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Is the Pope Peter's Successor? 
 

Recently the world has been flooded with Roman Catholic 

doctrines concerning the papacy, often presented as matters of 

undoubted Scriptural teaching and historical fact. It has been 

repeated times without number that the Pope is the successor of 

Peter as the Vicar of Christ and Head of the Church on earth. This 

proposition is accepted as a matter of faith by perhaps 700 million 

people around the world. It is appropriate at this time that we 

inquire into the credibility of this proposition. As we do so we find 

that there are numerous other propositions implicit in this one. 

 

Before it could be proved that the Pope is the successor of the 

apostle Peter, the following propositions must first be established: 

1. That Christ ordained the office of earthly head of the church, 

a position of authority higher than that of apostle of Christ. 

2. That Peter was chosen by Jesus as that head and was given 

authority over the other apostles. 

3. That the apostles were to have successors. 

4. That the office of "the Bishop," as understood in Catholicism, 

was ordained by God. 
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5. That Peter was to have a successor as head with primacy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

over the other apostolic successors. 

6. That these bishops were to be the successors of the 

apostles. 

7. That Peter was the bishop of Rome. 

8. That the bishops of Rome are Peter's successors. 

9. That the bishops of Rome have been historically head of the 

whole church. 

10. That the Popes are and teach what Peter was and taught. 

11. That the Popes have been and are infallible in teaching. 

 

In contradiction to these propositions, please note: 

Christ is the only head of the church known to Scripture. Christ is 

the head of the body, the church, that in all things He might have 

the preeminence. (Col. 1:18.) The Father gave Jesus to be head 

over all things to the church. (Eph. 1:23.) Christ is the only head 

of the church, just as He is the only Saviour of the church. (Eph. 

5:23.) Just as surely as a body with two heads would be a 

monstrosity, or a wife with two husbands would be a moral 

travesty, that the church does not have two heads is a logical and 

scriptural certainty. No other head of the church is spoken of in 

the Scriptures except Christ. 

 

The office of apostle of Christ is next in rank under Christ, with no 

intervening human, functionary, and the apostles were equal in 

rank and authority. When a list of special functionaries in the 

church is given, the apostleship is at the head of the list, with no 

office between it and Christ. (1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11.) All of the 

apostles were to be guided into all the truth, bind and loose the 

Lord's will on earth, and forgive or retain sins. (John 16:13; Matt. 



18:18; John 20:21-23.) All of the apostles were to be Christ's 

witnesses, share in His sufferings, and figure in the foundation of 

the church and the holy city. (Acts 1: 21-26; 1 Cor. 4:9; Eph. 2:20; 

Rev. 21:14.) In Scripture, there is not one papal throne, but twelve 

apostolic thrones. (Matt. 19:28; Lk. 22:30.) As late as the night of 

Jesus' betrayal the apostles were arguing among themselves 

which was the greatest. Instead of having said before or saying 

on that occasion that it was Peter, Jesus explicitly said there 

would not be any among them who would exercise authority over 

the others. (Lk. 22:25,26; Matt. 20:25, 26.) It is obvious that Peter 

often took the lead among the apostles, and even enjoyed the 

special privilege of preaching the gospel to the Jews and Gentiles 

first (with the keys opened the kingdom of heaven to them), but 

he did not have an office of authority higher than and over the 

other apostles. (Acts 2, 10, 11, 15; Matt. 16:19.) 

 

Neither Peter nor any of the apostles could have successors 

beyond their generation. Peter himself stipulated that a successor 

to an apostle (Matthias to Judas ) had to have been one who had 

travelled with Jesus and was a witness of His resurrection. (Acts 

1:15-26.) Furthermore, an apostle had miraculous powers which 

were the "signs of an apostle," powers and signs no man, 

including the Pope, possesses today. It is physically impossible 

and spiritually unnecessary for anyone today to succeed to the 

unique functions of an apostle of Christ. That work was and is 

complete, and maintains its validity until the end of the world. 

(Matt. 28:20.) 

 

The office of the (monarchial, diocesan) Bishop, as taught in 

Catholicism, is not found in the New Testament any more than the 



office of Pope is found. There are, indeed, bishops (overseers) in 

the New Testament churches, but they were not diocesan 

officials. They are congregational functionaries. The bishops of 

the New Testament (also called overseers, presbyters, elders, 

shepherds, pastors) served as a plural group in each 

congregation. (Acts 14:23; 20:17, 28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Phil. 1:1.) The 

bishops of the New Testament and the bishops of Roman 

Catholicism are not the same, nor the same kind of functionaries. 

And Catholic authorities will sometimes admit as much. In the 

New American Bible (Catholic Version) the note on Titus 1:5-9 

states that the bishops and elders of the New Testament are one 

and the same persons, and that they were not bishops in the later 

sense familiar to Catholicism. And, the bishops of the New 

Testament do not appear as successors of the apostles to 

assume their work, but contemporaries of the apostles doing a 

different work. 

