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Children's Influence Upon Parents 
 

Children can influence their parents just as parents can influence 

their children. The following story about an imaginary couple may 

have been duplicated in the lives of many of our readers. 

 

George and Mary were a wonderful couple as they began their life 

together. Throughout their youth they had received strong 

teaching concerning worldliness, and their conduct showed the 

effects of that teaching. They had been taught faithfulness in 

attendance, and they never missed a service for "anything.” In 

character and conviction, they were blameless. 

 

This young couple failed, however, to instill into the hearts of their 

children these same convictions. Consequently, as the children 

reached their teens, they began to put pressure on their parents 

to let them do what all the other young people were doing. 

Gradually the will of the parents was broken down, and they 

began to permit their children to do things they never dreamed 

their children would ever do. 
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Rationalization came easy for George and Mary. "After all, the 

Bible is not specific in these matters," they thought. "The Bible 

says ' modest apparel ', but it doesn't define modesty." "And, 

they're only planning to go to the dance; they aren't planning to 

dance.” “We can't say ' no ' to everything, " they said. When 

Junior began to show unusual athletic ability, the question of 

attending services became a problem. At first they took Junior out 

of games and brought him to midweek services, but then the team 

began to depend more and more on him. The play-offs came, and 

the team's only hope in the play-offs was for Junior to play. 

George and Mary gave in. And once they had given in, they had 

no more argument for the future. Junior never missed another 

game to "go to church." 

 

George and Mary often found themselves on the defensive in 

Bible classes. They began to argue for their children's behavior. 

And, the more accustomed they became to their children's 

actions, the more innocent their actions seemed to be. 

 

Eventually, their own conduct became affected. They reached the 

point where they thought nothing of missing on Friday night during 

a meeting to see Junior play ball. Mary even adopted some of the 

daughter's dress habits, although remaining sufficiently "discreet" 

to stay in the good graces of the brethren. 

 

Yes, George and Mary are still in good standing in the church, 

and their change has been so gradual that many fail to realize 

that they are not the strong Christians they formerly were. What 

happened to George and Mary? Instead of bringing their children 



"up" in the nurture and admonition of the "Lord", their children 

brought them "down" in the nurture and admonition of the devil. " 

 

Our children may do wrong, but they must not do wrong with our 

permission. We do not seek anger, but repentance. Parents, 

would your names fit in the place of "George" and "Mary" in the 

above story? 

-  Bill Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

Work 
 

Someone has said, "Work is the inevitable condition of human 

life, the true source of human welfare." (Leo Tolstoy). Probably 

the most unhappy people on earth are those who have nothing 

worthwhile to do, -and this applies in many instances with as 

much truth to the wealthy "Club woman" at the top of the social 

ladder as to the bum at the bottom. Congenial and useful work is 

the secret of mental and physical well-being. 

 

It has been said, "If a man does not work, neither shall he eat." 

History may give credit to one of our founding fathers for this rule, 

but actually an apostle of our Lord penned these words to a group 

of Christians who were not working at all, but had become 

busybodies and were walking disorderly. (2 Thess. 3: 10). 

 



This rule was a maxim among the Jews. It is founded in obvious 

justice, and is in accordance with the great law under which our 

Creator has placed us. That rule says, "In the sweat of thy face 

shalt thou eat bread" (Gen. 3:19). 

 

This rule, as stated by Paul, extends to all who are able to work 

for a living, and binds us not to contribute to their support if they 

will not labor for it. No one can be justified in assisting a lazy man. 

 

Our welfare society seems to have missed the point in Paul's 

teaching. He gave a rule by which people could regulate their 

lives. They had the right to choose whether they would feast or 

starve, and it would be settled on the simple issue as to whether 

or not they would work. How simple! 

 

Of course, this rule did not apply to the handicapped that were 

physically or mentally unable to work - or where no opportunity for 

work existed. There were provisions for such. But no provision 

was to be made for the lazy and indifferent. If they preferred 

starvation to work, it was their own choice to make and none 

should interfere. In no possible circumstances are we to foster 

indolence. Weak and foolish administration of funds for charitable 

purposes has too often fostered the poverty it aimed at curing. 

Indiscriminate giving is here forbidden. Let everybody learn the 

simple lesson that "you have to milk the cow to get the milk; and 

you have to fight off the bees to get the honey." 

-  Mason Harris 

 

 

 



There is Nothing for Me to Do! 
 

I am amazed at the number of people in the church who complain 

that there is nothing for them to do. By this they generally mean 

that the elders have not given them a specific assignment. Does 

this excuse them from not being active in the greatest cause on 

earth? No! 

 

Every member must realize that the Lord has already assigned 

them specific duties like helping to restore brothers who have 

been caught in any trespass (Gal. 6:l) and bearing one another's 

burdens (Gal. 6:2). 

 

Each one of us is under the commission we call great (Mk. 16:15, 

16) and hence we need to be sharing the Gospel with one and all. 

Why should anyone have to give this to us as a specific 

assignment? The Lord has already done it. 

 

Take a look at the judgment scene in Matthew 25:3 1-36 and note 

that we are to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the 

naked, visit the sick and imprisoned. Do we need an assignment 

from the elders to do these things? I think not since our judgment 

is to be based upon our doing them. 

 

What about taking the time to offer an encouraging word to that 

person or persons you know who needs an encouraging word? 

There are those in the hospital, rest homes, or who are confined 

at home who would be helped if you would visit them. Why would 

any Christian need a specific assignment to be a genuine helper 



in such cases? "But to do good and to communicate forget not: 

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased" (Heb. 13: 16).  

-  Don Deffenbaugh 

 

 

 

 

The Average 
 

"If a man stand with one foot on a hot stove and one foot in a 

freezer, some statisticians would assert that, on the average, he's 

comfortable.'' Which reminds me of some who seem to feel that 

they can come to church on Sunday and yet live like the devil 

during the week. They say that they are, on the average, pretty 

good people. Yet he cannot be ``comfortable'' any more than the 

man with his foot on the stove and the other in a freezer. He is the 

double-minded man who is unstable in all his ways. He has only 

enough religion to be miserable, but not enough to go to heaven. 

 

Our Lord does not prefer an ``average.'' He wants His people to 

be either ``cold or hot.'' The ``average'' (in this case, 

lukewarmness) nauseates Him, and He will spew out of His 

mouth those who are lukewarm (Rev. 3:15,16). Brother, you had 

better get all the way on the Lord's side now lest you spend 

eternity with the Devil. 

-  Forrest Moyer 

 

 



> “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 

moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands 

at times of challenge and controversy.” 

 

> “Great occasions do not make heroes or cowards; they simply 

unveil them to the eyes of men. Silently and imperceptibly, 

as we wake or sleep, we grow strong or weak; and at last 

some crisis shows what we have become.” 

 

> “An excuse is worse and more terrible than a lie, for an 

excuse is a lie guarded.” 
 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Veils That Prevail!” (Text: 2 
Cor. 3:12-16); Sunday evening: “Priests: Holy and Royal!” (Text: 1 Pet. 2:4-
5, 9-10). 
 
 


