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Worshipping God In A Man-Centered World 
 

Christians have made their choice. They want spiritual values to count in their lives. But 

the pressures of immediate needs, the call of materialism, the rush and stress are still 

very strong. If we want to live, as the apostle Paul put it, like a "colony of heaven", it is 

essential we make time to worship. 

 

"Be still and know that I am God." Stillness is essential. Worship is essential. At the heart 

of the stress there is a deep need to draw aside with God - "the still point at the center of 

the turning world." 

 

Worship is not escapism. On the contrary, it recharges our batteries for living effectively 

in this world. Worship is not an optional extra for when I feel like it. However I feel, I need 

to worship. I am commanded to worship. I cannot survive as a Christian without worship. 

 

Worship is like being so caught up with God that when we get back to everyday life we 

reflect something of His calm and stillness and serenity. It makes a profound difference. 

Worship literally means "worth-ship." We declare by what we say and do that God is 

worthy to have the supreme place in our lives. And so it goes much deeper than an hour 

in church once a week. 

 

Christians do worship God in church with others, because we are all members of the 

same family. We need each other. God has made us interdependent. "Forsake not the 

assembling of yourselves together," says the Hebrew writer in the New Testament. 

Christians also worship God in small groups all over the world, in groups meeting, in 

homes or the open air, in universities and hospitals, in barracks and government 

buildings. Jesus said, "Where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there 

in the midst of them." 

 

Christians also worship God on their own. Alone on their knees in prayer. Alone with an 

open Bible. Alone among the glories of nature. 



But worship goes even deeper. It involves the whole life. Our bodies and personalities, 

our gifts and talents, our material possessions and money - all come from God. And 

Christians want to offer them all back to the Giver for him to use. No wonder worship is 

the highest possible activity of man. It is also the most far reaching. It affects the whole 

of life. 

 

Think of a potter at his wheel. Those skilled, strong hands shape the clay as he sees fit. 

Of course, Christians are not just clay. They have wills of their own. But they want to 

surrender themselves freely and fully to the hands of the Potter, confident that He will 

mold and use them as He knows best. That degree of surrender to God, and no less, is 

worship. Life no longer pivots on ourselves - but on Him. 

- Michael Green 

 

Seeing Is Believing? 
 
The catch phrase, "Seeing is believing," is often heard when referring to something 

magnificent or spectacular. However, it can also indicate doubts. "I'm not going to believe 

something unless I actually see it." This is precisely the way I feel about some things; but 

is this the way we approach our spiritual life? 

 

Thomas expressed this attitude about Jesus' rising from the dead. "Unless I see in His 

hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my 

hand into His side, I will not believe" (John 20:25). When Jesus appeared again, Thomas 

saw and responded, "My Lord and my God" (vs. 28). What was the problem? The fact is 

that Thomas would not believe credible witnesses to the resurrected Jesus. The other 

apostles' statement, "We have seen the Lord," just wasn't good enough. He had to see 

for himself. 

 

So, what's so wrong with that? Well, who today will be able to lay eyes on the resurrected 

Jesus? Perhaps when He comes again, but by then it will be too late. If we are going to 

believe, then we are going to have to trust the eyewitness, historical testimony (see Luke 

1:1-4). 

 

It's strange that some will take this approach to Jesus, but they have no problem believing 

that George Washington was the first U.S. President, that Columbus tried to sail around 

the world, or that Alexander the Great conquered the ancient world. No one today has 

witnessed these things. "But it is a matter of historical testimony," one might respond. 

Exactly. And so is the testimony regarding Jesus. 



If it takes "seeing" in order to believe something, then ask yourself some questions to 

further illustrate the point: Can I see gravity? How much does it weigh? What color is it? 

The response might be, "but I can see its effects." Very well. Look around. Can we not 

see the effects of a powerful God? Can we not see the natural testimony of a benevolent 

Creator? Read Romans 1:18-20 and Psalm 19:1-6. 

