
The Old Hickory Bulletin 

Old Hickory Church of Christ 
841 Old Hickory Blvd. 

Jackson, TN 38305 

oldhickorycofc.com 

 

September 09, 2018       Volume 38, # 37 

 
 

SOME THINGS THAT CAN NOT BE DONE 
 

There are some things in life that cannot be done. No matter how much they would like 

to see it done, no matter how hard they try, there are some things that just cannot be 

done. For example, no human being can change God’s natural laws. In this material 

world, no one can relive the past. We only live in the present and can only move forward. 

Time is so fixed that it cannot be stopped, reversed or moved forward. No one can keep 

the sun from rising in the morning, or setting in the evening. These things are fixed, and 

man’s puny efforts to change them will always fail. Man has to accept them, and work 

within the perimeters of the fixed laws. 

 

Just as one cannot undo or change God’s natural laws, it is also true in the spiritual realm. 

Man cannot change God’s laws. Let’s notice some examples of some things that God has 

fixed, but people have tried to change. But, it cannot be done. 

 

God’s eternal purposes cannot be overthrown. No matter how hard they have tried, 

whether the devil, the rebellion and neglect of sinful men, even death and the grave, they 

have all failed to prevent God from accomplishing that which He has purposed. It just 

cannot be done. A cursory reading of the Old Testament reveals a variety of examples of 

God purposing something that came to pass just as He said. The OT scribes continually 

affirmed this truth. “Forever, O Lord, your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness 

endures to all generations” (Psa.119: 89-90). “Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring it 

to pass. I have purposed it; I will also do it” (Isa.46:11). “… Because I have spoken. I have 

purposed and will not relent” (Jer.4:28). Whatever God has determined will happen, in the 

way He has chosen, at the time He has set, man cannot undo it. 

 

This can be clearly seen in the unfolding of His plan of redemption finally accomplished 

in His Son. The lapse of many centuries didn’t hinder God from His eternal purpose in 

Christ from being fulfilled (Eph.1:3-10; 3:10-11). Sadly, many have not learned this. They 

think they can prevent or change what God has purposed. We all need to take heed to 



the words of Gamaliel, “But if it be of God, you cannot overthrow it – lest you even be 

found to fight against God” (Acts 5:39). 

 

No one can live after the flesh and please God. “So, then those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God” (Rom.8:8). What is meant by this? In this passage, “In the flesh,” is 

not talking of man’s existence in a fleshly body (the material substance of which all men 

and beasts are formed, 1.Cor.15:39). It is talking of those who are being governed by 

sinful passions, “the fleshly lusts which war against the soul” (1 Pet.2:11), and walk 

“according to the course of this world…fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind 

and were by nature the children of wrath” (Eph.2:2-3). One living in this fashion is said to 

be “living after the flesh” and such a one cannot please God. Such a life is enmity against 

God who is pure and holy (Isa.6:3; Rev.4:6; Rom.8:7; Jas.4:1-4). So those living for the 

fleshly lusts stand separated from God. No matter how much they may desire it, they are 

unable to approach God for He allows nothing defiled and sinful into His presence. It just 

cannot be done. “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins 

have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear” (Isa.59:2). 

 

Because God loves men and does not desire them to remain separated from Him, He 

provided a plan by which sinful men could be reconciled to Him through His Son Jesus 

Christ (2.Cor.5:18-21). Through His blood they can have their iniquities removed, 

enabling them to come into His presence. “God, who is rich in mercy; because of His 

great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ” (Eph.2:4-5). Christ Jesus became the redeeming sacrifice 

(1.Pet.1:19; Eph.1:7; 2:6) by which one can be reborn, renewed in the Spirit and made 

alive with Him. Those who obey Him and His commandments will no longer walk “in the 

flesh,” (after the flesh). Instead they will be “led by the Spirit” and be “the children of God” 

(Heb.5:9; Rom.8:9, 14-17). They will now be pleasing to God, something they could not 

do when they walked after the flesh. 

 

Another thing that cannot be done is to be saved after dying lost. If one refuses to quit 

living after the flesh and turn to Christ, they are lost. Jesus is the only way of salvation, 

there is no other way (Jn.14:6; Acts 4:12; Jn.6:68-69). All have been given sufficient time 

to turn to Christ and obey Him (Rom.6:3-7, 16-18). You cannot be saved after dying lost 

for God has revealed no plan of salvation for man if he dies in a lost condition. If you 

refuse all your opportunities and die without obeying Him you will be lost for eternity. We 

know this is true when we read Luke 16:19-31. When the rich man died he found himself 

in Hades (the place of departed souls), tormented in flames. He didn’t like it. He wanted 

to be comforted like Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom. He wanted to change his lost status, 

but Abraham told him it was too late. It was impossible to be saved after dying lost. “There 



is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can 

those from there pass to us” (Lk.16:26). 

 

One more thing I want to mention in this article that cannot be done is that man cannot 

escape death and the judgment. Some have said the only two things that are certain are 

death and taxes, but most forget about the judgment to come. Yet, both death and the 

judgment are inevitable (Heb.9:27). Death is so obvious it cannot be denied. Men have 

accepted the fact that sooner or later death comes to all. We may seek to prolong life on 

earth, but none of us will live forever. While most don’t want to think of a judgment to 

come and many deny it, both are inevitable. They cannot escape the judgment 

(Heb.9:27). 

