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An Eye for an Eye and a Tooth for a Tooth 
 

Such is modern man's ignorance of God's word, as well as His justice and mercy, that we 

often misunderstand the simplest Bible expressions and concepts. For example, the age-

old principle of justice contained in the phrase “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” 

is frequently seen as a statement advocating revenge and cruelty. Originally, however, it 

meant nothing of the sort. Several years ago, I read a magazine article in which a 

clergyman from New York stated that the "eye for an eye" approach "is not reflective of 

the Divine Spirit." Say, what? Where does he think the expression came from in the first 

place? 

 

Despite the ignorance of highfalutin theology, the principle of “an eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth” is an expression of God's righteous judgment and mercy. Justice 

demands punishment, but punishment in proportion to the crime. 

 

"If men struggle with each other and strike a woman with child so that she gives birth 

prematurely, yet there is no injury, he shall surely be fined as the woman's husband may 

demand of him, and he shall pay as the judges decide. But if there is any further injury, 

then you shall appoint as a penalty life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 

foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise" (Exodus 21 :24). 

 

The "Divine Spirit," being righteous, does indeed demand punishment, but is also insistent 

that the punishment not exceed the crime. The penalty for causing a premature birth with 

no permanent damage to the child is much less severe than if the child should die or be 

maimed. Such is the nature of true justice. In fact, our own system of jurisprudence follows 

this same model. Prison sentences and punitive damages are based (theoretically, at 

least) on the nature of the crime, damage inflicted upon the victim, and any extenuating 

circumstances that need to be factored in. 

 

We've all heard tales of "justice" in Muslim nations, in which a man steals a loaf of bread 

to feed his family and has his hand cut off as punishment. Where is the justice or equity 



in that? Surely his hand was of infinitely greater value than the bread. Under such a 

system of "justice," the man is now rendered incapable of working to support his family, 

which will make the temptation to steal bread even greater than before! God's justice is 

designed to correct the offense, not to create a worse offender. 

 

It's not surprising that folks don't understand the principle of “an eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.” Very few people have actually read the statement in its biblical context. 

Instead, as with other statements taken out of context, men have assumed that it means 

the very opposite of what it teaches. Men assume that Israel's citizens were given license 

to take the law into their own hands in exacting vengeance. In truth, the nation had judges 

in place to execute judgment in a lawful manner. They were governed by the rule of law. 

“An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” guaranteed that the guilty party could not be 

punished any more severely than the crime warranted. 

 

In today's non-moral, non-judgmental, non-thinking society, men often reject God's 

righteous justice for the very reason that it demands the determination that one is guilty 

of something. We've foolishly been told, "It's not right to judge," when in fact we must 

"judge righteous judgment" based on sound biblical principles (John 7:24). But whatever 

the notions of men, facing the consequences of our actions is inherently just. Yet God's 

justice and mercy dictate that we should not exact any punishment that outstrips the crime 

in its excessiveness. Let's not denigrate the principle of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for 

a tooth.” Rather, let's rejoice that we serve a God of justice, mercy, and fairness. 

- Steve Dewhirst 

 

Ephesians 4:32 
 

The apostle Paul penned a grand letter of praise and majesty to the saints which were at 

Ephesus. In his letter, he exalted the church of the Lord and described those who would 

make up that special group of people. His plea was to establish the true nature of the 

saints of God as they walked in love and wisdom before Him. Some of those 

characteristics are found in chapter four and verse thirty-two: "And be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you." 

 

Three elements from the mold of Christ are given to be found in each child of God. 

Kindness expresses the feelings of forbearing in nature; tenderhearted moves to love, 

pity or sorrow; forgiveness is the gracious action of restoring that which was lost. The 

basis for these feelings is the example of Jesus Christ as He extended His kindness, 

tenderhearted appeal and forgiveness to each one of us. 

 



The kindness given to man is found in Jesus Christ. "But God, who is rich in mercy, 

because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages 

to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus." Romans 11:22 declares the goodness (kindness) and severity of God. The 

goodness of God is shown in His Son dying on the cross for our sins. 

