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"They Kept Right On" 
 

For the second time the apostles had been imprisoned and given strict orders not to do 

further teaching in the name of Jesus (Acts 5:28). Now, after their third arrest and facing 

almost sure prospects of death, the highly regarded Gamaliel intervenes in their behalf, 

resulting in their release with a beating and a warning to speak no more in the name of 

Jesus. The remarkable response of these dedicated men is seen in the last two verses 

of Acts 5. Not only did they rejoice in being considered worthy to suffer for His name, but 

“every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and 

preaching Jesus as the Christ.” (NASV). 

 

That they kept right on speaks volumes in regard to the faith and character of these Godly 

men — and it shows us why Jerusalem (v.28) and the whole Roman empire (Col. 1:23) 

had come to be filled with the gospel message in a relatively short time. And neither was 

such dedication limited to just these apostles. In Acts 2 we read of how other saints also 

kept right on in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. (v.42) Later, when scattered abroad because of the great persecution against 

the church, they still kept right on preaching the word (Acts 8:4). In persecution, in poverty; 

in prison, in palaces; in public, in private; in season and out, let it ever be said to their 

credit, they kept right on teaching the gospel. Without benefit of newspaper, radio or 

television; without auto or airplane; even without comfortable meeting places in good 

locations, they kept right on! For a time many of the young churches were without elders 



and full-time preachers, but you know what? They just kept right on! Sure, they had their 

church problems. They had squabbles, false teachers, divisions, weak and sinful brethren 

to be reckoned with. So they reckoned; no doubt some quit. But the faithful just kept right 

on anyway. 

 

The pressing need of our day is for saints like that — men and women of such faith and 

character as to keep right on serving God without having to be begged and pampered; 

men and women concerned enough about lost souls to keep right on trying to help save 

them. Our need is for the abiding sense of urgency that motivated our first century 

brethren — the kind that made Paul say, I press on. Without it, we’re not likely to fill even 

the local church with the teaching of Christ, much less our neighborhoods and cities. What 

a tragedy that so many who profess allegiance to such an urgent cause would do so little 

to advance it — or would give up at the slightest obstacle or discouragement! — And this 

in the midst of the most favorable circumstances possible. Oh we of little faith! Just think 

of the amazing results possible if every member in every local church would begin and 

just keep on doing all he knows to do for the Lord (as per 1 Cor. 15:58)! Why, we may 

just keep on having good results, like in the first century. Why not resolve to put away our 

intermittent and sputtering efforts of the past, realizing what we could do — and then, just 

keep right on doing it? 

- Dan S. Shipley, via Plain Talk, September, 1975 

 

Worthy or Unworthy? 
(Acts 13:46) 

 

During the first missionary journey of Paul, he and Barnabas came to Antioch of Pisidia 

and entered the Jewish synagogue on the Sabbath day. Paul preached a masterful 

sermon in which he identified Jesus as the promised Savior of Israel. The message of 

good news was one of forgiveness of sins through belief in Christ, and that He was the 

means of justification before God, not the Law of Moses. (Acts 13:16-41). 

 

Why are these people here? The following Sabbath, almost the entire city came together 

to “hear the word of God.” Evidently, the Jews had never drawn such a crowd. Outsiders 

were suddenly coming to share their religious blessings. 

 

Prejudice is ugly! The popularity of Paul’s message and the sight of these Gentile 

crowds filled them with jealousy, and they “began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, 

and were blaspheming.” God’s word dictated no such contradiction, which nastily went to 

the extreme of blasphemy. Reasoning from the scriptures was useless against such 



passionate Jewish exclusiveness when it came to the point of God’s salvation now being 

available to all nations – “to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16). 

