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Convenient Christianity 
 
I believe many in the church have deceived themselves into 
thinking they can have their own “brand” of Christianity. Being a 
Christian is being a Christian is being a Christian. As we peruse 
the New Testament there were not “brands” of Christianity. The 
word Christian means “little Christ” or “Christ imitator.” A simple 
scanning of the gospels (Matthew-John) reveals that there is a 
singular Jesus Christ, thus there can be only a singular 
Christianity. The only “brand” is Christ’s “brand”. 
  
I am not speaking here of denominational-ism, that is another 
matter altogether. I speak of those in the Christ’s church. Sadly, 
there are many doctrinal “ism’s” which result is divisions in the 
body of Christ. Other ism’s which result in different “brands” have 
more to do with personal preferences. Perhaps the most popular 
“brand” of Christianity (I use “Christianity” only in the 
accommodative sense) is the “convenience brand.” 
  
The “Following Jesus” Type 
  
“I don’t want the ‘Jesus Christianity’. All that business of denying 
self, taking up my cross and following Him… Are you crazy? 
Follow Him where? Do you know where He went? Do you know 
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the types of people with whom He associated? No thank you. 
That’s not for me. Give me the convenient brand. That’s what I 
want. I work too hard for my money to give it to the church and to 
those in need. After working all week I need time for myself. Do 
you think I’m making payments on my boat, cabin, r.v., and 
timeshare for nothing? I have to get some use out of them.” 
Perhaps I’m using hyperbole here, but I think we all understand 
the point. 
  
Is the “following Jesus” type of Christianity inconvenient? Perhaps 
it depends on one’s point of view. If I compartmentalize my life 
with the attitude that Jesus doesn’t rule over the whole, but only 
the part I assign to Him (the religion compartment), then yes, true 
“Jesus Christianity” will seem inconvenient. There is, however, 
another viewpoint. 
  
When I see and understand Jesus as my true and legitimate King, 
then nothing I think, say or do in serving Him will be inconvenient. 
He is my King who deserves my worship and adoration, therefore 
it is not inconvenient to assemble with my brothers and sisters in 
Christ to worship Him. He is my King whom I desire to serve 
faithfully. I take every opportunity, therefore, to study His Word 
both publicly and privately. 
  
He is my King and I am His humble subject. Fellow Christians are 
my brothers and sisters who are entitled to my love and service. I 
serve them out of my love for my King and my love for them. 
Visiting them when they are sick, driving them to appointments or 
the assembly, helping them financially or with my labor is not an 
inconvenience. Serving King Jesus and my brothers and sisters is 
Christ is a pleasurable duty and privilege. If I view any of these as 
an inconvenience, perhaps my heart isn’t where it should be, or 
more importantly, perhaps I haven’t put Jesus where He should 
be. He should be… on the throne of my heart. 
  



Miserable Christians 
  
Multitudes today are miserable in their Christianity. Why? The 
answer is really simple. They are trying to get by with “convenient 
Christianity.” Satan has done a masterful job at selling this brand. 
It, in truth, is not really Christianity at all. It is a cheap imitation 
made to look like the real thing. Like so many things, the way to 
tell the difference between the cheap imitation and the authentic 
is to look on the inside. 
  
Inside the true disciple of Christ beats a heart of fervent devotion, 
humility and servanthood. Inside those who practice “convenient 
Christianity” is a heart diseased and divided. It renders its owner 
miserable, discontent and spiritually lukewarm. Be miserable no 
longer! Render full devotion to Jesus and King of your life and 
enjoy the blissful blessings of true discipleship. 

-  Paul Pryor 

 

 

 

 

Want to Learn About the Church? 
 

Why become comfortable with the habit of learning about “the 

church” from what is said by people around you?  If you want to 

know what the church is, then pick up your New Testament and 

read about it for yourself.  Do not allow the divided religious world 

to distort the beautiful description of the church as found in God’s 

word! 

 



Jesus Christ promised to build His church: “… I will build My 

church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” (Matt. 

16:18).  How can I be content without being in the church 

belonging to this divine builder?  Why would I reject it for the 

counterfeit churches built by men, around men, and around the 

doctrines of men?  [Recall the Lord’s warning: “But in vain do 

they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the precepts of 

men.” (Matt. 15:9).]  Christ is “head over all things to the 

church” (Eph. 1:22-23), and as such, men are “in subjection 

under His feet.”  The church is “His body.”  It belongs to Him 

and is directed by Him.  He is “the head.”  In the New Testament, 

congregations were called “the churches of Christ” (Rom. 

