
The Old Hickory Bulletin 

Old Hickory Church of Christ 
841 Old Hickory Blvd. 

Jackson, TN 38305 

oldhickorycofc.com 

 

September 16, 2018       Volume 38, # 38 

 
 

A NATION OF BIBLICAL ILLITERATES 
 

While America’s evangelical Christians are rightly concerned about the secular 

worldview’s rejection of biblical Christianity, we ought to give some urgent attention to a 

problem much closer to home – biblical illiteracy in the church. This scandalous problem 

is our own, and it’s up to us to fix it. 

 

Researchers George Gallup and Jim Castelli put the problem squarely: “Americans 

revere the Bible – but, by and large, they don’t read it. And because they don’t read it, 

they have become a nation of biblical illiterates.” How bad is it? Researchers tell us that 

it’s worse than most could imagine. 

 

Fewer than half of all adults can name the four gospels. Many Christians cannot identify 

more than two or three of the disciples. According to data from the Barna Research 

Group, 60 percent of Americans can’t name even five of the Ten Commandments. “No 

wonder people break the Ten Commandments all the time. They don’t know what they 

are,” said George Barna, president of the firm. The bottom line? “Increasingly, America is 

biblically illiterate.” 

 

Multiple surveys reveal the problem in stark terms. According to 82 percent of Americans, 

“God helps those who help themselves,” is a Bible verse. Those identified as born-again 

Christians did better – by one percent. A majority of adults think the Bible teaches that 

the most important purpose in life is taking care of one’s family. 

 

Some of the statistics are enough to perplex even those aware of the problem. A Barna 

poll indicated that at least 12 percent of adults believe that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife. 

Another survey of graduating high school seniors revealed that over 50 percent thought 

that Sodom and Gomorrah were husband and wife. A considerable number of 

respondents to one poll indicated that the Sermon on the Mount was preached by Billy 

Graham. We are in big trouble. 

 



Secularized Americans should not be expected to be knowledgeable about the Bible. As 

the nation’s civic conversation is stripped of all biblical references and content, Americans 

increasingly live in a Scripture-free public space. Confusion and ignorance of the Bible’s 

content should be assumed in post-Christian America. 

 

The larger scandal is biblical ignorance among Christians. Choose whichever statistic or 

survey you like, the general pattern is the same. America’s Christians know less and less 

about the Bible. It shows. 

 

How can a generation be biblically shaped in its understanding of human sexuality when 

it believes Sodom and Gomorrah to be a married couple? No wonder Christians show a 

growing tendency to compromise on the issue of homosexuality. Many who identify 

themselves as Christians are similarly confused about the Gospel itself. An individual who 

believes that “God helps those who help themselves” will find salvation by grace and 

justification by faith to be alien concepts. 

 

Christians who lack biblical knowledge are the products of churches that marginalize 

biblical knowledge. Bible teaching now often accounts for only a diminishing fraction of 

the local congregation’s time and attention. The move to small group ministry has 

certainly increased opportunities for fellowship, but many of these groups never get 

beyond superficial Bible study. 

 

Youth ministries are asked to fix problems, provide entertainment, and keep kids busy. 

How many local-church youth programs actually produce substantial Bible knowledge in 

young people? 

 

Even the pulpit has been sidelined in many congregations. Preaching has taken a back 

seat to other concerns in corporate worship. The centrality of biblical preaching to the 

formation of disciples is lost, and Christian ignorance leads to Christian indolence and 

worse. 

 

This really is our problem, and it is up to this generation of Christians to reverse course. 

Recovery starts at home. Parents are to be the first and most important educators of their 

own children, diligently teaching them the Word of God. [See Deuteronomy 6:4-9.] 

Parents cannot franchise their responsibility to the congregation, no matter how faithful 

and biblical it may be. God assigned parents this non-negotiable responsibility, and 

children must see their Christian parents as teachers and fellow students of God’s Word. 

 

Churches must recover the centrality and urgency of biblical teaching and preaching, and 

refuse to sideline the teaching ministry of the preacher. Pastors and churches too busy – 



or too distracted – to make biblical knowledge a central aim of ministry will produce 

believers who simply do not know enough to be faithful disciples. 

 

We will not believe more than we know, and we will not live higher than our beliefs. The 

many fronts of Christian compromise in this generation can be directly traced to biblical 

illiteracy in the pews and the absence of biblical preaching and teaching in our homes 

and churches. 

 

This generation must get deadly serious about the problem of biblical illiteracy, or a 

frighteningly large number of Americans – Christians included – will go on thinking that 

Sodom and Gomorrah lived happily ever after. 

 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…” Hos.4:6. 

- Dr. Albert Mohler 

[I don’t know the author or his religious affiliation, but the article is well written and 

makes valid points.] - GFS 

 

Three Things Sin Will Do 
 
The Hebrew writer warned those to whom he wrote about the deceitfulness of sin when 

he said: "But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened 

through the deceitfulness of sin" (Heb. 3:13). Involvement in sin deceives its victims. It 

hardens the heart and can result in a heart that cannot or may be very difficult to 

penetrate. 