 

The point is that we accept and believe many things that we do not directly witness. As 

far as our Lord goes, it is not necessary to directly see Him in order to believe. Jesus told 

Thomas: "do not be unbelieving, but believing" (vs. 27). Then, after Thomas' response, 

Jesus said, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did 

not see, and yet believed" (vs. 29). Was Jesus here asking for gullibility? Not at all. In 

fact, the very next couple of verses drive home the reasons as to why these records are 

given to us: "There are many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the 

disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in 

His name" (John 20:30-31). 

 

So, believing is not necessarily due to seeing after all. Believing is a choice we make 

based upon whether or not we will accept the evidence presented to us. Really, that 

phrase should be turned around for the Christian: believing is seeing. Once we accept 

the things of God, our eyes will be opened up to riches and beauties of the heavenly 

blessings. After healing a blind man, Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, so 

that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind" (John 

9:39). There were some who asked if they were blind. Jesus responded, "If you were 

blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains" (vs, 41). This 

strikes at attitude. If our hearts are willing to accept the will of God, then we will truly be 

able to see. The just shall live by faith (Romans 1:17). 

- T. Doy Moyer 

 

Inconsistencies of Atheism: “The Fool Hath Said…” 
 

The first verse of the 14th Psalm says, "The fool hath said in his heart there is no God." 

The first verse of the 19th Psalm says, "The heavens declare the glory of God. 

 

Strange as it may seem, many people say they find it difficult to believe in the existence 

of an intelligent, eternal, personal, First Cause. The Bible calls him God. But get outside 

some starlit night and look up. While you are looking remember that you are standing on 

a little planet that makes an annual journey around the sun of about 558 million miles, 



traveling at the rate of more than 63 thousand miles an hour; that this little planet is only 

one of nine that make up our solar system, and they, too, revolve around the sun. 

 

The earth makes it once a year, but it takes Neptune 164 ½ years to make the annual 

journey. Pluto, I believe, 248 years. Remember that these planets have their satellites 

which revolve around them. The Moon is our only satellite, but Jupiter has 12, if my 

memory fails me not. 

 

When you have comprehended (?) the magnitude of this solar system, the space required 

for it and the perfect timing with which it operates, then remember that our solar system 

is only one of more than 300 million. Our sun is so large that if it were hollow like a coconut 

and had a shell 100 thousand miles thick, there would be plenty of room on the inside of 

the sun to place both the earth and the moon at their distance of 240 thousand miles 

apart. Then remember that in the universe there are other suns that make ours look 

infinitesimal. 

 

Try to imagine the space required for such a galaxy of worlds. Space unlimited. But if you 

find it hard to conceive of unlimited space, try putting limits on it. What would you have at 

the end of space? The closest "fixed" star, Alpha Centauri is so far from the earth that the 

light that left it five years ago is just now getting here, traveling 186 thousand miles per 

second. 

 

If you conclude, with these facts before you, that no intelligence was required to produce 

and arrange all this; that no power was needed to "wind" this gigantic clock and keep it 

running; that all this is the result of blind chance, then don't you smile indulgently at some 

poor soul if he should tell you that Hamlet was not written by Shakespeare at all, but was 

the result of an explosion in a print shop. 

- Luther Blackmon, via Westvue Messenger, Sept. 17, 1963 

 

> “Two telltale marks of a Christian are giving and forgiving, for the world knows 

little about either!” 

 

> “We are most like beasts when we kill; We are most like men when we judge; We 

are most like God when we forgive!” – William A. Ward 

 

> “Discontentment makes rich men poor; contentment makes poor men rich!” 

 

> “Want the best? Give the best!” 

 



> “Temptation is the devil looking through the keyhole. Yielding is opening the door 

and inviting him in!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “All Have Sinned!” (Text: Rom. 3:23); 

Sunday evening: “Wretchedness and Pity!” (John 8:1-11). 