16:16).   

 

The church of Christ existed long before the Roman Catholic 

Church or Protestant Denomination.  It was founded in Jerusalem 

on the first Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ (Luke 

24:46-47; Acts 1:8; 2:1-47).  The Apostles of Christ were given 

the authority to persuade men by preaching Christ’s gospel (Mark 

16:15-16), whereupon the choice to receive it or reject it resided 

with the hearers.  Reacting to Peter’s preaching, “… those who 

had received his word were baptized; and that day there 

were added about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41).  What 

phrase would describe these people to distinguish them from all 

others?  “The saved” (Acts 2:40, 47).  To what were they added?  

“The church” (Acts 5:11; 8:1).  Who added them to the church of 

Christ?  “The Lord” (Acts 2:47).  Going forward, were they free to 

invent their own doctrines?  No, “They were continually 

devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 

fellowship” (Acts 2:42).  They were required to “abide in the 



teaching (or doctrine) of Christ” (2 John 9).  “All those who 

had believed were together and had all things in common; 

… Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple …” 

(Acts 2:44, 46).  They had unity, and were “diligent to preserve 

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).  This 

would have been impossible had they preached different 

doctrines and led people to believe they could serve God on their 

own terms.  Members of the body of Christ were identified by 

being called “Christians” (Acts 11:26; 1 Pet. 4:16).  They did not 

wear divisive sectarian names.  Dividing the body was sinful (1 

Cor. 1:10); “there may be no division in the body” (1 Cor. 

12:25).   

 

The members met together “on the first day of the week” in 

order to “break bread” (Acts 20:7; Acts 2:42).  They did not 

diminish the importance of remembering the Lord’s death for their 

sins by observing the Lord’s Supper monthly, quarterly or 

annually.  Each one was instructed by the Apostles to give of their 

means “on the first day of every week” (1 Cor. 16:1-2).  The 

churches were not instructed to raise funds through bake sales, 

car washes or stock investments.  They listened to preaching and 

teaching (Acts 2:40-42; 11:26; etc.).  The gospel of Christ was the 

only doctrine taught (Gal. 1:8-9).  Unheard of were John Calvin’s 

doctrines.  They sang to one another and to God, “teaching and 

admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing …” (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).  They were 

not commanded to play instrumental music in worship.  They 

prayed when they assembled (Acts 2:42; 12:5).   

 



As the church spread, each group of “saints in Christ Jesus” 

had their own “overseers (elders) and deacons” (Phil. 1:1).  

There was no earthly “headquarters” at any location.  The 

preachers were men who embraced the divine directive to 

“contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 

handed down to the saints” (Jude 3).  They taught sinners, 

saying, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38), and 

“be baptized, and wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16).  They 

never told one person that “baptism does not save you.”  They 

taught the direct opposite (see 1 Pet. 3:21). 

 

Friend, if you want to be reconciled to God by the forgiveness of 

sins that you might be saved, it is only found “in one body” (Eph. 

2:16), “the church” (Eph. 1:22-23).  This is the church you must 

find; believe and obey every command of the Lord so that He will 

add you to the church that belongs to Him.  God will bless you in 

that endeavor! 

-  Gary Smalley 

 

 

 

 

They Were All Wrong 
 

A good many years ago a preacher went into a town where there 

was no New Testament church. He preached in a house of 

worship and then in the market place of the city. Soon the 

religious leaders of the city heard him and invited him to address 



them. They thought if his religious claims seemed meritorious to 

them, they would fellowship him. But to their dismay and 

confusion, he preached that they were wrong and he was right; 

that their worship was not acceptable to the God of heaven. He 

preached that the church to which he belonged was the only true 

church of the living God. Such a preacher! Don't you know he hurt 

their feelings? Evidently they were sincere. Surely he could have 

made a nice talk and got away without causing any discord! Who 

was the preacher anyway? His name was Paul, and he preached 

this sermon in Athens. It did cause some stir. It did not please 

those leaders at all. They got up and left before he finished. But 

the sermon pleased God. You can read it in Acts 17. There is no 

room in Christ's church for a compromiser.  

—  Author Unknown 

 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: From the Question Box: 
“What Is Love?” (Text: 1 Cor. 13:4-7); Sunday evening: “How To Be A 
Good King!” (Text: Deut. 17:14-20). 
 
GOSPEL MEETING 2015: Our Gospel Meeting is scheduled for July 19-
24, with Jerry Crolius, of Conway, AR, preaching.   
 


