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Why Accept The Bible? 
 

            While preparing for a possible study with a guy who was 

considering embracing Mormonism, I was utterly stunned at how flawed the 

supposed inspired Book of Mormon really is and how people can take 

seriously the “doctrine” it puts forth. While the purpose of this article isn’t 

meant to slam or bash the people of the Mormon faith, it did cause me to 

stop and consider the question, why should we accept the Bible? What 

makes the [sic] different than the other books in the religious world (i.e. 

New World Translation (J.W.’s), Book of Mormon, catechisms, manuals, 

etc.)? Let’s note some things the Bible does: 

 

            First, the Bible clarifies. Many people in the religious world 

believe they are saved simply because they “feel it” in their hearts. They 

have based their “religion” upon what they think should be, not upon what 

God has actually said, which in turn makes their faith shallow. In Heb. 11:1 

the writer said, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.” Do the words “assurance” and “conviction” 

seem to be words of confusion or uncertainty? Of course not. The Bible is 

clear when it comes to the commandments of God (I Cor. 14:33). James 

said the Bible faith is one of works (James 2:14, 20, 24-26), not feelings or 

emotions. The Bible is perfectly clear when it comes to what God expects 

of people today. 

 

            Second, the Bible claims. The word of God is not the work of forty 

different men who conspired to write a book together, rather it is from the



 mind of God (I Cor. 2:10-13). Many people, including Christians, operate 

under the assumption the Apostles wrote what they felt was needed at the 

time, thus promoting their own agendas. However, Peter said, “But know 

this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own 

interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but 

men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (II Pet. 1:20-21). The Bible 

also claims to have the answers we need for this life. In II Pet. 1:3, Peter 

says, “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining 

to life and godliness….” The answer we need to the question: “What must I 

do to be saved?” is contained in the Bible, if we will but listen and accept 

what it says. 

 

            Third, the Bible condemns. Most people in the religious world 

believe the Bible to be a completely positive book. However, we’re told of 

what will happen to those who implement the traditions of men instead of 

following the Bible. In Matt. 15:7-9, Jesus called the Pharisees (and those 

associated with them) hypocrites and called their worship vain because 

they had substituted their traditions for the pure and undefiled worship God 

had revealed to them. All one has to do is look around and see the different 

perversions that have crept into churches today. God has revealed to us 

through His word, how He expects us to worship Him. Paul spoke about 

this in I Cor. 1:10-13 where the church in Corinth had four different 

divisions. Today we have (the last I heard) over three thousand different 

“churches.” How have we gone from ONE church to over three thousand? 

 

            Finally, as a result of the above problems, the Bible calls for 

study. In Acts 17:10-11 we’re told of a group of people called Bereans who 

searched the Scriptures to make sure the things spoken of by Paul were 

true. In I Thess. 5:21 Paul said to, “examine everything carefully; hold fast 

to that which is good.” Peter said to be prepared to give a defense for those 

things you believe (I Pet. 3:15). Study must be important in the lives of 

every Christian. Without it, we cannot know the will of God and thus cannot 

please Him, nor expect to spend eternity with Him. 

 



            Let us be sure to accept the Bible for what it is, the inspired word of 

God. It is not some earthly man’s idea or agenda, but God’s master plan for 

all mankind. May God bless you as you strive to follow His revealed word. 

- Kipp Campbell 

 
 

There Must Be Conflict! 
 
Just as assuredly as the life of our Lord was characterized by conflict and 
turbulence, so must ours be. Jesus said, "If the world hateth you, ye know 
that it hath hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love its own: but because ye are not of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John 15:18,19). 
 
Why would Paul urge Christians to don the whole armor (Eph 6:10,11), if 
the Lord did not intend for every Christian to fight? 
 
We must "contend (meaning 'fight' EAF) earnestly for the faith" (Jude 3). 
Elders are charged to hold to the faith that they "may be able both to exhort 
in the sound doctrine, and to convict the gainsayer" (Tit. 1:9). Exhorting is a 
vital part of an evangelist's labors, but so is reproving and rebuking (2 Tim. 
4:2). 
 
