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The Power of Simplicity 
 
Jesus Christ had a deep appreciation for simple things. His teaching was 

profound, but always simple. He reached the hearts of His hearers, not with 

high-sounding philosophical jargon, but with illustrations and "to the point" 

teaching. He could see in a farmer sowing his seed, or a lily showing forth 

its beauty, or a shepherd leaving his flock to seek one lost sheep, or a 

loving father welcoming a wayward son, a lesson that could teach some 

spiritual truth. 

 

His apostles were chosen from the humble class. He could appreciate 

people, not for what they possessed, but for what they were; and, in some 

cases, not for what they were, but for what they could become. He 

recognized true quality, and true quality is often found in the simple and 

humble. 

 

The worship He ordained was simple in nature. "Now on the first day of the 

week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul... spoke to 

them ..." (Acts 20:7). Even the poorest could worship, for all that was 

required of a material nature was a little bread and fruit of the vine. Those 

of little talent could worship, for God was listening in view of the heart 

rather than the beauty of the voice. 

 



He authorized a simple organization for His church, with each congregation 

appointing its own bishops and deacons (Philippians 1:1). There were no 

denominational associations, conferences, or synods. There were no inter-

church organizations or societies. Yet, through the simple organization 

given the church by the Lord, the world of the first century was thoroughly 

evangelized and the needy among them provided for. The Lord knew that 

success in His work would not be brought about through complexity of 

organization, but through dedication, faith, and commitment on the part of 

His followers. We make a terrible mistake when we try to substitute the 

former for the latter. 

 

Why this simplicity? "That no flesh should glory in His presence" (1 

Corinthians 1:29). The complex systems which men devise tend to bring 

glory to themselves rather than to God.  To return to the simplicity which 

our Lord ordained might not be impressive to the worldly-minded, but, then, 

Jesus Himself is not very impressive to the worldly-minded. Besides, our 

purpose is not to impress the worldly-minded, but to please God and bow in 

submission to His will. Let us do away with our super projects and complex 

systems. Let us learn to appreciate simple teaching and simple ways. 

Above all, let us learn to appreciate Bible teaching and Bible ways. 

 

Someone has said: "How foolish we are to think that God will be impressed 

with our voices when we sing; after all, He hears the angels sing! How 

foolish to think He will be impressed with our cathedrals; remember, He 

made the Grand Canyon!" What He is seeking for is a heart that is pure, 

loving, and obedient to His will. And that's simple. 

- Bill Hall 

 

 

Comfort Zone Christians 
 
It is said that "He who aims at nothing will hit it," and "He who has no goal 

in mind will get there fast." I wonder, in the realm of Christianity, how many 

of us go through our lives as Christians with no goals, no objectives, and no 



plans? "Comfort Zone Christians" is a term that is growing in popularity 

which describes this behavior, and I believe that many of us fit into this 

category. 

 

Why do I believe this? For the simple fact that it's easy to just do as you 

please if you have no objectives, goals, or plans in life. No plans means no 

failures! What an easy life! Thus with this attitude everything is nice and 

safe within our "Comfort Zone." But is that where Jesus wants us to be? Oh 

yes, He did say in Matthew 11:28, "Come unto me...and I will give you 

rest." But I really don't think He meant for us to just "kick back and get 

comfortable" (cf. 2 Timothy 3:12). Rest assured my brethren, one is not 

going to suffer any form of persecution while in their "Comfort Zone." I 

believe that God expects us to reach out beyond our private domain. 

 

Let me illustrate with the following example. When a baby eagle is left in its 

nest, it is in its "Comfort Zone." In order for it to learn to fly, it must leave its 

"Comfort Zone." Often, the mother eagle will begin to pull the feathers from 

the bottom of the nest, leaving the baby eagle sitting on the hard, sharp 

sticks that make up the nest. Get the picture? Many of us are like that baby 

eagle. We snuggle down into our padded pew, we get comfortable and 

don't want to go out into the real world. What would happen to that eagle if 

it never left its nest? It would live and die never knowing the thrill of flight, 

never reaching its potential (cf. Revelation 3:1). It's sad to say, but it's worth 

repeating, many of us are like that baby eagle. We'll never know the thrill of 

flight because we never leave the nest. We'll never reach our potential, or 

even know what it is, because we won't leave our "Comfort Zone." 

