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Baptized in The Name Of... 
 

What is correct? Is it baptism in the name of ... "the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit" (Matthew 28:19); "Jesus Christ" (Acts 2:38); "the Lord Jesus" (Acts 8:16; 19:5); or, 

"the Lord" (Acts 10:48)?  

 

Who is right? Are you willing to say that Jesus was in error? Or are you comfortable in 

stating that the apostles, who were guided by the Spirit were wrong? There are various 

arguments which have been made for one phrase or the other, but I believe such debate 

has completely missed the point of the command. If there were a special God-ordained 

phrase or formula which must be stated verbatim when one is baptized, then surely God 

would have told us so.  

 

The key is to understand what "in the name of" means. Though some will tell us that 

Matthew 28:19 is a formulated statement which must be used for baptism to be valid, 

Jesus did not present it in that fashion. Furthermore, that we see several examples of and 

references to baptism through the rest of the New Testament, but never again the words 

of Matthew 28:19, would also indicate that these were not required words for baptism. 

There is no magic formula to be pronounced at baptism. 

 

The key is to understand what "in the name of" means. Note a few examples of this phrase 

to understand the usage of it:  

 "... Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, 'I command you in the name 

of Jesus Christ to come out of her.' And he came out that very hour." (Acts 16:18).  

 "In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with 

my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ..." (1 Corinthians 5:4).  

 "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him." (Colossians 3:17).  



 

The phrase is used to convey authority. When Paul commanded the evil spirit to come 

out of the girl, he did so by the authority of (i.e., in the name of) Christ. Likewise, when he 

commanded the Corinthians to deal with a discipline issue, it was "in the name of" or "by 

the authority of" Christ. When it comes to our language and conduct, we are to do all "in 

the name of" or by the authority of Christ. The phrase identifies the source of our authority. 

 

When it comes to baptism, it is not whether we say "the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit", "Jesus Christ", "the Lord Jesus", or "the Lord", but it is the acknowledgement of 

the authority of God. Baptism is an act of obedience to the commandment of God. We 

cannot be baptized appropriately if we do not recognize God's authority.  

- William J. Stewart 

 

"Christ Sent Me Not to Baptize" - 1 Cor. 1:17 
 

A failure to consider the setting of 1 Corinthians 1:17 has caused some people to reach 

the conclusion that baptism is not essential to salvation. They reason that since Paul says 

he was not sent to baptize, then baptism must not have anything to do with being saved. 

This is an unwarranted conclusion, as can be seen examining the preceding verses which 

explain WHY Paul made this statement. 

 

Strange Indeed for Paul 

 

It would be quite strange indeed - and inconsistent as well - for the apostle to be saying 

HERE that baptism has nothing to do with salvation; for it was this very apostle who said 

the following things about baptism: 

(1) One is "baptized INTO Jesus Christ" - Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27. 

(2) One enters "into His DEATH" by baptism - Rom. 6:3 

(3) One walks "in NEWNESS OF LIFE" after he is "raised in the act of baptism - Rom. 

6:4. 

(4) One is brought "INTO ONE BODY" by baptism - 1 Cor. 12:13. 

(5) One has not "PUT ON CHRIST" until he has been "baptized into Christ" - Gal. 

3:37. 

(6) Paul said himself that Annanias had told him, "Be baptized and wash away thy sins 

..." - Acts 22:16. 

 

In view of all this from the pen of the very same man who said, "Christ sent me not to 

baptize," certainly he did not mean by these words: "Baptism is not necessary to salvation. 

 



Looking at the Background 

 

Read 1 Cor. 1:10-17. Note that Paul was writing to a church where people were divided 

and were attaching themselves to MEN. This schismatic, party spirit Paul condemned: 

"Now this I say, that everyone of you saith I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas: 

and I of Christ." His argument against such attachment to men was then expressed in the 

form of three questions: ''Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye 

baptized in the name of Paul?" (v. 13). The implication is that if Paul had been crucified 

for them, or if they had been baptized in Paul's name, they might have properly said they 

were "of Paul." But this is the very thing they should NOT say.  

 

At this point Paul began talking further about their baptism. He said (v. 14), "I thank God 

that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius …" But his reason was NOT that he 

feared they might get the notion that baptism was essential to salvation. That was not 

why he thanked God he had not baptized very many of the Corinthians. He SAID that it 

was "lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name." He wanted everyone to 

understand that he was in no way responsible for the division that existed. 

