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Standing in the Gap 
 

In Ezekiel 20:1-ff, some of the elders of Israel in Babylonian captivity 

approach the prophet in order to inquire concerning their future. For two 

years Ezekiel has been underscoring that God is about to bring horrific 

devastation upon Jerusalem. In His response, God again notes the nation’s 

consistent rebellion and impending doom (Ezek. 20-23). He condemns their 

total depravity (from prophets to priests to princes to people - Ezek. 22:23-

31), and offers in verse 30 a depressing commentary upon His final 

determination to consume them - "I sought for a man among them who 

would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, 

that I should not destroy it; but I found none." 

 

The image here is powerful, though somewhat lost upon us with our 

modern understanding of warfare. In a walled city under siege, as gaps 

appeared due to the attack, brave men would place themselves in grave 

danger by filling the gaps, becoming a living and fighting part of the wall. 

No doubt such heroism demanded one who was strong, courageous, 

sacrificial, and completely devoted to his people. In Psalm 106:23, this 

same image is used of Moses as He "stood before Him in the breach" to 

plead with God that He might not destroy Israel due to the construction of 

the golden calf (Ex. 32:10-14). In defense of "Your people," Moses went so 

far as to offer his own salvation in return for God's forgiveness (Ex. 32:31-

33). In this, the great lawgiver manifested the same disposition that we see 
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in others who were moved to action by the threat of destruction. Abraham 

interceded with God for the sake of Lot (Gen. 18:20-ff) and David begged 

that God redirect His anger as the king saw "these sheep" dying from a 

plague that he had prompted (2 Sam. 24:17). One of the consistent 

qualities of the great leaders of God's people has been their devotion to 

those people - a love willing to sacrifice self and stand in the gap so as to 

prevent their destruction. The ultimate example of such is Jesus Christ 

"who suffered for us...who Himself bore our sins in His own body" (1 Pet. 

2:21-24) and delivered us from death, darkness, and "the wrath to come" (2 

Cor. 1:9; Col. 1:13; 1 Thess. 1:10). In fact, it is this "wrath to come" that 

makes the image so powerful. And so compelling. 

 

There is the temptation to find in Ezek. 22:30 an application regarding our 

battle against sin, evil, and darkness. Paul employs the figure of warfare 

repeatedly as he urges God’s people to stand opposed to Satan (2 Cor. 

10:3-ff; Eph. 6:10-ff; 1 Thess. 5:5-ff; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:3-ff; etc.). As we 

look at the digression of the world around us, we are confronted daily with 

the onslaught of the enemy. Honesty is compromised; immorality is 

pervasive; selfishness abounds; loyalty, compassion, and neighborhood 

are dissolving; violence seems to be swelling; self-control, sacrifice, and 

mercy are hard to find. As people of God engaged in spiritual warfare, we 

may repeatedly need to "stand in the gap" as others in our community or on 

our job or at our school berate and malign the truth and our God. Certainly 

there is the need for courageous disciples who will defend God's will from 

all who attack it (2 Cor. 10:4-5). But I'm not at all sure that such is God's 

point here. 

 

The threat in the image before us is from God Himself. It is His destruction 

that Ezekiel is relating (v. 31), and God is searching for someone who will 

"stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land that I should not destroy 

it." God's own people had lost their sense of identity; they had forgotten 

their Maker and Deliverer; they had ignored His will and perverted His 

worship; and even the leaders of His people (prophets, priests, and kings) 

had become corrupt. Now God was determined to destroy the very people 

that He had taken for His own and He is disappointed that there is no one 



who will stand up to Him on their behalf. Sure, there were a few righteous 

men, but too few were "sighing and crying over all the abominations" of 

Jerusalem (Ezek. 9:4). Scarce was the brave man who stood up to the 

ungodliness of his people and called them back to God - who cared enough 

to attempt to stop divine wrath. Such was God's criticism of the false 

prophets of the day - "You have not gone up into the gaps to build a wall for 

the house of Israel" (Ezek. 13:5). 

