
The Old Hickory Bulletin 

Old Hickory Church of Christ 
841 Old Hickory Blvd. 

Jackson, TN 38305 

oldhickorycofc.com 

September 18, 2016       Volume 36, # 38 

 
 

Do You Live After The Flesh? 
 
So then, brethren, we are debtors not the flesh to live after the flesh, for if 
you live after the flesh you must die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body you shall live." (Rom. 8:12-13). There is nothing 
complicated about this scripture. The wording is simple, direct, and 
positive. The writer points out clearly two distinct and opposite paths or 
courses in life. One course leads to death, the other to life. Since all men 
must die physically (Heb. 9:27), it is obvious Paul is refer-ring to spiritual 
death. 
 
We are reminded of the teaching of the Savior in Matthew 7:13-14, where 
He sets before us the narrow way and the broad way. The broad way leads 
to "destruction" while the narrow way leads to "life." It is easily seen that 
Paul and Jesus are describing the same courses in life. Man, as a free 
moral creature must make a choice. He can follow either course, but is 
responsible for the choice he makes. (Rom. 14:10-12). 
 
Paul says we are debtors, but not to the flesh. Man is under no obligation to 
the flesh; he owes the flesh nothing. Those who have followed the flesh 
have found only misery and trouble of every description and finally eternal 
ruin. Paul echoed this danger when he said, "For I know that in me (that in 
my flesh) is no good thing." (Rom. 7:18). All the good that comes to 
mankind comes by following "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus." 
(Rom. 8:1). 
 
Since following, or living after the flesh brings eternal death, what does it 
mean to live after the flesh? There must be a clear and positive answer, for 



there are many, some well-meaning people, who are not conscious they 
are living after the flesh. 
To live after the flesh is to be wholly devoted to fulfilling the appetites and 
desires of the flesh with little, if any, consideration for things spiritual. The 
beast of the field has no higher desire than to satisfy his fleshly desires and 
passions. He may not be a dangerous or ferocious creature but one that 
leads a quiet, peaceful life; but his only aim is to satisfy his fleshly desires. 
Obviously, one who engages in the works of the flesh is following the flesh. 
(Gal. 5:19-21). However, one may live a clean, moral, and religious life and 
at the same time follow the flesh. One may be a highly respected citizen 
and still live after the flesh. Again, let us go to the Savior for some 
instruction. 
 
In the parable of the sower, some seed fell among thorns and were choked. 
As a result there was no harvest. The things named by our Savior that can 
consume our time, cause one to live after the flesh, are the cares of the 
world, riches, pleasures, and other things. These things may not be wrong 
within themselves. Cares of the world, the daily grind of making a living for 
one's family, can easily become so burdensome and time consuming as to 
rob one of the time to read God's word, pray, engage in good works, and 
doing the things that develop us spiritually. It is as necessary to feed the 
inner man as it is the outward, or fleshly man. This is a day of widespread 
sports, most of them beneficial; but for one to so fill his time with a sport, or 
sports, is to rob the soul of the food it needs. To live after the flesh it to be 
worldly, to live as the world lives. Christians are admonished to set their 
affections on things above and not on things on the earth." (Col. 3:1-3). 
Christians, just as plants, must have time and room to grow. Warning: As 
harmless as a thing may be, if it prevents one from developing spiritually, 
the end is eternal death. 
 
Putting to death the deeds of the body is no easy task and cannot be 
accomplished alone. One must have help to cease the old life. God 
promises the help one needs. Notice the text: "but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you shall live." While some say this is spirit or 
inner man, it seems clear from the context to be the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit, the Great Revealer, teaches us through inspired writers how to 
overcome sin and how to live to please God. By diligent study of the word, 
constant prayer, and diligent effort one can cease the old life and live a 
spiritual life.  
 



Reader, are you living after the flesh or Spirit? Don't forget the destination 
of each course.  

-  Lindsay Allen 

 

The Narrow Door! 
 
