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A Wholesome Respect for Temptation 
 

In 1 Corinthians 10:13, the apostle Paul, having warned his 

readers of the real danger of falling away from Christ, gives a 

word of encouragement:  "But God is faithful, who will not allow 

you to be tempted above what your are able, but with the 

temptation will also make a way of escape, that you may be able 

to bear it." 

 

We need to know two things about temptation - that it is a serious 

and dangerous business not to be toyed with, and yet it is not 

impossible to resist and defeat it if we act wisely.  Temptation is 

not sin.  The sinless Son of God was tempted (Hebrews 4:15; 1 

Peter 2:21-22).   But temptation is a serious occasion for sin and 

playing with it is an invitation to disaster. 

 

In Proverbs 7, Solomon describes a foolish young man who is 

seduced by a woman of easy virtue.  One could almost feel sorry 

for this naive youth who is completely overwhelmed by the 

knowing charm of a wily seductress, save for one fact.  Solomon 

says that he was "a young man devoid of understanding, passing 
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along the street near her corner; and he took the path to her 

house."  He was not on her street accidentally, and he did not go 

near her house by chance.  This young man was titillating himself 

with temptation, putting himself squarely in its way and daring it to 

take him.    He was much like the young boy who, having been 

warned by his father not to swim in a certain stream, came home 

one day trying to conceal his wet swimsuit.  "Why did you disobey 

me?"  His father asked him.  "I didn't mean to, but I was suddenly 

tempted," the boy said.  "But why did you have your swimsuit with 

you?" the father continued.  "Oh," the boy answered, "I took it 

along just in case I was tempted." 

 

The Lord has promised a way of escape from every temptation, 

every trial - a way to endure it.  But there will be no escape for 

those who approach sin's invitation with interest rather than with 

fear.  Satan, Peter says, goes about "like a roaring lion" seeking 

someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8).  It makes no sense to put your 

head in the lion's mouth.  Young people do this by hanging 

around the drug crowd or militant adolescent rebels.  Husbands 

and wives do it by developing a too easy and carefree relationship 

with friends of the opposite sex.  Preachers do it by carelessly 

counseling women alone and in private.  Christians vulnerable to 

covetousness do it by collecting too many "things" and gathering 

associates and friends whose whole world revolves around 

money. 

 

It's a dangerous thing to hold long conversations with the Devil 

like Eve did.  One is apt to find himself in the position of Lewis 

Carroll's owl: 

 



"I passed by his garden and marked with one eye 

How the Owl and the Panther were sharing a pie; 

The Panther took pie-crust, and gravy and meat, 

While the Owl had the dish as its share of the treat. 

 

When the pie was all finished, the Owl, as a boon, 

Was kindly permitted to pocket the spoon; 

While the Panther received knife and fork with a growl 

And concluded the banquet by eating the Owl."  

 

Better we take young Joseph's example and run from the 

presence of temptation as fast as our legs can carry us.  "Flee 

sexual immorality," warns Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:18.  "Flee from 

idolatry," he urges in 1 Corinthians 10:14.  "Flee youthful lusts," 

he says in 2 Timothy 2:22.  So, when sin comes asking for a 

conference, it is time to run, not to hang around and think about it.  

Running from temptation is running for your life. 

 

But the flight from temptation must be more than a running from 

sin.  It must be a running to God.  When Satan conspires to 

seduce us, we need, like frightened children, to seek our Father's 

side.  There s no idea, which inhabits the Psalms so much as 

God's certain care of His people.  "God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble.  Therefore will we not fear…"   

(46:1-2) "How precious is thy lovingkindness, O God!  And the 

children of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wing" (36:7).  

"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide 

under the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say of Jehovah, He is my 

refuge and my fortress; My God in whom I trust" (91:1-2). 

 



God is sure refuge from temptation because He "cannot be 

tempted with evil, and he himself tempteth no man" (James 1:13).  

God is a certain haven from Satan's alluring lies because in Christ 

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden 

(Colossians 2:3).  It is in the certainty of His Father's word that our 

Savior took refuge when meeting in the wilderness the fierce 

onslaught of the Devil.  We should be so wise. 

- Paul Earnhart 

 

What Matters Most? 
  
“Let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so 

easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is 

set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 

of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

  

From The Biblical Illustrator I saw this illustration about discerning 

what really matters. In the Jules Verne’s novel, The Mysterious 

Island, he tells of five men who escaped a Civil War prison by 

hijacking a hot air balloon. As they rise into the air, they realize 

the wind is carrying them over the ocean, and they are powerless 

to stop it. Watching their homeland disappear on the horizon, they 

wonder how much longer the balloon can stay aloft. 

