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IF MARRIED TO AN UNBELIEVER 
 

Many Christians find themselves in a difficult marriage 

relationship with an unbeliever.  Such situations often result in the 

Christian becoming unfaithful rather than converting the spouse.  

Sound Biblical principles practiced consistently throughout the 

marriage would help to improve this unfortunate situation.  

Consider these scriptural guidelines. 
 

ALWAYS BE FAITHFUL TO THE LORD.  This is the single, most 

important point.  The scriptures emphasize the importance of 

putting the Lord first. (See Mark 10:28-31, Luke 14:33, Matt. 

16:24-26).  While never giving them reason to doubt your 

faithfulness to them, you must see that they clearly recognize 

your ultimate responsibility to Jehovah God. 
 

"Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, 

if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won 

by the conversation (conduct, NKJV) of the wives; while they 

behold your chaste conversation (conduct) coupled with fear." (I 

Peter 3:1, 2).  Be consistent in your faithfulness, in attendance, in 

private Bible study, etc. 



 

By your example, show them the importance of the Lord to you.  

This includes your children.  INSIST that the children attend the 

services, EVERY service, with you.  DO NOT TAKE “NO!” for an 

answer on this! 
 

DO NOT BECOME INVOLVED IN IMMORALITY.  Again, this 

involves devotion to the Lord. When you engage in drinking, 

dancing, cursing, cheating on income taxes, going to R-rated 

movies and similar activities, it becomes hard to convince your 

spouse that those things are sinful.  Despite the fact that the 

husband is the "head of the wife" (Eph. 5:23), he has no right to 

force her to commit immorality, "We ought to obey God rather 

than men" (Acts 5:29). 
 

Do not think that if you "go out on the town" Saturday night that he 

will "go to church" with you Sunday morning.  Make it clear what 

you will not do and then don't do it!  When you once compromise, 

he will quickly lose respect for your convictions.  "Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 

your Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 5:16). This applies to your 

spouse, as well as others. 
 

Also, be cautious not to become emotionally involved with a 

friend, even a preacher or elder who might give counsel in such a 

trying time.  It is easy in this situation to transfer your emotional 

feeling to one who shows concern. 
 

ALLOW OTHER CHRISTIANS TO HELP YOU BE STRONG.  

Spend time with them in both spiritual" and social activities.  Try 

to include your spouse.  But if this is not possible, go by yourself.  

This is essential to your spiritual 

well being. 



 

Christians are to comfort one another (I Thess. 4:18), care for one 

another (I Cor. 12:25), bear one another's burdens (Gal. 6:2), 

build one another up (Rom. 14:19), "for we are members one of 

another" (Eph, 4:25). 
 

In addition, if they see your faith weakening, they can admonish, 

warn, exhort or rebuke you as they encourage you to do better.  

Do not become upset with them if they point out that you are 

slipping spiritually. 
 

STUDY I CORINTHIANS 7:12-16 VERY CAREFULLY.  It 

contains important guidelines concerning separation, divorce and 

the responsibilities of the Christian in a marriage relationship with 

a non-believer.  In summary, this passage says: 
 

(1) The Christian should not leave the non-Christian.  (In 

dangerous situations, it would probably be wise to leave the 

spouse temporarily until the pressures of the situation ease.  But 

you should continue an attempt to work things out.) 
 

(2) If the non-Christian leaves, the Christian should "let him 

depart." This does not mean that you will have a right to remarry.  

"Not under bondage", (v. 15) refers to the bond of marital 

obligations, not to the marriage bond. If the unbeliever does not 

commit adultery then you must remain unmarried. 
 

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.  Pray for spiritual strength, for 

increased faith, for your children,and for the conversion of your 

spouse -- no matter how impossible it may seem to you right now. 

-  Roger Hillis 

 



Has The Gospel Lost Its Power? 
 

 “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 

God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 

and also to the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16). “. . . I declare unto you the 

gospel . . . by which ye are saved . . .” (I Cor. 15:1-2). Paul said 

the Thessalonians were “called” to salvation by the gospel. (2 

Thess. 2:13-14). 
 

Jesus said those who come to Him are called by God. He then 

states the manner of that calling — “Every man that hath heard, 

and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” (John 6:44-45). 

