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The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
 
Edward Gibbon authored a six-volume series of books between 1776 and 
1788. In this series he covers the deteriorating conditions of the Roman 
Empire from 180 A.D. to 1590 A.D. He points to five major factors which he 
attributed to the fall of the Empire. Let’s list the five reasons for Rome’s fall, 
and then make some comments and observations as applied to America 
today: 
 
1. The rapid increase of divorce; the undermining of the dignity and sanctity 
of the home, which is the basis of human society. 
 
Right now in America, one out of every two marriages (50%) are ending in 
divorce. It is becoming more and more common to talk to individuals who 
have been divorced three or four times. Then we have a large number of 
our population who do not bother to get married, they just live together – in 
the sin of fornication. (Col. 3:5-7) And if that is not bad enough, the sin of 
homosexuality is gaining acceptance, and “same-sex marriages” are 
becoming legal in some states. (See Rom. 1:26-28) But just because some 
sin or vice is legally right, that does not mean that it is morally or biblically 
right! “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness 
for light and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter” (Isa. 5:20). 
 
Concerning the undermining of the sanctity of the home, we live in a time 
when husbands and wives are ignoring and giving up their God-given roles 
in the family. Many homes today are run by children, which is appalling! 
 
2. Higher and higher taxes and the spending of public monies for free 
bread and circuses for the populace. 



 
Consider all the debates that are now being considered over tax issues. 
Christians are to pay their taxes (Rom. 13:6-7). But there is so much 
controversy over tax hikes and where Americans’ tax dollars are to be 
spent. Part of the discussions over the new health-care bill involved tax 
payers’ money being used to fund abortions. In fact, it was included in the 
Senate bill until the president signed an executive order to stop it. If funding 
abortions with tax payers’ money ever starts (and many want to see that 
happen), it will be the first time in American history. While abortion (the 
murder of the unborn) has been legal in this country since 1973, that still 
doesn’t make it right in view of such passages as Psalm 139:13-16. How 
tragic for a nation to even allow abortion in the first place! And, of course, 
“the right to choose” (or “choice”) sounds so much better than killing or 
murdering unborn babies. 
 
3. The mad craze for pleasure; sports becoming every year more exciting 
and more brutal. 
 
We live in a pleasure-crazed culture. That is all some live for, especially 
their partying, dancing, beer-drinking weekends. (Luke 8:14; Gal. 5:19; 2 
Tim. 3:4; 1 Pet. 4:3-4) The obsession with sports has just about gotten out 
of hand. I must say that I enjoy sports, but in recent years, my enthusiasm 
has waned. The last time I attended a college football game, I asked 
myself, “What am I doing here?” — many who were seated around me 
were acting totally out of their minds; appeared totally drunk; and talked like 
they would fight you “at the drop of a hat.” The mad craze for sports reflects 
a warped value system in America today. It is truly amazing to think that 
athletes and coaches are paid multi-millions each year to play or coach a 
game. 
 
4. The building of gigantic armaments when the real enemy was within, the 
decadence of the people. 
 
Over and over, the Old Testament prophets warned the people of God to 
place their faith and trust in Him, not in horses, chariots, or weapons. Some 
years back, a world leader stated that America would fall without a shot 
being fired. Think of how far we have fallen into decadence within one or 
two generations. Young children are growing up without any training on 
morals or teaching concerning respect for the authority of God or their 
fellowman. 



 
5. The decay of religion—faith fading into mere form, losing touch with life 
and becoming impotent to warn and guide the people. 
 
Paul spoke of those in the “last days” who would be “lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power” 
(2 Tim. 3:4-5). Many denominations have become nothing more than 
glorified “social clubs”. Even some of our own brethren have lost sight of 
the spiritual mission of the church. All they think of is fun, food, and frolic. 
There is no authority in the New Testament for churches to build 
gymnasiums, have ball teams, dining halls, day-care centers, etc., etc. 
 
I fear that America is rapidly forgetting God. Some of our own leaders 
resent this nation being referred to as founded upon biblical principles— 
“under God” or “in God we trust.” The Psalmist stated, “The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, And all the nations that forget God” (Psa. 9:17). We all 
need to be praying for America and its’ leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-2). May we 
always remember: “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to 
any people” (Prov. 14:34). 

