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"With Thanksgiving. . ." 
 

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God" (Phil. 4:6). 

 

If there were ever a people whose hearts should be 

overflowing with thanksgiving it is the people of God. Have 

there ever been people so richly blessed?  We have our God, 

whose "eyes are over the righteous and whose ears are open 

to their prayers." We have our Lord, who died for us, through 

whom we have forgiveness, salvation, and access to God's 

throne. We have truth, revealed by the Holy Spirit through 

the inspired apostles and prophets of the first century. We 

have our Bibles, the complete truth in written form, written 

not on cumbersome, handwritten scrolls, but in clearly 

printed, compact books which even the poorest can afford. 

We enjoy the benefits that have come from great characters 

of recent generations, whose faithfulness has contributed 

heavily to our understanding of truth. We are a part of God's 



family, made up of all the saints of all ages, with whom we sit 

in the heavenly places in Christ. We have brothers and sisters 

in Christ of the present age, who, though yet in the imperfect 

state, will come to our aid at any hour of the day or night, 

and without whose encouragement we would hardly be able 

to maintain our faith and service to God. We have material 

blessings, in varying degrees of abundance to be sure, but in 

sufficient abundance to supply the needs of all. We have 

hope, that which "anchors the soul," hope of happiness 

beyond imagination for eternity. Never should a grumbling 

word pass through the lips of people so blessed. 

 

But all are not grateful. There is a tendency among us to take 

our blessings for granted. Have we not seen within the same 

audience some visibly weeping at the story of the cross while 

others were sleeping throughout? Do we not see some 

treasuring the word of God, reading it and "hiding it in their 

hearts," while others are virtually ignoring it? Do we not see 

some who find so much joy in their salvation that they are 

excitedly telling others of the Christ, hoping that they, too, 

will find that same joy, while others are assuming that their 

friends will be as bored with it all as they are? Do we not 

know people who can trace their "Christian heritage" back to 

the third, fourth, or fifth generation, but who are themselves 

lukewarm, indifferent, and ungrateful? Blessed beyond 

comprehension, but ungrateful! In fact, the sad truth is: the 

more we receive, the less thankful many of us tend to be! 

 

It is not mere words that the Lord desires. We can say 

"Thank you" an hundred times a day without being truly 

grateful. The Lord wants us to count our blessings, to realize 

how truly rich we are, and, with our knees bowed in His 

presence and our hearts filled with gratitude for all He has 



done, to say, "Thank you, God"; then to go out to conduct 

ourselves as people who are genuinely thankful. 

 

But, even then, our noblest of praise and thanksgiving will fall 

far short of what His goodness and mercy deserve. But one 

day we shall see our God and our Lord Jesus Christ, and in 

the fullest sense we shall comprehend His matchless grace, 

and then, and only then, shall we thank Him as we ought. 

But, till then, we must continue to offer our imperfect 

expressions of thanksgiving and strive for greater 

appreciation for what we have in Christ. Have you said, 

"Thank you, God," today?  
-  Bill Hall 

Guardian of Truth, October 17, 1985 

 

The Role Of The Mother In The Home 

 
The mother has a special place of responsibility in the home. Aged women are 

to teach "the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 

children, to be discrete, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own 

husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed" (Tit. 2:4, 5). This one 

passage does a wonderful job of outlining the role of the mother in the home. 

 

Let us think of that mature woman who still has a responsibility to her 

daughters even though they may also be homemakers. The training should 

have started early while the daughters were young, but the teaching may 

continue because there are many important lessons that need to be deeply 

implanted in these young women. One way the older women may teach the 

young is by their own example of chastity, modesty, and good judgment in 

clothing, and in behavior. If there were more mothers with strong convictions, 

there would be more daughters with strong characters. 

 

Who will turn our immoral and unchaste generation back to purity and 



sobriety? It is very evident that comparatively few older women have been 

training the young women in the way they should go. Divorce, unfaithfulness 

to the marriage partner, drunkenness, and a complete lack of spirituality have 

come to many young women in America. Such people are in no position to be 

the mothers of the next generation. Many do not want children because they 

are so in love with money and with worldliness. Are there those who can get 

to these young women with the Bible to instill the principles their mothers 

should have taught them? It will not be easy. Most of the ungodly will 

continue to sow to the flesh and to reap of the same (Gal. 6:7, 8). 

 

To "guide the house" as a "keeper at home" is a special assignment to young 

women (1 Tim. 5:14). Eunice and Lois must have done their work well at 

home because Timothy was given the "unfeigned faith" and knowledge of the 

Holy Scriptures that helped make him the great servant of the Lord that he 

was (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14, 15; Phil. 2:19-23). Is there a more important and 

satisfying work than guiding and training such excellent people to be the salt 

of the earth? The work of a good mother is so important that nothing should 

hinder or turn her aside from this glorious task. 

 

It may seem to some that young mothers will naturally love their children, but 

very many young children are at home by themselves in summer. Some 

mothers forsake their husbands and children to live with companions to whom 

they have no legal right. The Lord knows that young women need to be taught 

to love their children, and to have a proper discretion and soberness of mind to 

be guides for these children. Mothers and fathers are accountable to God for 

what they make of their homes. It would be impossible to over emphasize the 

importance of the role of the father and of the mother in the home. The 

failures that are made in this realm could hardly be more evident. Worthy and 

successful parents are blessed, and they deserve our congratulations. 

 

Many children are now growing up in the homes where there is only one 

parent. In some cases they are with one parent a while and then with the other. 

It is next to impossible for a good man alone to give his children all they need 

in the way of guidance and training. If the mother still sleeps at home but is 



hardly with the child this is only one degree better than her being gone into 

another state. She who bears children should guide the house. Money cannot 

replace a mother's love, example, and companionship. Are there not many 

women in the labor market in the very period of life when they are so much 

needed at home? 

 

The word mother was once considered to be a word with very great 

significance. As more women began using vulgar and blasphemous language, 

drinking alcohol, forsaking the home in search of money and notoriety, and 

becoming immodest and immoral, the special respect for women in general 

was lost. There are still some of the very best mothers, and their children love 

and honor them. We should all thank God for these virtuous women because it 

is the influence of His word that causes them to be so worthy of respect. 
-  Irven Lee 

Guardian of Truth, January 20, 1983 

 

TWO PRAYERS 

 

Last night my little boy confessed to me 

Some childish wrong: 

And kneeling at my knee, 

He prayed with tears, 

"Dear God, make me a man 

Like Daddy--wise and strong; 

I know you can." 

Then while he slept, 

I knelt beside his bed, 

Confessed my sins 

And prayed with low-bowed head, 

"O God, make me a child 



Like my child here-- 

Pure, guideless, 

Trusting Thee with faith sincere." 
-  Andrew Gilles, 1870-1942 

 

  

SUNDAY’S LESSONS:  I am preaching in a Gospel Meeting with the Idlewild 
church in Athens, TN this week.  In my absence, Joel Gwin will preach Sunday 
morning and Nathan Peeler Sunday evening. 
 
SCHEDULE:  Our Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 20-24, 7:00 PM, 
with Dwayne Gandy as our guest speaker.  Our Fall Gospel Meeting is 
scheduled for Sept. 18-23, with Eric Reynolds. 
 
 


