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SEVEN THINGS THAT WILL HELP 
YOU GROW SPIRITUALLY 

 

1 - LIVE and WORK to reach others each day as if you knew the 

world were going to come to an end next Sunday night. Think of 

that feeling of urgency and priority! (Read 2 Peter 3:1-12). 

 

2 - BE AS ENTHUSIASTIC about the church and its services as 

you would be if there were an overflowing crowd each time. Think 

of the interest, anticipation, and excitement of an overflow crowd! 

 

3 - COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS. Make a list of the things you are 

thankful to God for and thank Him for them one by one as you 

pray in your closet. This will help you to be grateful (Philippians 

4:6). It will also help you to realize your dependence on God (Acts 

17:24-25, 28; John 15:5). 

 

4 - MAKE & MAINTAIN A LIST OF YOUR FAULTS. And pray for 

forgiveness and help to overcome them as you truly strive to 
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overcome them. This will help us see that we are really not as 

good as we think we are and how very much we really do need 

Christ for Savior. It will also help you to sympathize with the faults 

of others (James 5:16; Galatians 6:1). 

 

5 - KEEP A QUIET TIME. Set aside 30 minutes every day to 

spend with God in prayer, Bible study, and meditation. If you 

really love someone or a game you want to spend some time with 

them. Just so, if you truly love God you want to spend some time 

alone with Him. (Psalms 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Luke 18:1). 

First century Christians kept an “hour of prayer” (Acts 13:1). 

 

6 - VISIT SOMEONE FOR CHRIST EACH WEEK. Visit some 

member you do not know very well; or a sick person; or a visitor 

to our services; or a weak member who needs encouragement; or 

someone who needs to become a Christian. 

 

7 - REACH ANOTHER PERSON (RAP). Conduct a Bible class in 

your home once a month and invite your relatives, friends and 

neighbors to attend. The preacher or elders will assist you if you 

want them to (Matt. 5:12-15; James 5:20; Daniel 12:3). There are 

168 hours in a week. If you were to attend Bible Study, morning 

worship, and evening worship on Sundays and Bible study on 

Wednesday, and 30 minutes 6 days a week in Bible reading, 

prayer, and meditation, and conduct an hour long study once a 

month, you would be giving God less than 10 hours a week, 

leaving you 158. 

-  Grover Stevens 

 



Camouflage 
 

Camouflage: — “A means of concealment that creates the effect 

of being part of the natural surroundings.” Someone recently 

wrote, “This is an age of camouflage. The world is full of pretense. 

From pink-tea politeness to imitation pearls and complexions, 

things are not what they seem. Almost everything is adulterated. 

We have adulterated food and clothes, synthetic tires and artificial 

flowers, to say nothing about teeth and hair. Butter is now so 

artistically made it would deceive a cow.” 

 

This is another way to deal with hypocrisy. Hypocrisy comes from 

a Greek word, hupocrisis. It means, “The feigning of beliefs, 

feelings and virtues that one does not possess.” Jesus left no 

doubt as to the eternal destiny of those guilty of hypocrisy. The 

only instance of it in the Old Testament is in Isaiah 32:6 where it 

is translated practicing profaneness. 

 

Jesus warned his disciples to beware of the “leaven of the 

Pharisees, which is hypocrisy” (Luke 12:1). This was at a time 

when throngs of people followed him. Luke says there were so 

many that they were trampling on each other (NIV). But for some 

reason, he gave the warning “first of all to his disciples.” With the 

exception of Judas, I always think of the disciples Jesus chose as 

pretty good people. If he felt they needed this warning about 

hypocrisy, I am sure we need it now. 

 

Wasn’t it Shakespeare who wrote, “All the world's a stage, And all 

the men and women merely players: They have their exits and 

their entrances; And one man in his time plays many parts.” We 



can all wish no hypocrisy exists among us. But, unfortunately, that 

is not true. To pretend to be a genuine child of God while living a 

life that is a discredit to our Lord is hypocrisy and sin. 

 

Once in a while, while talking to someone about becoming a 

member of Christ’s church, we hear, “There are too many 

hypocrites in the church.” I don’t know about the number of 

hypocrites, but I sure can’t deny it. One is tempted to say, “Well 

come on in, there’s room for one more” — but not actually say it. 

 

It certainly behooves every member of the church to think about 

this. I don’t want to hinder anyone from coming to salvation. “May 

those who hope in you not be disgraced because of me, O Lord, 

the LORD Almighty; may those who seek you not be put to shame 

because of me, O God of Israel” (Psalm 69:6). 

- unknown 

 

 

 

The Continuity of the Word of God 
 

Jesus promised the world that God’s revealed will, through Him, 

would never pass away. “Heaven and earth shall pass away; but 

my words shall not pass away” (Mark 13:31). The word translated 

pass away is the same word found in 2 Pet. 3:10, “... the heavens 

shall pass away.” Christ’s words are eternal. They are the life 

giving words that produce spirit and life (John 6:63). Peter said 

this same word has been preached and is an everlasting 



message, the incorruptible seed that conceives a newborn child of 

God (1 Cor. 4:15; 1 Pet. 1:23). In the same context Peter says it is 

the word that “abideth forever” and affirms that it is the same 

gospel, which was preached by the apostles of Christ (verse 25).  

