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SOME THINGS YOUNGER CHRISTIANS NEED 

FROM OLDER CHRISTIANS 
 

While the scriptures do not teach that there is any virtue merely in being old, there is great 

virtue in the life of an aged disciple of Christ who has faithfully served Christ and others 

through the years. There are many wonderful blessings which these older Christians can 

give to younger Christians. 

 

1. Younger Christians need the APPROVAL of older brethren. I recognize that the 

personal opinions and actions of the two groups may be poles apart. However, when 

younger Christians are striving to do right, they need to know that their older brothers and 

sisters approve of their general conduct of life. It is a shame that some older brethren will 

not give their approval to the young simply because the young differ from them in matters 

of personal judgment and conduct! Some, even with the passing of years, have never 

learned the difference between a matter of faith and a matter of opinion or taste. They 

almost make their own opinions the basis of fellowship. 

 

Young Christians must learn to serve the Lord faithfully regardless of the approval or 

disapproval of others, but how much sweeter life is for both the young and aged in Christ 

when there is mutual approval of the direction of each other’s lives. 

 

2. Younger Christians need the WISDOM of older saints. Paul instructed older saints 

to instruct the younger ones in Titus 2:1-7. Think of the wealth of knowledge and wisdom 

within the hearts and minds of aged soldiers of the cross. They need to be willing to share 

their wealth of wisdom, and the young need to be willing to profit by it. Such profit far 

exceeds that which comes from silver and gold. 

 



3. Younger Christians need the EXAMPLE of aged disciples. Last year I heard a 

woman say after a service at a gospel meeting I was conducting, "If it rains I have an 

umbrella and if it snows I have my boots. Rain or snow, I'll be here to worship, if at all 

possible!" The sister is well into her 90's! At another meeting an aged brother told me, "If 

I'm not here when you come back for another meeting, don't worry about me. I'll be 

alright." He wasn't talking about quitting the Lord. He was talking about quitting the walks 

of men to go and be with the Lord! 

 

What a great blessing it is to know that there are some brethren who have faithfully served 

the Lord through many years of trial and trouble and have grown increasingly into the 

likeness of Christ. These aged disciples are not just going to die to be with Christ. They 

HAVE LIVED TO BE WITH CHRIST! Death will enable them to enter the presence of Him 

for whom they have given their lives. All the money in the world could not profit the young 

Christian as much as the example of an aged disciple. 

 

4. Young Christians need the ENCOURAGEMENT of aged brethren. It's easy to find 

fault with the young and to criticize them. It's more difficult to correct them in love and 

patience. The aged who are truly wise understand that the main concern is the personal 

growth and development of a young heart and life and not the temporary embarrassment 

from a youthful mistake. Nothing will build up the young more than the thoughtful word of 

encouragement from an aged brother or sister in Christ. Nothing will shoot them down 

quicker than the thoughtless word of discouragement from an aged brother or sister 

whose wisdom does not match the number of their years. 

 

5. Young Christians need the PRAYERS of older Christians. "The effectual fervent 

prayer of a righteous man availeth much" — James 5:16. The young not only need the 

prayers of their aged brethren, they need to know that they have them. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Aging brethren, let the younger Christians know that you approve of their lives when they 

are striving to do right. Share with them your wisdom and show unto them your faithful 

and righteous life. Help build them up in the most holy faith and pray for them. They need 

these things from you and you'll be far richer for giving them. 

 

Young brethren, realize the wealth of your heritage! Realize that while times and customs 

change through the years, the sun that rises today is the same sun that rose fifty or 

seventy years ago. Understand that there are timeless and unchanging truths you 

desperately need to learn to be properly guided and governed in your life for the Lord. 

Look unto your older brethren who are striving to do right and profit from the "gold mine" 



they want to give you. Never forget that a life of faithful service to the Lord and to others 

will be the greatest honor you could ever bestow upon those aged loved ones who went 

before and showed you the way of life. 
— Tommy Hagewood, via Locust Light, 1984 

 

New Year Begins Any Time 
 
One November we ordered a new automobile, which did not arrive until the new year. As 

we cleaned out the old car, I muttered, “How did we accumulate so much junk?” We 

sorted through old maps, dried-up ballpoint pens, outdated addresses and loose coins. 