 

The New Testament never certainly places Peter in Rome. I say 

"certainly" because of the moot question as to whether Babylon in 

Peter's first epistle is a figurative expression for Rome, as it 

evidently is in the book of Revelation. (1 Pet. 5:13.) 1 Peter is not 

a highly figurative book, as Revelation is, and it is certainly 

reasonable to believe that Peter, the apostle to the circumcision, 

could have been in Babylon on the Euphrates, an extremely 

important center of Jewish culture during the first century. (Gal. 

1:7, 8.) According to Roman Catholic doctrine, Peter was first 

bishop of the church at Antioch in Syria, then came to Rome in 42 

A.D., and was the bishop of the church there for twenty-five years, 

until his death. However, Paul wrote a letter to the church in 

Rome about 58 A.D. in which he saluted nearly thirty different 



members there but never mentioned Peter. He wrote several 

letters from Rome and never mentioned Peter, either as being 

there or as being bishop there. In fact, such passages as Romans 

1:11 and 2 Timothy 4:11, 16, indicate that no apostle was in 

Rome when Paul wrote Romans nor when he wrote 2 Timothy. 

Peter wrote two letters and made no mention of being bishop of 

Rome. That Peter was the bishop of Rome is a tradition dating 

from the third century, not from the New Testament. A study of 

church history demonstrates that the present authority and 

position of Pope is a centuries-long, post-apostolic development, 

gradually asserted, often rejected, built by audacity, sometimes 

bolstered by admitted forgeries. The Pope of today, a celibate 

priest and bishop, claiming to be the foundation on which the 

church is built and the chief shepherd of Christ's flock, having 

immense resources at his disposal, and accepting the prostrate 

homage of millions, bears practically no resemblance to Peter, a 

married man, a congregational elder, who taught the priesthood of 

all believers and that Christ is the sure foundation and the only 

chief shepherd, who had neither silver nor gold, and refused to 

allow men to prostrate themselves at his feet. (Lk. 4:38; 1 Cor. 

9:4; 1 Pet. 5:1; 2:4-9; 5:4; Acts 3:6; 10: 25,26.) 

 

Jesus never gave Peter primacy over the other apostles and 

made him head over the church. Jesus never gave it; Peter never 

claimed it; the apostles and the church never acknowledged it; the 

Scriptures do not teach it. 

 - Kent Ellis (1979) 

 

 



SPEECH 
 

What a precious gift is speech, the greatest avenue of 

communication.  The power of words is incredible!  And what 

great responsibility we have in the use of our words!  Consider: 

“Listen, for I will speak noble things; And the opening of my 

lips will reveal right things. For my mouth will utter truth; 

And wickedness is an abomination to my lips. All the 

utterances of my mouth are in righteousness; There is 

nothing crooked or perverted in them. They are all 

straightforward to him who understands, And right to 

those who find knowledge.” (Prov. 8:6-9).   
 

One’s speech can be found as truth and righteousness, or it can 

be found as wickedness, crooked, and perverted.  It seems to me 

that man has a great responsibility to distinguish between the two 

opposite kinds and employ only the most excellent.  “Let the 

words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my 

Redeemer.” (Psa. 19:14).  We must not be people who choose 

“filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting” (Eph. 5:4). 
 

Friend, consider your speech.  Make it beautiful.  Use it to guide 

the “Samaritan woman” to the “water of life.”  Let your words 

encourage “the woman caught in adultery” that see can live above 

sin.  Send your words forth as nails that will help others “crucify 

the flesh, with its passions and desires” and allow Christ to live in 

them.  Give your words of confidence to the discouraged and 

downtrodden; uplift them with the great power of your righteous 

words.  Speak the gospel of Christ, “for it is the power of God 



for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16).  What 

powerful vehicles you drive! 

- GFS 

 

 

OUR POWER TOO! 
 

"My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning 

will I direct my prayer unto thee, and look up." (Psalm 5:3).  

Prayer is very difficult.  The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.  

"Praying families" are the result of "praying teachers." Teachers 

must model prayer.  The request of the disciples to Jesus was, 

"Teach us to pray." 

 

Someone shared a tape with me.  This tape featured an older 

person who had given God the first hour of the day for over 50 

years.'  His voice trembled, and my knees knocked!  Thirty 

minutes in Bible study, then thirty minutes in prayer!  I cannot say 

that!  Herein is my greatest failure.  This man saw God before he 

met man.  He solved his daily problems before they arrived.  To 

him, this was the most important hour of the day.'  FIND GOD 

FIRST!  This was the power of Abraham, Moses, David, Daniel, 

Samuel, Paul, and Jesus.  It can be our power, too!     

-  Charles Hodge 

 

THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “In The News: “Duck 

Dynasty!” (text: 1 Cor. 6:9-11); Sunday evening: “Overcoming 

Discouragement!” (Haggai 2:1-9).  
 