In a scene found in Luke 13:22-24 Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 
From one village to another he went. He taught as he went. The people 
listened. One responded to his teaching by saying: "Lord, are there just a 
few who are being saved?" The reply of Jesus was: "Strive to enter in by 
the narrow door." Here the kingdom of God — the church of the Bible — is 
thought of as a building with an entry that is called a narrow door. The 
question had to do with those being saved. Jesus answered as if the one 
asking the question knew the kingdom would be made up of the saved. 
Later we find that the church is actually made up of the saved people. (Acts 
2:47; Eph. 5:23). 
 
But Jesus did not stop at this point. He added: "For many, I tell you, will 
seek to enter and will not be able." Jesus did not explicitly say "when" this 
seeking and rejection would be done, but the verses which follow certainly 
indicate that this will be at the time when entry is not possible. 
 
Consider the Door! 
 
Since so much revolves about the door, let us consider this door. Jesus 
was surely saying that this door into the kingdom was a door of escape. It 
is the means of escaping the domain of darkness at the same time there is 
entrance into the kingdom. Consider Colossians 1:13: "For he delivered us 
from the domain of darkness, and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son." Of course, Christ is that door of entry (John 10:9). Inside the 
door the blessings are to be found in Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17). 
 
Consider the Narrow Door! 
 
Jesus said that the door is narrow. It is narrow in the sense that it excludes 
so many. It is for those who "strive." This door is too narrow for the self-
righteous. "For I say unto you, that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of 
heaven." (Matt. 5:20). It is too narrow for those who have to have their own 



way in religion. Paul said of his people in Romans 10:3: "For not knowing 
about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of God." This door is too narrow 
for the immoral people. In Galatians 5:19-21 the apostle said that such 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. It is also too narrow for those morally 
good people who are outside of Christ. The good Gentile of Acts 10:1-3 
certainly shows that to be so. It is also too narrow for any others who do not 
obey the gospel. According to 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 when Jesus comes 
he will be: "Dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the 
penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from 
the glory of his power." INDEED, THE DOOR IS NARROW! 
 
The Shut Door! 
 
After describing the door as being narrow, Jesus went on to show that the 
time will be when it is shut to some. Jesus continued: "Once the head of 
the house gets up and shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside and 
knock on the door, saying, Lord, open the door to us," then He will answer 
and say to you, I do not know where you are from. Then you will begin to 
say, 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and you taught in our streets; 
and He will say, "I tell you, I do not know where you are from; DEPART 
FROM ME, ALL YOU EVILDOERS.' There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth there when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves being cast out." (Luke 
13:25-28). How sad! This may be at death (Heb. 9:27). This may be at the 
judgment (Matt. 25:1-13). The shut door depicts hopeless exclusion. Still, to 
be on the inside when the door is shut will mean everlasting safety. 
 
STRIVE TO ENTER THE DOOR!  

-  Curtis E. Flatt 

 

Why Do We Worship God? 
 

There is an obvious reason we should want to worship God — He is our 

creator (Psalm 100). There are more reasons than this one. The scriptures 

give several clear reasons for worshipping God. 

 



It is God's will that we worship. God seeks willing worshippers (John 4:23). 

We learn more of God's will when we worship. It is through learning that we 

can have our minds renewed and souls restored (Romans 12:1-2; Psalm 

23:3; 51:12). Worship provides communion with God. We can only be in 

this type of relationship with God when we are faithful members of God's 

family. Worship also provides communion with our fellow brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Stimulation takes place during worship. How many times 

did Paul speak of "building up," "admonishing," "exhorting," and "edifying?" 

All of these things are benefits that we receive as we worship God. 

 

There are many reasons to worship God. There are no reasons to abandon 

or forsake service to God. Which do you chose?  

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Wrong Loves!” (Text: 1 John 

2:15-17); Sunday evening: “Will Man Serve God?” (Rom. 6:16-18). 