 

Our lives as children of God are to find themselves full with kindness in feelings of 

goodness toward our brethren. It is not based upon whether they deserve this kindness 

as we did not deserve the goodness of God to be given to us. Kindness is based upon 

mercy, love, grace and action. In Christ Jesus we find the true meaning of all these 

qualities. 

 

To be tenderhearted extends the actions of kindness toward our brethren to show our 

love for them. Peter encourages the saints to have bowels of mercy in being 

tenderhearted to one another. "Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for 

one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous" (1 Peter 3:8) The actions 

of being tenderhearted begins with having one mind as Paul described in 1 Corinthians 

1:10. Compassion is the root of being tenderhearted as we feel and suffer as our brethren, 

we sympathize with their needs! Love is the golden cord that binds our hearts with one 

another as our actions spring forth from a heart that is tender. 

 

A heart that is kind and filled with compassion will then be ready to forgive. The reason it 

is hard to forgive is the heart is not kind and compassionate. Kindness and compassion 

bring the knees to the Father in thanksgiving for the forgiveness offered by His Son. 

Colossians 3:13 says, "Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone 

has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do." The 

need of forgiveness is established by Jesus in Matthew 6:14,15, "For if you forgive men 

their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men 

their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." 

 

The one who is to be a saint of God is to emulate the character of His Savior with 

kindness, compassion and forgiveness. With these three virtues, one can be a follower 

of God as dear children. 

- Kent E. Heaton, Sr. 

 

  



Life’s Countdown 
 

If we live 65 years, we have about 600,000 hours at our disposal. Assuming we are 18 

when we complete high school, we have 47 years, or nearly 412,000 hours to live after 

graduation. If we spend 8 hours a day sleeping and 8 hours a day working, that only 

leaves 8 hours a day for everything else. That amounts to 137,333 hours in each category. 

When we think of the time we have to work and play in terms of hours, it doesn’t seem 

like much. And when seen in the light of eternity, it’s but a fleeting moment. How 

important, therefore, that we spend our waking hours wisely! 

 

The psalmist wrote (Psalm 90:12), “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a 

heart of wisdom.” I’m not suggesting that we need to start literally counting our days or 

hours that we have left. However, we need to be aware of the swift passage of time and 

the need to live with eternity’s values in view. Eph. 5:15-16, “Be very careful, then, how 

you live — not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the 

days are evil.” 

 

The hours, days, and years are here and gone. So, whether we count them or not, let’s 

be sure to make them count — for the Lord. We can’t afford to just spend our time; we 

must invest it. 

- Shane Williams 

 

"She Didn't Mind It!" 
 

Faith is a simple thing--for those who possess it; and often expresses itself in simple 

ways. 

 

I was awakened recently by a phone call which told of the passing of a dear friend and 

sister in Christ. Eighty-six years young, and active to within one week of her death, "Aunt 

Mattie Garrett" had finally answered the call that is common to this life. 

 

A bit shaken, I began to offer my sympathies, but was stopped by the low, calm voice of 

my caller. "She didn't mind it!" she said, with conviction. And I knew she was right. 

 

No-- she didn't mind it. She spent her last day on earth singing softly to herself, the gospel 

songs she had known so long, and murmuring such words as "heaven" "Jesus" and the 

like. There was no struggle here; but a quiet anticipation of the crossing of Jordan, and a 



much-needed rest. Remember that old "spiritual?  “---If you git there a-fore I do, Tell my 

Lawd  Ize comin' too ---" 

 

Well, I am --- and so are you! And just hope and pray that when our time arrives we will 

have lived so that "we won't mind it!" 

 

That kind of faith may be simple, but there is profoundness in its simplicity that 

recommends it highly. 

- Robert F. Turner 

 

> Benjamin Franklin once said, “Be at war with your vices, at peace with your 

neighbors and let every New Year find you a better man!” 

 

> “During the coming year I will go nowhere I can’t take Jesus Christ; I will say 

nothing I would not want Him to hear; I will do nothing I would not want Him to 

know about!” 

 

> “It is better to be despised for the right than praised for the wrong!” 

 

> “Worry is interest paid on trouble before it is due!” 

 

> “If you rock the boat, you may be the one to get seasick!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Lord of the Gift!” (Text: Matt. 25:14-

29); Sunday evening: “The Source of His Scholarship!” (John 7:10-24). 


