
The Old Hickory Bulletin 

Old Hickory Church of Christ 
841 Old Hickory Blvd. 

Jackson, TN 38305 

oldhickorycofc.com 

 

March 04, 2018       Volume 38, # 10 

 
 

KILLED WITH HIS OWN POISON 
 

In southwest Texas there is a species of cactus known by the Mexicans as "Tasajilla." It 

is made up of long jointed stems having extremely long thorns with wicked points. 

 

In that section there are also many rattlesnakes, enemies of man and beast, some 

attaining a length of six or seven feet. This venomous reptile is, however also plagued by 

enemies. One of these is a long-legged bird known popularly as a road-runner and by the 

Mexicans as a paisano. It is commonly seen running across and along the highways of 

southwest Texas. It has long black legs and beak and is mottled grey in color. 

 

Many rattlesnakes are executed by this innocuous looking creature. The execution takes 

place in the following fashion: The bird will find the snake asleep; he will carefully gather 

a supply of the little spine-like joints of the tasajilla bush and with them build a fence or 

corral around the sleeping snake; having finished the fence, the bird will then fly at the 

snake and scream at it in a high-pitched tone characteristic of the road-runner; the snake 

will awaken and try to crawl away, but the spines of the tasajilla fence will prick his belly 

and he will draw back; and the road-runner will continue to fly at the snake and draw back 

quickly all the while uttering its shrill cry; the snake will strike and miss and be rewarded 

for its effort by pricking its tender underside of the tasajilla; finally, the snake will become 

so enraged and frustrated that he will bite himself and be destroyed by his own venom. 

 

As in much of nature, there is a lesson for man in this circumstance. All of us, even 

Christians, are two-fold beings - body and spirit, animal man and spiritual man, carnal 

mind and spiritual mind. The animal nature of man, prompted by lust and passion when 

not controlled, is filled with deadly venom much as the rattlesnakes. The devil and his 

emissaries are well aware of this fact, hence constantly seek to arouse in the Christian 

this sleeping, deadly beast. 

 

Worldly men and false brethen are often tools of Satan in his efforts to destroy God's 

children. Finding they cannot seduce God's people otherwise, they will resort to 



persecution, innuendo, defamation of character, and misrepresentation of many species, 

in an effort to stir up the Christian's animal passion and cause him in fighting back to 

destroy himself with his own poison. 

 

Christians must oppose evil and false doctrine within and without the church, but let us 

take care! The devil and his emissaries are not limited as to weapons, but the Christian 

must not employ "carnal weapons" (2 Cor. 10:4) in his warfare. Let us not, in anger and 

frustration generated by this fact, destroy ourselves. Let us humbly and meekly bear the 

onslaughts of the wicked, employing only truth as our weapon in withstanding his attack. 

Bitterness, hate, evil-speaking, innuendo, misrepresentation are the "carnal weapons" of 

the Evil One. Faith, truth, loyalty, purity, and works of faith are the armaments of 

Christians. With These, God can, and will, give us the victory. 

- James W. Adams 

 

"Only A Step" 
 
When David was a young man, strong and mighty as a soldier in Israel, he visited his 

dear friend, Jonathan, and before leaving said: 

"But truly, as the Lord lives and as your soul lives, there is but a step between me and 

death." (1 Sam. 20:3). Jonathan's father, Saul, king of Israel, was seeking David's life. 

David realized that "there was but a step between me and death." 

 

Tragedy all too frequently befalls our community and we see people young and old die, 

sometimes while in the prime of life, other times before one reaches that age, and it is 

always sad. It should remind each of us that "there is but a step between me and death." 

Death is an unpleasant thing because it severs all relationships of this life, and yet it is a 

part of life. None of us shall live on and on in this world, for "it is appointed for men to die 

once, but after this the judgement" (Heb. 9:27). There are so many illustrations of the 

brevity and uncertainty of life. The inspired writer said: "For what is your life? It a vapor 

that appears for a little time and then vanishes away." (James 4:14). 

 

It is so easy for us to become so wrapped up in the affairs of this life that we neglect the 

most important matters of all -- the saving of our souls. Most persons who believe in Christ 

plan to become Christians someday. They do not want to die without having obeyed the 

Lord. But it is easy to say, "next month," or "next year," etc. My friend, whatever your age 

and station in life may be today, there is only a step between you and death. Begin living 

today so that you will be prepared for that "step" whenever it is taken. Remember, God 

loves you and wants you to do His will. Then you will be ready for that "step" into the world 

to come. 