- R. J. Evans  

 

ARE WE IMPRESSED WITH THE FACTS? 
 
Every person's life consists of activities that are performed in recognition of 
FACTS. If we stand outside while it is raining we will get wet. So much of 
our activities are done without our even thinking of the facts involved. There 
are some facts that are ignored by far too many, and will result in the 
greatest tragedy ever! How have we been affected (if at all) by the following 
facts? 
 
1. Man is made in the likeness and image of God (Gen. 1:26). This fact 
means that man is different from every other creature on earth. Man is 
unique in that he has a spiritual nature. He is a moral being; he is 
responsible and accountable for his actions; he has a will and makes 
choices based on consequences. Many today are not at all impressed with 
this fact. They want to follow every sensual lust, every carnal desire, every 
animal craving. By so doing, the unique nature of man is corrupted and 



degraded to animal existence, which is dishonor to their own bodies, and 
above all, dishonor to God. (Rom. 1:17-32). 
 
2. The spirit of man returns to God at death (Eccl. 12:7). Too many 
nowadays could care less about what happens at death. An over-
abundance of speculative theory has created so much confusion that 
people are content to live with no accurate knowledge of what takes place 
at death. To many it is "a mystery that will be revealed to us when we die." 
Thus, many are rushing toward death with their eyes closed to the reality 
as well as the seriousness of death. 
 
3. Each individual will be judged by God according to his deeds (Rom. 
14:12; II Cor. 5:10). These passages teach that every person will give an 
account of himself, not others, to God. The standard by which right and 
wrong is to be determined is the revealed will of God (John 12:48). We will 
not be judged by our own standards of right and wrong (Jer. 10:23). Notice, 
"inasmuch as he (God) hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead" (Acts 17:31). This fact certainly should terrify those who have not 
obeyed the gospel of Christ, just as Felix was "terrified" when Paul 
"reasoned of righteousness, and self-control, and the judgment to come" 
(Acts 24:24-25). 
 
4. The whole of man's duty is to respect God and keep His 
commandments (Eccl. 12:13). Clearly this truth invalidates the false 
notion that "It's my life; I'll do what I want!" Those who oppose God have 
reached the height of foolishness with this hell-bent philosophy which is 
reflected in modern songs: "Do your own thing" (self is king with no 
restraints), and "If it feels good, do it" (don't live as a spiritual being, live an 
animal existence, guided and controlled by every sensual and lascivious 
lust and passion that can be known in an evil and corrupted mind).  Notice, 
"but unto them that are factious, and obey not the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, shall be wrath and indignation, tribulation and anguish, 
upon every soul of man that worketh evil..." (Rom. 2:8-9). 
 
5. Our souls will exist eternally in one of two places: heaven or hell 
(Matt. 25:46). Denying the existence of either will not dissolve their reality. 
The Bible describes hell as "eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and 
his angels" (Matt. 25:41), torment "day and night for ever and ever" (Rev. 



20:10), "where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 
9:48). Seventh-Day Adventists, the Armstrong cult, and Jehovah's 
Witnesses have departed from the Bible doctrine of hell by denying its 
reality.  Tragically, those who deny its existence will someday learn of its 
reality. On the other hand, heaven is described as "eternal life" (Matt. 
25:46), and a place of no tears, no death, no mourning, no crying, no pain 
(Rev. 21:4), a place promised for those who have done the will of God 
(Heb. 10:35-39). 
Are we impressed with the facts? Our lives reveal the answer! My friend, 
please face these facts today and act upon them. May we assist you? 

- Gary Smalley 

 

 

> “One may walk over the highest mountain, one step at a time!” 

 

> “There are 4 steps to accomplishment:  Plan purposefully; Prepare 

prayerfully; Proceed postively; Pursue persistently!”  

 

> “When praying, don't give God instructions - just report for duty!”  

 

> “A one sentence prayer that says it all, "Dear God, help me to be holy 

as you are holy. Amen!” 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Tragedy of Divorce!” 
(Text: Malachi 2:13-16); Sunday evening: “The Good Life!” (Jas. 3:13). 
 