 

Then Peter left the boat and walked to Jesus on the sea (Matthew 14:22-

31), he had to leave his "Comfort Zone." How many of us would get out of 

the boat and go to Jesus if He would bid us to come? Now, before you 

answer that too quickly, consider the fact that He commanded us to "Go out 

into the highways and hedges and compel them to come in, that my house 

may be filled" (Luke 14:23). Jesus didn't ask us to walk on water, just to go 

out and invite them to come in. But when going out and ministering to 



people is suggested, some react with excuses as if you had asked them to 

walk on water! 

 

Brethren, we need to realize that the boat we must come out of is our 

"Comfort Zone"; the water we must walk on is the unsure ground of a new 

experience. This may be a hard road for some to conquer, and some of you 

may be thinking, "I'll never be able to conquer that road." If this is your 

thinking, let me remind you of something. A long, long time ago, this same 

Jesus had to conquer the road that led to Golgotha, "that is to say, a place 

of a skull" (Matthew 27:33). In conquering that road, He has afforded you 

and me the hope of conquering the road that leads to heaven. But in order 

to conquer that road we must leave our "Comfort Zone." If this means "out 

of our seats and into the streets," then let's go! Remember, Heaven will 

surely be worth it all! 

- Jim Lee 

 

 

Why Capital Punishment, but not Abortion? 
 

Many feel that those who are anti-abortion and pro-capital punishment are 

grossly inconsistent. But is that true? An explanation is found in the matters 

of guilt or innocence and the "sword" of the government. First let us 

consider the matter of guilt or innocence. Does it make a difference 

whether a person is innocent or guilty, as to the justification of being put to 

death? The thief on the cross thought so (Luke 23:39-41). One of the seven 

things that are an abomination to God is the shedding of innocent blood 

(Proverbs 6:17).  

 

On the other hand, there is a use of the sword in execution that is not vain. 

As the thief indicated, they were getting what they deserved because of 

their crime. Even the apostle Paul said, that death for a proven crime was 

acceptable in Acts 25:11. Romans 13:3-4 teaches that the civil government 

is executing wrath with a sword on evildoers as a minister of God. In other 



words, it is God's ordained place for them to punish, even capitally, the 

wrong-doer with a "sword" of vengeance. So, the slaughter of the innocents 

(abortion) is a thing God abhors, while the putting to death of criminals by 

the civil government, is not only permitted, it is one of their God-given 

purposes for existing.  

 

Capital punishment is not forbidden by God in the commandment not to kill. 

It is similar to the issue of corporal punishment of children. Some see the 

spanking of a child as abusive and a violation of the instruction of God 

against striking another person. But, not so! The same Bible that says one 

says the other and there is no contradiction. And so it is with capital 

punishment...the Bible law against killing another is the condemnation of 

either, (1) putting to death the innocent, or (2) taking the law into your own 

hands and slaying even a guilty person. Both of these are murder, whereas 

the civil power's use of execution as a means of punishing a crime is not.  

- Whit Sasser 

 

 

Give Me the Truth! 
 

If you are my friend, if you are concerned about my soul, give me the truth. 

Do not flatter me. Do not praise my virtues while remaining silent about my 

vices. Do not fear that the truth will offend me. Do not treasure our 

friendship, our friendly relations, above my salvation. Do not think that by 

ignoring my sins you can help. Do not think that being blind to my sins will 

prove yourself charitable. However I may react to it whatever may be my 

attitude toward you after you have done it, give me the truth! For the truth, 

and only the truth, can make men free from the shackles of sin, strengthen 

me in the pathway of righteousness, and lead me to the joys of heaven. If I 

am wavering, weak, lukewarm, indifferent, neglectful; if I have been 

overtaken in a trespass, if I have been drawn into the pleasures of the 

world; if I have left first love; if I have been led astray by error; or if I have 



done none of these, but simply need to grow in knowledge and be edified, 

give me the truth! 

- Bill Crews 

 
 

> “The highest reward for man's toil is not what he gets for it, but 

what he becomes by it.” 

 

> “No one ever grows fat on excuses, but everybody gets fed up with 

them!”  

 

> “If some people grew physically at the rate they grow spiritually, they 

would spend their lives in a play-pen!”  

 

> “Too many people believe willingly that which they wish to be true!” 

 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Why Do Bad Things Happen 
To Good People?” (Text: Rom. 8:18, 28); Sunday evening: “I Shall Not 
Want!” (Psa. 23:1). 
 