 

In the parable of the sower, Jesus said the seed is the word of 

God (Lk. 8:11). Matthew’s account calls this “the word of the 

kingdom” (Matt. 13:19). It is the indestructible and infallible word 

that produces the kingdom. Catholicism errs by affirming that the 

church produces and preserves the word of God. The opposite is 

true. The first century church fell away from her original purity. 

Paul was deeply concerned that the church might fall into the 

snare of Satan and become corrupt (2 Cor. 11:1-4). Corruption, 

Paul declared, would come when someone preached another 

Jesus, another gospel, which he also said would bring God’s 

anathema (Gal. 1:6-9).  

 

R.P.C. Hanson thinks Catholics tend to harp too much on the 

continuity of the church while Protestants give it too little 

significance. He opposes the idea that the church, in order to 

have continuity, must simply be faithful to the Scripture, for he 

alleges that had there been no church to preserve, copy, print, 

circulate, and teach the Scriptures, there would be no Scriptures. 

(The Continuity of Christian Doctrine, Seabury Press, New York, 

1981, page 64.) But the church is not the incorruptible and 

indestructible element in what God has designed to remain when 

all else passes away. It is the word that will remain when all else 

perishes. As long as there is the seed, the word of the kingdom of 

God, the Lord’s church and kingdom stand. That can only be said 

so long as the church remains loyal to the truth of Scripture. 



History, both secular and sacred, records the departures of those 

professing to be the church and argues against the opinion that 

the continuity of the church insures continuity of the word of God. 

The exact opposite is true.  

 

“The words of the Lord are pure words, As silver tried in a furnace 

of earth, refined seven times, Thou, O Lord, wilt keep them. Thou 

wilt preserve them from this generation forever” (Psalm 12:6-8). 

- unknown 

 

 

 

“WANTED: DEPENDABLE PERSON” 
 

In virtually every classified section of the newspaper, we find 

some employer advertising for a “dependable person” to occupy 

some position of trust and responsibility. I have talked with many 

business owners who state that finding employees they can count 

on is their number one problem. No organization can succeed 

without dependable personnel. The lazy, irresponsible, hit-and-

miss type is a shame to his company and hinders its 

effectiveness.  

 

It is equally true that the local congregation cannot be an effective 

organization unless it consists of “dependable” Christians; that is, 

members who will shoulder their responsibilities along with the 

rest and cooperate to fulfill the mission of the church. While the 

Bible does not use the word “dependable,” it does use equivalent 

terms such as “steadfast” and “zealous” (see 1 Corinthians 15:58; 



Titus 2:14, etc.). Every Christian should be characterized by these 

terms. He should be one who can be “counted on” at all times.  

 

The sad, but true, fact of the matter is, however, that many 

congregations have a percentage of undependable members: 

members who couldn’t hold down a job for a week if they 

conducted themselves toward their work like they do toward the 

church and its work. Let’s look at a few examples:  

 

Most congregations adopt a particular series of studies for their 

Bible classes. This is to facilitate the edification program of the 

church. Members of the church need to be instructed in the 

knowledge of the Bible. But the effectiveness of the Bible classes 

and any sermon series is compromised because of those 

members who are present only now and then, and thus fail to 

receive the overall benefit from the series of lessons. To have a 

thoroughly effective edification program, we need members 

whose presence we can depend upon.  

 

The Bible authorized a pooling of resources of the members on 

the first day of the week in order to facilitate the work of the 

church (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). Obviously, any kind of budget or 

planned expenditure of funds from the church treasury depends 

upon the consistent, generous contribution of the members. The 

church needs members who are dependable in their contribution. 

We need those who not only are generous, but can be depended 

upon to plan ahead and give regularly. Because of some who give 

on an irregular, inconsistent basis, important work of the church 

must be curtailed, plans left unfulfilled, work not completed.  

 



The sum of all that we are trying to say is simply this: the church 

of our Lord needs each member to be dependable in shouldering 

our responsibilities; more dedicated in our efforts to put the 

kingdom of God foremost in our lives.  

-  Bob West 

 

 

 

 

> “The legalized liquor business is the tragedy of our 

civilization. Alcohol is the greatest and most blighting 

curse of our modern civilization. The liquor seller is simply 

and only a privileged malefactor – a criminal.” – Abraham Lincoln 

 

> “A smile is the most important thing you can wear!”  

 

> “A humble talent that is used is worth more than genius that 

is idle!”  

 

> “What lies behind us and what lies before us are small 

matters compared to what lies within us!” 

 

> “Life with Christ is an endless hope; without Him it is a 

hopeless end!” 
 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Perfect “How To” Book!” 
(2 Pet. 1:19-21); Sunday evening: “Eight Reasons Not To Worry!” (text: 
Matt. 6:24-34).  