 

Just think of the alcoholic - there had to be the first drink. The drug addict - there had to 

be the first "hit." And, the chronic gambler - there had to be the first bet! All victims of such 

sins were deceived by it. If you ask anyone who has been deceived by these sins, they 

would quickly admit (if they are honest) that they gave no thought to the consequences 

of their actions (Gen. 3:1-23). What will sin do? 

 

It Will Take You Farther Than You Wanted Or Intended to Go 

 

The first drink of alcohol, the first "high," the first bet, is as far as many planned to go! But 

all who end up as chronic alcoholics, drug addicts, and chronic gamblers had to take that 

first step. Involvement in one sin often leads to involvement in other sins and usually 

comes in a packaged deal (2 Sam. 11 and 12). 

 

  



It Will Keep You Longer Than You Wanted to Stay 

 

Those who fall victim are blinded by the pleasure of the first drink, the first high or the first 

win (Heb. 11:25). It gave them so much pleasure the first time that they are sucked into 

going after it again and again and again. Many think, "just one more time won't hurt." They 

only intended to drink alcohol to be social, or smoke marijuana socially, or to place a bet 

just "once in a while," then find themselves entangled and overcome by it (2 Pet. 2:20). 

 

It Will Cost You More Than You Wanted to Pay 

 

Many never consider the consequences of their sinful actions. How many alcoholics 

planned on killing an innocent person with a motor vehicle? How many drug addicts 

planned on contacting AIDS or stealing to support their habit? How many gamblers 

considered the real losses that are the result of gambling? How many considered the 

physical pain, mental suffering, wrecked marriages, neglected children, broken homes 

and lives that are destroyed by their involvement in such sinful activities. Most importantly, 

how many consider the fact that their souls will be lost (Acts 5:1-10)? 

 

Conclusion 

 

Some might think "that this can't happen to me . . . I'm a good Christian and I don't take 

part in such!" But what about "Christians" who smoke, dance, engage in social drinking, 

or look at pornographic material? What about those who dabble in the lottery? What about 

those who dress immodestly not giving a thought that they can cause someone to lust? 

What about those who are involved in adultery and fornication, abortion, religious error 

and compromise, etc.? (See Gal. 5:19-21) Can these take you farther than you wanted 

or intended to go, keep you longer than you wanted to stay, and cost you more than you 

wanted to pay? Yes! And, they can cost you your soul! Heed the words of the Psalmist 

who wrote: "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 

standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in 

the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night" (Psa. 1:1, 2). Let us 

also heed the words of truth spoken by Solomon who wrote: "Enter not into the path of 

the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 

pass away" (Prov. 4:14, 15). Brethren, "Be not deceived" (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

- Tommy Glendol McClure, via Guardian of Truth, 10/17/1996 

 

  



Four Traits That Make A Difference 
 

Whenever a newcomer is making a choice of where to worship in a community, there are 

many factors to be considered. However, if I am the one making the choice, I am going 

to be looking at four traits: 

 

Wholeheartedness 

I want to worship with a congregation who is serving God with a whole heart. No half-

hearted, going-through-the-routine, no-fire-in-the-bones work for me! I want to be with 

people who are really committed to the Lord. “I will praise thee with my whole heart: before 

the gods will I sing praise unto thee” (Psalms 138:1). I want doers and not hearers only 

(James 1:22). 

 

Singlemindedness 

I want to know that the people with whom I worship have one place on their mind -- going 

to heaven. Churches of our day focus on everything from politics to recreation to food. 

This is the social gospel not the gospel of Christ. I want to attend where people have their 

eyes set on the Bible. I want to hear sermons filled with Bible references and be a part of 

Bible classes that actually study the scriptures (Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Peter 2:2). 

 

Excellence 

I want to serve God along with people who have a mind set on excellence. Everything we 

do “in the name of the Lord” (Colossians 3:17) reflects upon that name in one way or 

another. We either praise or insult the Lord by the things we do. The Lord deserves our 

very best efforts. Whether it is singing, praying, teaching, or encouraging we should 

always think in terms of doing our best for the Lord (Luke 9:62). 

 

Initiative 

I suppose there will always be people who have the attitude, “Here am I, send somebody 

else” (cf. Isaiah 6:8). If I have my choice, I want to be with people who are willing to accept 

personal responsibility and show initiative (Acts 8:4). There is something good about a 

person who recognizes a duty and then faithfully goes about discharging rather than wait 

on someone else. 

 

Inasmuch as we will grow in these areas, we will become an attractive alternative to the 

social gospel. These are traits that will please God. They will help us grow spiritually and 

numerically. Let your mind meditate on them! 

- Kyle Campbell 

 



> “Worry pulls tomorrow’s cloud over today’s sunshine!” 

 

> “Sin in the soul is like Jonah in the ship, it will turn the smoothest waters into a 

tempestuous sea!” 

 

> “Rest assured that God knows that the best of men are but men at their best!” 

 

> “Trouble will drive you to prayer, but prayer will drive away trouble!” 

 

> “He who talks without thinking runs more risks than he who thinks without talking!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “People’s Love Will Grow Cold!” (Text: Matt. 

24:9-13); Sunday evening: “Faithful Belief and Fatal Unbelief! (John 12:27-50, Part 2). 