 

It was then that the apostle declared that his chief mission was to PREACH the gospel. It 

did not matter whether or not Paul actually performed the baptizing of those to whom he 

preached. ANY disciple could baptize; but not just ANY person could do what Paul was 

primarily doing – preaching (revealing) the truth of the gospel to the world. But bear in 

mind that the gospel involved instruction for men to be baptized in order to be saved! "Go 

ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 

baptized shall be saved ..." (Mk. 16:15-16). Belief AND baptism were included in that 

which was to be preached! And, of course Paul preached the very same gospel that the 

others proclaimed. 

 

Something to Consider 

 

When Paul said, "Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel," it must be 

remembered that Paul DID indeed BAPTIZE people. He even named certain of the 

Corinthians he had personally baptized and suggested that there might have been others 

whose names he did not remember (v. 16). Does anyone think Paul did something he 

was NOT "SENT" TO DO? Would that not be rather odd? Are we to say, "Well, Paul 

wasn't sent to baptize, but he did it anyway?" Common sense tells us that was not the 

meaning of his words. Paul was sent by the same Christ who sent the others; he was sent 

to do the same thing the others were to do. The people who heard Paul's gospel preaching 

(which is what he spent most of his time doing) learned to be baptized into Christ. All of 

the people to whom he wrote this letter HAD BEEN BAPTIZED (see Acts 18:8) by 



somebody! It did not matter whether Paul himself did the baptizing or someone else did 

it. The essential thing was that they were baptized! 

 

An Elliptical Sentence 

 

Paul's words here were expressed in a sentence structure much like that used by our 

Lord in John 6:27. "Work not for the food which perisheth, but for the food which abideth 

unto eternal life..." Most of us understand that Jesus was not saying that men are NOT 

TO WORK for daily food. Rather, by expressing it this way, he merely emphasized their 

working for spiritual food. It was as if he had said, "Work not (merely or only) for food 

which perisheth, but (especially or primarily) for the food which abideth ..." In the same 

type sentence, Paul was saying, "Christ sent me not (merely or only) to baptize; but 

(especially or primarily) to preach the gospel..." If that was not the case, we would have 

the apostle doing something (when he baptized people) that he was not sent to do! We 

can be sure that if he DID it, he was SENT to do it. Yet that was NOT his main work. His 

chief function always was to PREACH, and that is what he spent a lifetime doing.  

 

Let us not be so anxious to get around Bible teaching on the essentiality of baptism that 

we misuse the Scriptures. Let all men just believe what Jesus taught about baptism and 

submit themselves to Him in obedience. As a result, He will save such and add them to 

His church (Acts 2:36-41).  
- Barney Keith 

 

“For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged 

the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men 

abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one 

another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the 

due penalty of their error.” (Romans 1:26-27). 

 

Paul is not indulging in a lot of fanciful speculations nor presenting baseless theories. He 

is showing how the heathen nations had reached the lowest degree of moral degradation. 

When people cease to respect God, they will not long respect their own bodies. They give 

themselves up to passions of dishonor. Their women become abusers of their own 

bodies. The men indulged in the debasing practice of sodomy. We are told that this was 

a common practice among the prominent men of Greece, and also the Romans. When 

the greatest men of a nation descend to the lowest conceivable form of immorality, it 

shows how powerless education and philosophy are to save men from the deepest depths 

of moral pollution. 
- R. L. Whiteside 

 



> “Begin where you are, but don't stay there...climb!" 

 

> “If you don't climb the mountain, you can't see the view!” 

 

> “Saints are not perfect, but they have accepted the call of Christ and Christ calls 

everyone. Are you listening?!” 

 

> “Think right, act right.  It is what you think and do that makes you what you are!’" 

 

> “Suffering from truth decay? Brush up on your Bible!" 

 

> "We judge others by how true their word is and whether they keep their promises. 

God has never lied and kept all of His promises. How do you judge Him now?" 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Why We Need Local Churches!” (Text: 1 

Cor. 12:12-26); Sunday evening: “The Abominations of a Bloody City!” (Ezekiel 22:1-

15). 

 