  

The hours pass and the surface of the ocean draws gradually 

closer. Since they had no way to heat the air for it to rise in the 

balloon, the men decide they must cast some weight overboard. 



Shoes, overcoats and weapons that they worked so hard to 

collect for the escape are reluctantly discarded. The anxious 

aviators feel their balloon rise. Yet, it is only temporary. They 

slowly descend again and draw dangerously close to the waves. 

Then, they had to toss their food. They realize it is better to be 

high and hungry than to drown on a full belly! 

  

Unfortunately, lightening their load helps only for a short time. The 

craft again floats downward and threatens to crash into the sea. 

One man has an idea: they can tie the ropes that hold the 

passenger car to themselves. Then, they could cut away the 

basket beneath them. As they sever the very thing they had been 

standing on, it drops into the ocean and the balloon rises again. 

  

In the nick of time, they spot land! When they drift close enough to 

the island, the five men jump into the water and swim to safety on 

the island. 

  

They had lived, when they otherwise might have perished, 

because they were able to discern the difference between what 

really was needed and what was not. The necessities they once 

thought they couldn’t live without, in that critical situation, were 

really the very weights that almost cost them their lives. 

  

Christians must learn to not let the “trivial many crowd out the vital 

few.” In fact, the only thing that any of us will carry from this life is 

our character we have developed, in following Christ, by the 

thoughts we think, the attitudes we harbor, the words we say and 

the deeds we do. Every physical thing -- our homes, our cars, our 

clothes, our furniture, our bank, our workplace, etc. “will be 



burned up” (2 Pet. 3:10-13)! We won’t even take any pictures of 

them as souvenirs to show each other in heaven! Our physical 

blessings can become our curse if we are consumed with them 

and “choke out” our primary relationship with our Creator (Mark 

4:18-19). It is God’s eternal purpose to train and transform our 

character into the image of Jesus Christ, so we’re fitted for eternal 

glory (Rom. 8:29-30, Eph 2:4-10, Titus 2:11-14). This pursuit is 

what matters most in this life. 

  

So, in our journey to eternity, we must know what to ignore, what 

sins to shun, what to hold lightly, when to let go, and how to 

always keep our eyes focused foremost on our Lord, who ever 

beckons us onward and upward to Himself in our heavenly home 

(Phil. 3:13-14, Matt 6:33, Luke 10:41-42). Jesus our example 

gained nothing great this world offers, yet He gained everything 

God offers (Phil. 2:5-11). So, when we’re frustrated and stressed 

out, we must ask ourselves, “What difference will this make in 

eternity?” In the end, preparing ourselves by faith for that 

inevitable interview with our Creator is the true purpose of life. 

Everything else in this world is ultimately like arranging deck 

chairs on the Titanic. 

- W. Frank Walton 

 

 

 

 

 



Orphans of the Living 
by Edgar A. Guest 

 

We think of orphans only as little girls and lads, 

Who haven’t any mothers and who haven’t any dads. 

They are grouped with other children and in groups they’re put to 

bed 

With some stranger paid to listen while their little prayers are said. 

All the grown-ups look with pity on such lonely children small 

And declare to be an orphan is the saddest fate of all. 

But sometime I look about me and with sorrow hang my head 

As I gaze on something sadder than the orphans of the dead. 

Far more pitiful and tragic as the long days come and go 

Are the orphans of the parents they’re not allowed to know. 

They’re orphans of the living, left alone to romp and play. 

From their fathers and their mothers by ambition shut away. 

They have fathers who are busy and so weighted down with cares 

That they haven’t time to listen to a little child’s affairs. 

They have mothers who imagine life could give them, if it would, 

Something richer, something better than the joys of motherhood. 

So their children learn from strangers, and by stranger’s hands 

are fed, 

And the nurse, for so much money, nightly tucks them into bed. 

Lord, I would not grow so busy that I cannot drop my task 

To answer every question which that child of mine may ask. 

Let me never serve ambition here so selfishly, I pray, 

That I cannot stop to listen to the things my children have to say. 

For whatever cares beset them, let them know I’m standing by. 

I don’t want to make them orphans till the day I come to die. 

 



 

> "Knowing what to do is very, very different than actually 

doing it!" 

 

> "If you change nothing, nothing changes!" 

 

> “Christ had his adversaries and slanderers; and you wish to 

have everyone as friends and benefactors? Whence will 

your patience win its crown if it has encountered nothing 

of adversity?”  - Thomas Kempis 

 

 

    

 
THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Loyalty to Christ!” (Text: 2 
Cor. 11:3); Sunday evening: “Christianity: A Personal Religion!” (John 
12:26). 
 
 
GOSPEL MEETING 2016: Our Gospel Meeting is scheduled for July 24-
29, with Josh Thornhill, of Wildersville, preaching.   
 