 

Remember, the things determined by God cannot be undone, no matter how badly some 

might want to do so. Let God be true. His word is forever settled in heaven, and it is 

impossible for Him to lie (Rom.3:4; Psa.119:89; Heb.6:18). We cannot overthrow God’s 

purposes, and we cannot please God by walking after the flesh, so accept God’s plan 

and His conditions. Learn to “walk circumspectly…redeeming the time” (walk and use 

time wisely, Eph.5:15-16) during the years allotted us on this earth. In this way we will be 

saved out of this wicked world. Quit living “after the flesh.” Allow yourself to be “led by the 

Spirit” as “the children of God.”  In this way your salvation is assured, and you will be 

prepared for death and the judgment when the Lord returns. 

- Tommy Thornhill [edited - GFS] 

 

Jesus on Divorce and the Worth of Women 
 
The current climate in our nation regarding divorce and the breakup of the traditional 

home is not only appalling to good men and women everywhere, but is abhorrent to the 

God of heaven. The same general circumstance which led the Lord to say, "I hate divorce" 

(Mal. 2:16), surely makes him view this spiritual mess with disgust! The old prophet spoke 

of the altar of the Lord being covered with tears (v. 13), undoubtedly the tears of women 

left in the lurch, having been forsaken by their husbands once their youthfulness and 

beauty had dimmed. "I gave that man the best years of my life, and this is what I have, to 

show for it," says a woman with a divorce decree in her hand. Her story is repeated 

thousands of times over in this nation every year. God said of Israel's sorry state: "The 

Lord hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast 

dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant" (v. 14). 

 

Admittedly, these days it can happen the other way around. Women also leave their 

husbands for a variety of reasons. But one will be aware, from simple observation, that 



most of the time it is the women who get the "short end of the stick" in these situations. 

They are left with children to feed and to raise, on a limited income, and are forced to live 

in relative poverty. Statistics show that a large segment of our population living below the 

"poverty line" are single mothers, many of whom are divorced and raising children alone. 

The children are left without fathers, or have them only on weekends, and the result here 

is also catastrophic. Malachi explained God's ultimate end in the preservation of the 

family: "That he might seek a godly seed" (v. 15). Again, statistics prove (not surprisingly), 

that a majority of youthful lawbreakers come from broken homes. Our nation is on a 

downward slide in terms of the number of criminals and the violence of the crimes they 

commit, because a majority of these people have grown up in frustration and privation - 

the results of divorce and the hostilities that led to it. 

 

For those of us who still care, the words of Christ in the New Testament give little 

consolation to the person contemplating taking this road out of marriage. In Mark 10 and 

Luke 16, there are parallels to those teachings about which we so often quarrel when we 

talk about divorce (namely Matt. 5:32; and 19:9). Here, however, there is no talk of 

"exceptions"; rather, the rule is stated: "Everyone that putteth away his wife, and marrieth 

another, committeth adultery: and he that marrieth one that is put away from a husband 

committeth adultery" (Lk. 16:18; cf. Mk. 10:11-12). Those people who first read these 

gospel accounts were not aware that there were any exceptions. They were only made 

aware of the rule: one man and one woman for life! I am not here denying the validity of 

the "exception" for adultery, as stated in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9; but I am denying that 

the exception is the rule! The decree of Jesus is that there is to be no divorce. We would 

be much better off were we to get that into our heads and our hearts. Homes would be 

much more stable, problems would get worked out, and children would grow up in a more 

nurturing environment. The result would be an improvement for the entire nation. 

 

The Jewish scholar C.G. Montefiore commented on Matthew 5:32: "In these verses the 

originality of Jesus is made manifest. So far, in the Sermon on the Mount, we have found 

nothing which goes beyond Rabbinic religion and Rabbinic morality, or which greatly 

differs from them. Here we do. The attitude of Jesus towards women is very striking. He 

breaks through oriental limitations in more directions than one. For (1) he associates with, 

and is much looked after by, women in a manner which was unusual; (2) he is more strict 

about divorce; (3) he is also more merciful and compassionate. He is a great champion 

of womanhood. And in this combination of freedom and pity, as well as in his strict attitude 

to divorce, he makes a new departure of enormous significance and importance. If he 

had done no more than this, he might justly be regarded as one of the great teachers of 

the world" (Rabbinic Literature and Gospel Teaching 46-47). 

 



Montefiore recognized from his study of Matthew 5:32 and its parallels what many people 

do not. Most of modern society and much of sectarian "Christianity" has forgotten just 

how "strict" Jesus really was on divorce. Let us not number among them. Let us marry 

and live with his rule in view: One man and one woman till death parts! 

- Dan King, via Guardian of Truth, 11/5/1992 

 

> “We must be about our Father’s business … constrained by love and compelled by 

the brevity of time!” 

 

> “Give not from the top of your purse, but from the bottom of your heart!” 

 

> “If you are truly on your way to heaven now, you are busy finding others to take 

along!” 

 

> “The most overloaded, desperate people are those who can see no burden but their 

own!” 

 

> “The church that forgets itself in its passion for others, will in that forgetfulness, 

find itself!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Marvels of Mercy!” (Text: Titus 3:4-7); 

Sunday evening: “Faithful Belief and Fatal Unbelief! (John 12:27-50). 


