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MAN'S UNCHANGING NEED 
 

This is a changing world. One fourth of all the people who ever 

lived are alive today. With every pulse-beat the population of the 

world increases by one. Ninety percent of all the scientists who 

ever lived are alive now, and creating change is the work of 

scientists. Time does not wait for anybody. It leaves behind those 

who do not keep step. Styles, political ideas, and scientific 

theories are subject to change. Religious denominations revise 

their creeds. We are in the age of the atom, jet engine, space 

travel, mass communication, and medicines so new and powerful 

that they are called miracle drugs. 

 

All changes are not evil or destructive. Some things need 

changing. Many modern discoveries and scientific 

accomplishments are a blessing to all mankind. They enable man 

to live a better life, accomplish more, alleviate suffering and 

prolong life itself. 

 

But the exercise of human wisdom can be dangerous. The 

amazing accomplishments of man within the past few decades 
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(based upon the cumulative knowledge of all men of all ages) 

have caused some to conclude that man has changed, and that 

he has modern answers to life's most perplexing questions and 

scientific solutions to all problems. They should remember that 

while men were walking on the moon they had the same basic 

needs which they had on earth. What was unavailable there had 

to be supplied from earth—man's God-given home. 

 

Let us approach this subject, and establish truth according to the 

Scriptures, by asking and answering some simple questions: 

 

Has Man Changed? 

No, not really. Men have the same desires and dislikes, virtues 

and vices, strength and weakness, sin and righteousness in all 

ages. Our needs are unchangeable. We need so little — and for 

such a short time! Our Creator knows us - and our need. You may 

study men of all ages from both secular and sacred history and 

you will find the same basic characteristics in all. The man in the 

space-ship is the same man who followed the ox cart. 

 

What Does Man Need? 

From a temporal or physical consideration, he needs food, 

clothing, shelter, love, companionship, a sense of responsibility, 

and a goal. This has always been true. 

 

But man has a need far greater than the material and transitory 

things of earth. He needs salvation, spiritual guidance, a clear 

conscience, and a right relationship with God. It is to this need 

that we now address ourselves in this study, for this is the area in 



which many people feel that there must be constant change and 

revolution. 

 

Has God Changed? 

No. He is still omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent. The God 

Whom we now serve is the one Who talked with Adam and Eve, 

Noah, Abraham, Moses, and now speaks to us through His Son 

Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:1-2). "For I am the Lord, I change not." (Mal. 

3:6). 

 

Has Satan Changed? 

No. He works the same as always. "He that committeth sin is of 

the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 

purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy 

the works of the devil." (1 John 3:8). John also says of him, "he 

was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth." 

(John 8: 44). The apostle Paul spans all time from Christianity to 

Eden when he warns, "But I fear, lest by any means, as the 

serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should 

be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ." (2 Cor. 11:3). 

Peter warns us in these words, "Be sober, be vigilant; because 

your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 

whom he may devour." (1 Pet. 5:8). 

 

Has Sin Changed? 

The Bible defines sin as transgression of God's law. (1 John 3: 4). 

Every sinful person from Adam until now has sinned in the same 

manner — by transgressing the law of God applicable to him. 

Paul described the general nature and practice of mankind by 

saying, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 



(Rom. 3:23). God has changed His laws from time to time as He 

desired (Heb. 7:12), but all men have been under law from God 

and have sinned when they were disrespectful and disobedient. 

 

Have the Avenues of Sin and Temptation Changed? 

No. Man is tempted and transgressed the law of God through one 

or more of three avenues, the lust of the eye, lust of the flesh, or 

the pride of life. "And when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food [lust of the flesh], and that it was pleasant to the 

eyes [lust of the eye], and a tree to be desired to make one wise 

[pride of life], she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 

also unto her husband with her, and he did eat." (Gen. 3:6). There 

you have it. The devil tempted Jesus through the same avenues 

by commanding that He turn stones into bread [lust of the flesh], 

deliver himself from the pinnacle of the temple [pride of life], and 

by showing Him the world [lust of the eye]. (Matt. 4: 1-10). John 

shows that this is true for all time when He says, "For all that is in 

the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." (1 John 

2:16). 

 

Has the Gospel Changed? 