One is called to Christ, to salvation, by God; and that calling is by 

the gospel. There is the same power in the gospel now that was 

present when Paul preached it and wrote it. If souls are not being 

saved in this present generation, it is because they are not 

“hearing” and “learning” the gospel. The failure is not in the gospel 

itself (the power unto salvation), but is rather in those who 

possess it and know it — their failure to teach others. 
 

In the present, there is frequently more emphasis placed on 

devices and schemes conceived by men to attract the populace 

than there is on the gospel - God’s power to Save. Some resort to 

the construction of an eye-catching, “million dollar” edifice in 

which to meet; some to their plush carpets; some to recreational 

facilities for all ages; some to preaching which simply scratches 

the itching ears of those who fill the pews; and others to “women’s 

circles” and such like. There is almost no limit to the list of 

gadgets and gimmicks used to beguile the multitudes with the 

hope that a little truth might he taught in small doses. 
 



Brick and mortar, though many may be attracted thereby, leads 

few to “mortify the deeds of the body,” becoming dead to the 

world and putting on Christ. Deep-piled carpets offer little 

testimony to produce conviction in the sinner’s heart. When 

recreation is emphasized, many fail to understand that “Godliness 

is profitable for all things . . . the life that now is and that which is 

to come.” And so with all concoctions of men that de-emphasize 

the gospel of Christ. 
 

When a church must continually employ humanly devised 

schemes to draw others, it is overlooking the greatest scheme of 

all – the Scheme of Redemption, the drawing power of God. 

-  Norman E. Fultz, Truth Magazine, 02/1959 

 

 

THE WARNING 
 

The antediluvians would not be warned by the preaching of Noah, and 

suspected nothing till the flood came, and swept them all away.  The Jews 

in like manner would not be warned by our Lord and his apostles, and 

could not be aroused from their apathy and indifference till their devoted 

city was invested with armies.  So shall it be at the coming of the Son of 

man. Great trials are upon those who intend to maintain truth and 

righteousness. May we be able to stand the coming to the surface.  Let us 

not slumber, but watch and strengthen the things that remain and are ready 

to die.  Let us hold fast and be faithful, lest the trying hour comes on us 

unexpectedly. Let us sing, and sing with the spirit and the understanding:  

"Nearer, my God, to thee." May we find grace to stand in the evil day, and 

have done all to stand.   

-  unknown, via, The Instructor October 1973. 

 



Contend for the Faith! 
 

Jude begins his letter: "Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to 

write unto you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write 

unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which 

was once for all delivered unto the saints." (Jude 3).  In writing to 

other Christians he was able to write of their "common salvation," 

which was shared alike by every 

Christian.  This expression is similar to Paul's when writing to 

Titus of a "common faith." (Titus 1:4).  It is this common faith that 

Jude exhorts Christians to contend earnestly for.   
 

While Christians are not to be driven by a contentious spirit, loving 

a dispute for the sake of disputing (Titus 3:2), they must contend 

for the faith.  They must defend the faith from attack by those who 

would pervert or destroy it, uphold and advance the faith through 

every door of opportunity, both far and near.  To accomplish this 

successfully the Christian must love the faith of Jesus Christ and 

desire the triumph of His gospel, disavowing any personal 

victories and self-exaltation.  The Christian loves to see the cause 

of his Lord and Master advanced in the lives of other people.  He 

wants to generate no personal following. He wants others to see 

and follow Christ.  For this he strives and contends whole 

heartedly. 
 

Notice that the faith of which Jude speaks was "once for all 

delivered unto the saints," indicating no on-going continuous 

delivering of revelation. The faith is complete; there are no 

missing parts that have yet to be revealed. Further, it is sufficient 

not only to perfect us (2 Tim. 3:16-17), but also to last as long as 

man lives in time.  The faith, or the gospel, is the final and 



completed revelation of God to man, and it will remain such for all 

time.  There are no better covenants or better promises that are 

future as far as mortal man is concerned. 
 

Christian, are you contending for THE faith of Christ? You must in 

order to please God.    

-  GFS 

 

 
>  PEOPLE WHO WONDER WHERE THIS YOUNGER 

GENERATION IS HEADED WILL DO WELL TO 

CONSIDER WHERE IT CAME FROM. 

 

>  “A gem cannot be polished without friction, nor a man 

perfected without trials.” 
 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “If I Were Young Again!” 
(Text: Prov. 1:8-9); Sunday evening: “The Mysteries of God!” (Text: Matt. 
13:10-11).  
 


