorality.  There is also 

worldliness that involves things that are not wrong within themselves.  

That makes it "respectable."  As long as what we are doing is not 

forbidden, we feel comfortable in doing it.  Let's explore the thought.  

Demas had a problem with worldliness.  Paul said, "Demas has forsaken 

me having loved the present world" (2 Tim. 4:10).  There is nothing in 

this text to suggest that Demas loved anything that was sinful in and of 

itself.  It was just that his love for the present life (the temporal over the 

spiritual) was misplaced.  His priorities were wrong.  



More and more I'm seeing Christians who wouldn't think of participating 

in the forbidden worldliness like dancing, drinking, or immodesty, but 

are being consumed with another form of the same problem.  Maybe the 

parable of the sower would help us better appreciate the point.  Some 

seed fell among the thorns which represented those who are "choked 

with cares, riches and pleasures of life" (Luke 8:14).  The cares, riches, 

and pleasures are not wrong in themselves, but they crowd out spiritual 

things in our lives.  

The rat race we live in has robbed families of time that they need 

together just to be families.  Our involvement in sports, school activities, 

our jobs, and our care for ourselves at times crowd in on our service to 

God.  Evidence is seen in attendance.  We miss for things that wouldn't 

keep us from work or school.  As I travel in meetings I see more and 

more occasions when the local members don't show up during the 

meeting.  They have other things to do.  

Minor aches and pains keep us away from the service.  If we are tired or 

have a slight sniffle that's enough to not be at worship.  When we keep 

our children home for "sickness" that they themselves know is minor or 

not contagious, they are learning how to be worldly.  

We see this spirit displayed in the apathy that some have.  When our 

care and concern for material things like cars, clothes, houses, and 

money exceeds interest in the gospel and spiritual things, worldliness 

has already taken its toll.  When greater preparation is given to see that 

our children have their homework than to learning their Bibles, worldly 

minded.  

In meetings I'm disappointed to see that members think nothing of 

taking their vacation time during the meeting and miss most, if not all, of 

the services.  We allow our teenage children (whose working is for extra 

spending money) to work and miss services during meetings (to say 

nothing of the regular times on Sunday and Wednesday).  



In some places it is difficult to find a good time to schedule a meeting or 

VBS.  If it conflicts with ball games or other personal plans, attendance 

may be slim or some of the young folks and their parents may be 

frustrated.  

Learning to get our priorities straight would go a long way toward 

solving our problem.  Jesus said, "But seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you" (Matt. 

6:33).  Peter told his readers to "sanctify the Lord God in your heart" (1 

Pet 3:15).  May we grow in our fear of God.  As someone said long ago, 

"The main thing is to keep the main thing, the main thing!"  I say, 

"Amen!"  

-  Donnie V. Rader, 1996  

   

 

 

   

THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Why Jesus 

Christ Came Into The World!” (text: 1 Tim. 1:15-17); Sunday 

evening: “2 Chronicles: Solomon, The Temple, and Judah!”   