 

Opportunity lost! In Acts 13:46-47, “Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, ‘It 

was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and 

judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. For so 

the Lord has commanded us, 'I have placed You as a light for the Gentiles, That You may 

bring salvation to the end of the earth.'’” It was God’s will for the Jews to hear the gospel 

first since their nation was selected for the role of bringing the Savior into the world. As 

bold advocates of the will of God, Paul and Barnabas had done that. Now they charged 

the contradicting and blaspheming Jews with repudiating the word of God. In so doing, 

these Jews had determined themselves unworthy of eternal life. 

 

Darkness is exposed by light! Observe carefully that they repudiated the word of God. 

Were they not the people who had been “entrusted with the oracles of God” (Rom. 3:2)? 

Now they “thrust it” from themselves (ASV), destroying that sacred trust. They did not 

desire the word of God any longer; they scorned it as if it were nothing. It upset their 

selfish concerns. They didn’t want it; they pushed it away. 

 

What people do to themselves! Also, observe that in so doing, they judged themselves 

unworthy of eternal life. Were these not the people “to whom belongs the adoption as 

sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service 

and the promises,” (Rom. 9:4)? These people who sought for life were now acting as 

judges in their own case; they were passing judgment on themselves that they are not fit 

to have the eternal life that God gives. They do not want God’s word; it is not first and 

foremost, above all things. Their judgment, therefore, is that they are undeserving of the 

grace that God had regarded them as worthy to receive. They took themselves entirely 

out of consideration for the blessing, and they had only themselves to blame. Not that 

they closed the synagogue and gave up their religious practices altogether. No such heart 

indicator would read so obviously the evil that these contradicting and blaspheming Jews 

had allowed. However, by their rejection of God’s will, they became His enemies (Phil. 

3:18)! 

 

Will clay argue with the potter? It was God’s plan all along to provide a Savior, not only 

for Israel, but also for all nations (Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:8; Isa. 2:2). Paul’s commission directly 

from Jesus Christ had now been realized: “to bear My name before the Gentiles” (Acts 

9:15). “For so the Lord has commanded us, 'I have placed You as a light for the Gentiles, 

That You may bring salvation to the end of the earth.” (Acts 13:47; cf. Isa. 49:6). Jews not 

wanting that did not make it a reality. Placing their will above God’s will did not make it 

true. 



 

Repent or perish! The gospel was taken to the synagogues first. Wherever the Jews 

repudiated the word of God and thrust it away the true believers in Christ left the God-

rejecters, embraced the word of God and each other, and became “true Israel” (Rom. 9; 

see Rom. 10:1-4). All that believed were together, just as earlier in Jerusalem (Acts 2:44). 

Without Israel’s repentance, there would be no forgiveness of sins (Acts 5:31). 

 

What is the lesson for me? 

 If I desire the forgiveness of sins, justification before God, it will come through belief 

in Christ, not the Law of Moses. These spiritual blessings are for all! 

 What a very grave danger there is in repudiating the word of God! Any of it! For 

whatever reason! Rejection of the gospel says, practically speaking, that I despise 

the truth. I must never allow my personal concerns, desires, wishes, purposes, 

plans and schemes to EVER take precedence over and above God’s word! 

 By opposing God’s word I am self-judged, self-condemned; I am “unworthy of 

eternal life!” I have only self to blame. Evil attitudes such as pride, arrogance, 

prejudice, jealousy and self-promotion must be put to death in us if we are to be 

Christ’s people and God’s true children. 

 The only way out of those fatal spiritual consequences is change, repentance, 

embracing the knowledge of Christ and His will, loving truth. 

 

Friend, may we help you today to be worthy of eternal life? 

- Gary Smalley 

 

> “The guilty are often the loudest accusers!” 

 

> “The Bible says to bear one another’s burdens, not bear down on them!” 

 

> “Think of your own sins, and you will become more understanding of the sins of 

others!” 

 

> “The devil doesn't care how many Bibles are sold, but how many are READ!” 

 

> “The most awesome responsibility on earth is owning a Bible!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Christian’s Standard For Morality!” 

(Text: Titus 2:11-12); Sunday evening: “The Strange Ways of God!” (John 11:1-16). 