If man has not changed, and his spiritual disease and its source 

have not changed, why change the remedy? Since "that which is 

perfect" has come, we need not look farther. The gospel is still 

God's power to save just as it was on Pentecost and since that 

time (Rom. 1:16), and it will save every man and woman on earth 

who will obey it. (Heb. 5:8, 9). As was true "at the beginning" on 

Pentecost (Acts 11:15), all who will believe in Jesus, repent, and 

be baptized for the remission of sins, will be saved and added by 



the Lord to His church. (Acts 2: 36-47). All such will be saved 

through the power of the incorruptible seed which "liveth and 

abideth for ever." (1 Pet. 1:22, 23). 

 

Let us not be in a continual search for something new, as were 

the Athenians. Rather, let us trust Him Who has supplied our 

every need for life and salvation both now and forever. He who 

knows the end from the beginning (Acts 15:18) can perfect a plan 

of salvation for all men for all time to come. The blood of Christ 

still saves (1 John 1:7); it is applied the same way (Rom. 6:3, 4); 

eternal life is a gift (Rom. 6:23) upon conditions that please Him 

(Rom. 9:19-24); the church, the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22, 23), is 

the saved of the earth and is fulfilling its divinely-authorized 

mission of preaching the gospel, edifying itself and caring for its 

needy. Thank God that this is so!  

- Eugene Britnell 

 

 

 

Back to the Bible 
 

This would perhaps imply that we had been to the Bible at one 

time, and had departed from it, and were now endeavoring to get 

back to it. I do not know that any of us have ever been to the Bible 

in everything and in every way. To say that we as individuals or 

as groups, or congregations have ever been completely and 

perfectly on the Bible in theory and practice — to make such a 

claim is equivalent to claiming that we have been perfect. This is 

not to be expected of weak and imperfect humanity. The plan of 



salvation is perfect, for it was given by the Lord, a perfect being. 

As human beings we have no right to ask people to come to us, 

but we have the right to ask all to come with us to the New 

Testament teaching on all things that "pertain unto life and 

godliness." (2 Pet. 1:3). 

 

We may be right, but we can be wrong. The Bible is right, and 

cannot be wrong. We may as weak human beings wobble some 

in our efforts to follow the teaching of the Bible, but with all of our 

weaknesses we have a fixed star — God's Word — which is 

complete, and it changes not. We do not have to go back to 

Alexander Campbell or to any other man to get right on the 

question of Christianity; but we do have to go to the Word of God; 

both in doctrine and practice, to be right with God. Some say that 

Martin Luther was a reformer. His effort was to reform the 

Catholic Church, and the effort of Alexander Camp-bell was to 

restore the teaching of the Bible; but I believe that one can be a 

Christian while he lives and go to heaven when he dies, without 

ever knowing that either of them ever lived — if he knows that 

Jesus Christ lived and died, and that He gave through the 

apostles the New Testament as His complete will to man. It is, 

therefore, not to go back to Campbell, or back to Luther, but back 

to the Bible. If a thing is right, it was right before either Campbell 

or Luther taught it, and it is right if they did not teach it.  

-  F. B. Srygley, 1938 

 

 

 

 



Truth's Narrow Door 
 

Jesus said, "Strive to enter in by the narrow door." (Luke 13:24, 

A.S.V.) Truth is always narrow. This is true of all truth. Two plus 

two equals four. Of all the answers that might be given as the sum 

of two plus two, only one is right. A person who accepts the 

correct answer is necessarily "narrow-minded" — just as narrow 

in mind as the truth. Religious truth is also narrow. Whatever 

Christ teaches is truth and however "broad-minded" one may be, 

it will not change that fact. One's mind should be only broad 

enough to accept whatever is true and it should be narrow 

enough to exclude whatever is not truth. When two things 

contradict, one or both are false. Truth does not contradict itself. 

The man who tries to accept all teaching in religion as "all right" if 

sincerely believed, would be a fool if he so acted in any other 

realm. Why does religion make it different?  

—  Earl Kimbrough 

 

 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Jesus, The Humble Servant!” 
(Text: Matt. 20:20-28); Sunday evening: “Praiseworthy Actions!” 
 
GOSPEL MEETING 2015: Our Gospel Meeting is scheduled for July 19-
24, with Jerry Crolius, of Conway, AR, preaching.   
 


