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POWER IN THE WORD! 
 
Paul recorded in Romans 1:16-17 the following: “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 

to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous 
man shall live by faith.’”  Unfortunately, people seldom realize the power that 
resides in the Word of God.  Here Paul, speaking by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, declares that God’s power for saving man resides in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  People’s hearts can be powerfully changed as the gospel is read (Eph. 3:4), 
preached (Rom. 15:19), heard (Acts 15:7), believed (Acts 8:25) and obeyed (2 
Thess. 1:8).  There are many other passages affirming the great power of the Word 
of God, one of which is 1 Cor. 15:1-2, “Now I make known to you, brethren, 
the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which 
also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word 
which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.” 

 
Jesus Christ demonstrated the great power of the written Word of God.  When 
tempted by Satan, He defended the attack by quoting God’s Word and the Tempter 
departed.  When you read Matthew 4:1-11 you will see that Jesus was tempted to 
(1) command that stones become bread, (2) throw Himself down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, and (3) fall down and worship Satan.  Upon each occasion 
of temptation, Jesus responded with “It is written …,” (1) “Man shall not live 



on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” 
(vs. 4); (2) “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test” (vs. 7); and (3) 
“You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only” (vs. 10).  Notice 
that by the use of the powerful, written Word of God, and not by the exercise of His 
authority to perform miracles, Jesus prevailed over temptation and caused Satan 
to leave Him.  
 
Has the Word of God diminished in power since the first century when it’s power 
saved the souls of men and women?  Absolutely not!  Has the Word of God 
diminished in power since the time the Lord used it to defeat Satan’s temptations?  
Absolutely not!  Thus, we should come to know it’s power in our lives as we 
endeavor to live by “every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” 
(Matt. 4:4).  Consider the great power ascribed to the Word of God by various 
writers of the New Testament: 

        Power to cleanse from sin.  Jesus told His apostles, “You are already 

clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.” (John 15:3). 
        Power to save the soul.  James admonished, “…receive the word 

implanted, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21). 
        Power to sanctify lives.  Jesus prayed to His Father for His disciples, 

“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” (John 17:17). 
        Power to build up and lead one to heaven.  Paul preached, “And now I 

commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able 

to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those 
who are sanctified.” (Acts 20:32). 

 
What incredible power there is in the Word of God!  Friend, do you know it’s 
power in your life?  Will you receive it, stand in it, be saved by it and hold it fast?  
Will you be cleansed by it, saved by it, sanctified in it, built up by it and lead to the 
inheritance of heaven by it?  Can we help you? 

- GFS   
 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not 
return there without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, 
And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;  So will My 
word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me 

empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in 
the matter for which I sent it.  (Isa. 55:10-11)  



 

  

SUNDAY’S LESSONS:  Sunday morning: “The Best Seat In the House!” (text: 
Luke 14:7-11); Sunday evening: “What Servants Do!” (text: Luke 12:35-38).  