 

We made unwavering resolutions about keeping this new car clean, orderly and 

functioning properly. Thinking about resolutions, I sensed a connection between a new 

car and a new year. The first order of business is to clear out the clutter, discard the 

useless, remove the dust and dirt. Begin fresh! 

 

A new year can begin anytime in our lives. We can sort through old attitudes, clean our 

minds of envy, toss out the habits of gossip and carrying grudges. We can resolve to keep 

our promises and curb our anger. 

 

I stood back and surveyed the fresh, shiny car. Yes, a new year could begin anytime or 

any place. A lot of things from the past need discarding. Things we collect that are of no 

more value or usefulness need to be trashed. Paul wrote, “But now ye also put off all 

these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not 

one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds” (Col. 3: 8-9). 

 

It is amazing how a brand-new car changes your life. None of the old squeaks, rattles and 

knocks. Cruising down the road in a brand-new auto is a delight. So is the journey ahead, 

if we can truly forget things in the past and press on to greater things. 
- Dudley Ross Spears 

 

“Whose Heart The Lord Opened” 
 

When the Bible says a thing, no one should deny it. That the Lord opened Lydia's heart 

is the plain statement of the text itself, and should not be questioned (Acts 16:14). But the 

text does not say “how” he opened her heart. 

 



The “how” should not be assumed if there is any way to learn what it was. Several years 

later, Paul, who preached to Lydia, said the gospel was the power of God unto salvation. 

(Rom. 1:16.) The word “heart,” when a change is under consideration, means the mind, 

not the physical heart (Heb. 8:10 compared with 10:16). 

 

To open the heart means to enlighten the mind. If to open the heart means to enlighten 

the mind, then her heart was opened when she heard Paul’s preaching. David said: “The 

opening of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple" (Ps. 119: 130). 

Besides this, Paul was sent to “open people's eyes” (Acts 26:16-18). 

 

Opening the eyes also means to give enlightenment (Eph. 1:18); hence, it means the 

same as opening the heart. Since Paul was sent to do the very work in question and was 

there preaching the gospel to Lydia, the only reasonable conclusion is that God opened 

her heart through Paul's preaching. Being thus enlightened, she was ready to obey the 

commands Paul gave her. Her faith came through hearing the word. (Rom. 10: 17). 

- John T. Hinds, Gospel Advocate, 1935 

 

Christ Died for All Men 
 

Muretus, a very learned yet poor man, on one occasion fell ill. He was taken to a place 

where the destitute were kept. The doctors, discussing his case in Latin, said, “This poor 

creature is of no value to anyone. It is unnecessary to spend time and effort on one so 

worthless.” Muretus, the scholar that he was, spoke to them in Latin and made this 

remarkable utterance: “Call no man worthless for whom Christ died.” 

 

One of the reasons that we are not reaching more people with the Gospel is our failure to 

realize the value of a soul. Jesus died for all men (Hebrews 2:9). The grace of God that 

brings salvation has appeared to all men (Titus 2:11). The value of a soul, Jesus said, 

was worth more than the entire world (Matthew 16:24ff). 

 

We would give ten thousand worlds at the judgment day for opportunities we allowed to 

pass us by; opportunities when we failed to reach those that are lost with the saving 

Gospel. I urge you—do not wait, begin at once, teach your neighbor the truth. 

- Author Unknown 

 

 

> “The world divides people horizontally (upper & lower class), but God divides them 

vertically (to the right and to the left)!" 

 



> “The garments we weave in time, we will wear in eternity!” 

 

> “Neither age nor love can be hidden for very long!” 

 

> “Only the Bread of Life will truly fill our hunger!’" 

 

> “Instead of praying for an easier life let us pray to be stronger men and women!" 

 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Three Principles of God’s Dealing With 

Man!” (Text: Rom. 1:1-6); Sunday evening: Daniel: A Man Ready For Life's Challenges! 


