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"Lift Up Your Eyes- - -" 
 
In the parable of the seed and the sower (Luke 8), Jesus likens the 
dispositions of men in receiving the word of God to various kinds of soil 
receiving the seed. Of the four types of soil depicted, only in that one 
identified as good ground did the seed spring up and bear much fruit. In 
terms of people this represents those which in an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
 
While it is important to understand the kind of heart which will receive and 
respond to God’s word, it is equally important to understand that we cannot 
determine who has such a heart! Failure to realize this prompted many to 
become soil inspectors, deciding who will and who won’t receive the gospel 
seed. It is my judgment that this practice has hindered our sowing efforts 
immeasurably. We simply do not have the right to decide for anyone that 
they will not accept God’s word— especially in view of the grave 
consequences involved. We may think we know, but the truth is that we do 
not and cannot really know who may respond to the gospel call. For who 
among men knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of the man, which 
is in him? (1 Cor. 2:11). 
 
Such grading (and degrading) of prospects may be associated with at least 
two mistakes. First, we overrate our ability to judge character; secondly, we 
underrate the power of the gospel to change men. Too often our idea of a 
prime candidate for conversion is the person of high principles and good 
morals. In other words we mostly look for a Cornelius or a Lydia-type to 
convert while ignoring the lost among the scourge-of-society types. To 
most of us the adulterous Samaritan woman would have been considered 
poor pickin’s. But she not only responded to Christ’s teaching, she brought 
others to Him. And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him 



because of the word of the woman (John 4:39). Perhaps the disciples of 
Jesus had been thinking it a waste of time to talk with such a person, for in 
this same context they are told, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, 
that they are white already unto harvest (v. 35). Would you have taken the 
gospel to such a woman? — even if she had been your next-door 
neighbor? 
 
Brother Clyde Goff of California has recently told me of remarkable cases 
of conversion including nightclub entertainers, bartenders, go-go dancers, 
hippy-types, drunkards and would-be infidels. He says they often make the 
most diligent and zealous workers in the church! Why do we shun such 
characters? Christ died for them! Many such people desperately want 
something better. In the gospel we have what they need most! Will we 
withhold it? Do we not appreciate the unsearchable riches of Christ and its 
power to save souls? What or who have we to fear? Perhaps we too need 
to lift up our eyes. We may see that the very richest soil is to be found in 
those places we have been most reluctant to sow the gospel seed. We may 
see the need to do more sowing and less inspecting. We may see the real 
need of all the world and every creature. 

- Dan S. Shipley 

 

He Loves Even Me 
 
How may one, who is pure, relate to sin, and the sinner? Light has no 
fellowship with darkness — Come ye out from among them... saith the Lord 
(2 Cor. 6:14-18). Yet, Jesus Christ, the purest of pure, lived no monastic 
life. The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a 
gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! But 
wisdom is justified of all her children (Lu. 7:34-35). 
 
Space will not permit discussion of the many examples of Jesus 
association with sinners, but we urge you to read: Lu. 7:36-50; 15:2-32; 
19:1-10 and Jn. 8:3-11; then think with us. 
 
First, we should realize that much Jesus criticism came from people who 
judged themselves righteous on a basis of externals I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess (Lu. 18:10-14). The fault is 



compounded when we judge ourselves sounded because we oppose 
something. Such prejudicial and superficial judgment makes it easy to 
classify all tax collectors (etc.) as sinners, rather than fairly deal with each 
one. 
 
But the universal lesson in all of Jesus dealing with sinners— and the ever-
present contrast of his attitude with that of the Pharisees— was his genuine 
concern for them. Like a parent whose child has contracted some 
loathsome disease, he could shrink from the foul contamination even as he 
reached lovingly for the victim. 
 
Jesus rejected the idea of defilement via touch (Mk. 7:14-23); insisting we 
keep a pure heart as protection against corruption. He shrank not from the 
woman of bad reputation, when she evinced repentance and came to him 
for understanding. He could not allow a sulky elder brother to dampen the 
joy in heaven over a sinner that repents. He went to Zaccheus house for 
the same reason a fisherman goes to water. He sought the lost— where 
they were. He told the adulterous woman, Go, and sin no more. 
 
We may dismiss our Lords compassion as a divine attribute, unreal. Failing 
to appreciate his motives, we may even excuse (?) our vile life by his pure 
examples. But we will not be Christ like until we learn this love. 

- Robert F. Turner 

 

Quitting the Church 
 

One member of the church to another: "Sorry you quit the church, we miss 

you." "Oh, I haven't quit the church, I just haven't been coming," replied the 

other. "Well," said the first person, "if you were to quit, how would you go 

about it?" 

 

It is a rare specimen who will admit, even to himself, that he no longer has 

any appetite for spiritual things; that the flame that once burned in his heart 

is now only a faint and fading flicker; that a Lord's day meeting to worship 

God is a boresome ordeal; that Bible study holds nothing of interest to him. 

I doubt that there is a backslider anywhere who is willing to make an honest 



appraisal of his spiritual condition. In order to avoid seeing himself as he is, 

he makes excuses. That's what excuses are for; that's where they were 

conceived and born. But next Sunday morning when you are polishing up 

some old time-worn excuse to relieve your uneasy conscience until the 

hour for meeting has passed, and you can sink back into your apathy with 

that comforting little sedative that you have used so long: "We will get 

started back soon," I ask you to consider this: Which is worse, just to come 

out boldly and declare that you are through with the church for good, or to 

reach the same destination one week at a time? 

 

Some of the excuses we offer the Lord for refusing to attend worship we 

would not have the nerve to offer an intelligent friend. One says, "I work 

shift-work." I've heard that one many times. But some of the most faithful 

members I know where I have preached work shifts that were 

"inconvenient" for others to attend. I know quite a bit about shift-work first-

hand. I ran a shovel three years while preaching full-time for a 

congregation. Two of those years I worked three different shifts each week: 

one day, two evenings, and two graveyards. It is true that we cannot 

always attend every service, but "I work shift-work" is no reason for quitting 

the church. It's just an old and tired and overworked excuse. 

 

We can try the validity of our excuses by offering them to our employers. 

Try telling him that you want a few days off, with pay, so you can be at 

home with your baby who has a cold. Try telling him that some real good 

friends dropped in just as you were ready to leave for work and you thought 

it would be rude of you not to stay home and entertain them. Or you might 

try telling him that one of the fellows you worked with said something 

unfriendly to you and hurt your feelings and that you are not coming back to 

work until he apologizes and shows a friendlier attitude--and of course you 

will expect to be kept on the payroll during that time. If that one doesn't 

work, tell him that some of the people where you work aren't all they claim 

to be (hypocritical); they break company rules all the time and some of 

them do things that are immoral, and that if the company doesn't do 

something about it you are going to QUIT! Just try it! Of course we won't try 

it! We know that if our employer did that kind of business, he would not be 



in business. We offer such gems as these only to the Lord. We might 

remember that He knows better too. 

- Luther Blackmon, via Truth Magazine, 07/28/77 

 

 

> “The highest reward for a man’s toil is not what he gets for it, but 

what he becomes by it!" 

 

> “The sure way to gain respect is to gain it by conduct!” 

 

> “If it were as easy to arouse enthusiasm as it is to arouse suspicion, 

just think what could be accomplished!” 

 

> “It just seems that one of the greatest labor-saving inventions of all 

time is TOMORROW!" 

 

> “Wouldn’t it be wonderful if mistakes could be sold for as much as 

they cost?" 

 

> "People need love, especially when they don’t deserve it!" 

 