- Billy W. Moore 

 



It Needs No Change 
 

The men who wrote the constitution of the United States have long been praised for their 

wisdom and foresight. The words they penned have served as the basis for the laws of 

this land for some 200 years, and have needed relatively few changes or additions. This 

is indeed remarkable when we view the governments and laws of most other nations in a 

constant state of change. 

 

Far more amazing than this is the law of Christ. Written nearly 2,000 years ago, it 

continues today to provide us with "all things that pertain unto life and godliness" (2 Peter 

1:3). It is a "perfect law of liberty" (James 1:25). No change has ever been, or ever will 

be, needed in it. Its own pages contain warnings to those who would attempt to alter its 

commands (Galatians 1:8, 9; 2 John 9,10; Revelation 22:18,19). Let us learn to 

appreciate the beauty and perfection of God's word, and strive to live and worship 

according to its precepts. 

-Greg Gwin 

 

THE SEVERITY OF GOD 
 

It is in man's best interest to know about God. He is the one "with whom we have to do." 

(Heb. 4:13). Jesus prayed that men might know God. (John 17:3). God is both good and 

severe. “Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to 

you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.” 

(Rom. 11:22). 

 

God has abundantly exemplified His severity in his word. He was good in giving Adam 

and Eve wonderful things to enjoy in the garden, (Gen. 2:7-9), but as he had forewarned, 

he was severe when they disobeyed. (Gen. 3:16-24). God was good to Moses and Aaron, 

(Ex. 3:27-31), but severe when they failed to sanctify him at the waters of Meribah. (Num. 

20:12). God dealt in fury against the heathen when their cup of iniquity was full. They 

were defiled by their immoralities and the land itself vomited out her inhabitants. (Lev. 

18:20-30). 

 

All those things were written that we might profit and take heed. God is a God to be 

reverenced and feared. The whole duty of man is to fear him and keep His 

commandments. (Eccl. 12:13). Jesus solemnly warned us to fear God. (Luke 12:4-5). 

Those that fear Him and work righteousness are the ones accepted with Him. (Acts 10:34-

35). Thus, "Fear God." (1 Pet. 2:17). 



I once worked with a man that didn't believe in eternal hell. He said, "I wouldn't take my 

son and cast him into a burning fire, and it is wrong to think that God will do that to men." 

I answered, "What we would or wouldn't do has no bearing on what God will do. He has 

stated that He will do it to the disobedient and we need to respect what He says." 

 

There is no fear of God in the hearts of men today. Many live in hope of somehow getting 

by at the judgment. They have ignored the severity of God as revealed in His word and 

have deceived themselves into thinking that God is only a God of love and mercy and, 

thus, they continue to live a life of religious error and sin. They are willfully ignorant of the 

fact that God's mercy will be only on those that fear Him. (Luke 1:50). 

 

Just as the reward will be great, the punishment will be great. If we can't trust that the 

punishment will be great, neither could we trust that the reward will be great for the same 

God is author of both. The severity of God ought to compel us to a faithful service. 

- David J. Riggs [edited], via The Instructor, August, 1980 

 

Prov. 30:11-13 - There is a kind of man who curses his father And does not bless his 

mother. 
12 There is a kind who is pure in his own eyes, Yet is not washed from his filthiness. 
13 There is a kind--oh how lofty are his eyes! And his eyelids are raised in arrogance. 

 

> “When you make a mistake, don't look back at it long. Take the reason of the thing 

into your mind, and then look forward. Mistakes are lessons of wisdom. The past 

cannot be changed. The future is yet in your power!” 

 

> “’I must do something’ will solve more problems than to say ‘Something must be 

done!’” 

 

> “Experience is the name everyone gives to their mistakes!” 

 

> “Women without principle draw considerable interest!” 

 

> “A mother is the only person on earth who can divide her love among ten children 

and each child still have all her love!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Bible’s Word Pictures of Sin!” (Text: 

Isa. 1:1-6); Sunday evening: “The Light Men Failed to Recognize! (Part 2 – John 8:12-

20). 