Error and Truth have diametric ends. Error wills to damn the soul; Truth 
wills to save, to make men free (John 8:32). There can be no peace 
between truth and error or sin. The love and practice of error will lead to 
eternal destruction (2 Thess. 1:8-9; 2:10-12). 
 
You can be sure that legions of Satan will be unrelenting in their efforts to 
hinder Truth and blind the hearts of men. There can be, therefore, no 
armistice for the soldier of Christ, no discharge from service as long as life 
and breath remain. The "sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God," is 
the only effective weapon against Satan (Eph. 6:17). It must never be 
sheathed. It alone can press him into cowering flight. We must trust in its 
effectiveness to defeat him. With it and the "shield of faith" we are equipped 
to "quench all the fiery darts of the evil one" (Eph. 6:16). 
 



When time is no more the Lord shall call for a general inspection of all His 
troops. Shall the Lord, the Great Captain of our ranks, find your body and 
shield battle-scarred when you face Him up there? If you are found to bear 
no scars it will be evident that you did not carry the battle to the enemy. 
You cannot say with Paul, "I have fought the good fight." Let us heed the 
admonitions of Paul, "Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus" (2 Tim. 2:3); "Fight the good fight of the faith" (I Tim. 6:12). 

- Ernest A. Finley, via Searching The Scriptures, July, 1971 

 

Conscience: Dead or Alive? 
 
Hardly anyone speaks of the conscience anymore. As a society, our 

"conscience" hardly even "bothers" us any longer. We have become so 

accustomed to all kinds of wrong and all types of filthiness that we don't 

even know how to blush. A Christian, however, is one who lives by a 

properly ordered, well trained conscience. In fact, violation of one's 

conscience is sinful (Romans 14:23) even if there is no inherent wrong 

involved. Meat-eating was not sinful per se, but if a person had scruples 

against it, Paul said he should not eat meat (see also 1 Corinthians 8). 

 

The lesson: Don't violate your conscience. If careful study of God's word 

and earnest prayer causes you to change your scruples and allows you to 

begin eating meat, then that is perfectly fine. But if your conscience cries 

out in anguish at the very slight of hamburger — then leave it alone. It 

would be sinful for you to go contrary to this inner sense of right and wrong. 

 

Why is Scripture so insistent that the conscience not be violated? Paul, in 

fact, always worked "to have a conscience without offense toward God and 

men" (Acts 24:16). He paid attention to his conscience, made certain that 

he did not abuse it, and determined not to violate it. In order to secure a 

clean conscience, the blood of Jesus redeemed us (Hebrews 9:12-14). 

Baptism is an "answer of a good conscience toward God" (1 Peter 3:21). 

Concerning deacons, 1 Timothy 3:9 says they must "hold the mystery of 

the faith with a pure conscience." The conscience, therefore, is a vessel —

a container in which is held the mystery of our faith. 



 

This being so, we can understand the necessity of an unbroken, intact and 

clean conscience. Deliberate violations of conscience rupture the 

container in which our faith is held! If we persist in violating our 

conscience, our faith will leak away like water from a cracked drinking 

glass. When you do what you know is wrong, you cannot have a pure 

conscience. Without an intact conscience sensitive to the will of God (cf. 1 

Timothy 4:2) we are destroying the very thing that will keep us in the faith. 1 

John 3:21-22 says "If our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 

toward God, And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep 

His commandments and do those things pleasing in His sight." 

 - Mark W. White 

 

The Gospel has been handed down to us like a ripened fruit is passed 

from the picker to the gatherer. The fruit was ripened at the hands of 

God and given to man to share and eat. As a fruit, it is the fruit of life 

that blesses all who eat it. And, as a fruit, it has no value if we let it 

rot in the basket. Read the Bible and let its truths consume you. You 

will not regret it. 

 
 

> “To be happy, give people a bit of your heart, instead of piece of your 

mind!" 

> “Hell has no fire escapes and Heaven needs none!” 

> “More homes are destroyed by fusses than by funerals or fires!” 

> “The most important person to be honest with is yourself!” 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Remembering Christ!” (Text: 
Luke 22:19-20); Sunday evening: “Lessons Learned from Silas!” (1 Pet. 
5:12). 
 