 

God's people today need courageous men who are willing to stand up to 

the digressions, perversions, and corruptions that face disciples. We need 

men who are willing to speak the truth; to call God's people to repentance; 

to "make a wall" when compromise comes or problems arise. God calls us 

to His will, His aims, His life, regardless of the cultural demand for toleration 

or the religious world's influence toward any provision that attracts bigger 

numbers. Local churches need elders and preachers and godly men and 

women to circumvent the wrath of God upon His own people by calling us 

constantly to what is right - no matter the consequence, the sacrifice, or the 

perception. Are we turning a blind eye to the problems of divorce, of 

immodesty, of covetousness, of temporality? God made pointed threats to 

His people in Asia Minor due to their failings and their unwillingness to 

address such (Rev. 2-3). Devastating consequences await all men as we 

face "the wrath to come" (1 Thess. 1:10). Christ indeed delivered us from 

such. But in our age of political correctness, doctrinal dilution, and religious 

marketing, will God find us willing to "make a wall, and stand in the gap"? 

 

- Russ Bowman, via Biblical Insights, April, 2015 

 

Bitterness 
 

Perhaps, the aftermath of a church fuss brings no greater evil 

than the bitterness in the hearts of some of those involved. Often 

times it matters not whether a brother was contending for the right 



or the wrong, he lets Satan fill his heart with bitterness against his 

foes. As long as this condition exists reconciliation is impossible. 

 

Bitterness is a cancer of the soul, which eats away all that is high 

and holy. Paul admonished the Ephesians: "Let all bitterness, and 

wrath, and anger, and clamour, and eviI speaking, be put away 

from you, with all malice; And be ye kind one to another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 

sake hath forgiven you." (Eph. 4:31-32). When one has been 

deeply hurt, if he broods over it long, he is apt to become 

embittered. Some times his bitterness extends beyond the one 

who injured him to society as a whole. This is a worse sin than the 

injury he received. Therefore, Paul said, ''Let all bitterness ... be 

put away from you." 

 

Bitterness is one of the hazards which we have to guard against 

while engaging in a hard battle for the truth. Especially is this true 

when the struggle is within the church. As long as brethren bring 

in their innovations, or insist on living in sin, these battles have to 

be fought. But when we are slandered, persecuted, and 

mistreated because we have stood for that which is right, we must 

not allow ourselves to become bitter against anyone. Bitterness is 

so deceitful it is often mistaken by its victim for zeal for the truth. It 

has a way of making its victim think he is contending for the faith, 

when in actuality he is slandering his brother for whom Christ 

died. Just mention his opponent's name, and the one possessed 

with bitterness will spray you with a deluge of verbal venom. 

 

Bitterness will cause one to lie (Rom. 3:13-14); it will even cause 

one to lie against the truth according to James 3:14. Why? 



Because the one possessed with bitterness cannot see the truth 

in all of its beauty for he looks at it through jaundiced eyes. 

 

Many great men, preachers of power, and faithful saints of God 

have been destroyed because they let Satan fill their hearts with 

bitterness, and they refused to put it away as the Scripture 

instructed them to do. Asa, a great king, let bitterness mar an 

almost perfect life (2 Chron. 16:12). Don't let this happen to you; I 

must guard against it too. 

 

Bitterness can be put away. God doesn't require the impossible of 

His children. Jesus said: "Love your enemies, bless them that 

curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 

which despitefully use you, and persecute you." (Matt. 5:44). The 

man who does this will put away all bitterness, for it cannot live in 

a heart that is filled with love. 

-  Walter N. Henderson 

 

The Jerusalem Church 
 

The Jerusalem church attended to its own affairs. It did not try to 

run the government, nor all the clubs and educational institutions. 

It preached the gospel to sinners, and looked after the needs of 

its members. The members needed teaching - they received the 

needed teaching. The, poor needed help - help was given them. 

 

The amazing growth of the church was not due to the government 

favors, for the government was against them. It does not seem 

that the church had any members of great worldly importance. If 



so, they had no more attention than the poorest of members. If 

they had any great wealth, no record is made of it. They preached 

the gospel and lived it. Their preaching was not nullified by the 

conduct of ungodly members. Their preaching was not nullified by 

internal strife and confusion, as is often done now. Will churches 

of today ever learn the secret of success? 

-  R. L. Whiteside 

 

> “You can never get ahead of someone as long as you are 

trying to get even with him!” 

 

> “We must ourselves believe the things we tell our children!”  

 

> “Truth loses its power and beauty when colored!”  

 

> “The person who only samples the word of God occasionally 

never develops much taste for it!” 
 

 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning and evening: “Heart-Searching 
Questions from the Son of God!” (text: Matt. 16:13-17). 
 
 


