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THE PREACHING OF JEREMIAH 
 

A man’s preaching is often gauged by his ability to convert his listeners. If we were to 

make a list of teachers and preachers that were known for their ability to preach God’s 

truth, we might not have men like Jeremiah on our list. Most of us would agree that 

Jeremiah preached the absolute truth, but we may have trouble remembering him as a 

preacher who was able to lead people to God. God’s message through Jeremiah was not 

accepted by the people. They mocked him, struck him, and put him in prison. It quickly 

becomes obvious that Jeremiah preached to a people that were not willing to hold 

themselves accountable. 

 

In Jeremiah 2:13 the prophet gives the reason for the Lord’s anger towards Israel and 

Judah. He says, “For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the 

fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns-broken cisterns that can hold no 

water.” Please take note that the first evil made it possible to commit the second. Once a 

person or group of people forsakes the Lord, then they will inevitably turn to something 

else. This is known as the sin of idolatry. Consider what we are told in Jeremiah 2:5. 

“…they have gone far from Me, have followed idols, and have become idolaters.” 

 

Can the same statement be made about us? Have we forsaken the true and living God, 

and turned to idols for help and for comfort? I put a great deal of faith in my home, my 

car, and my cell phone. My computer and my television have both proven to be great 

sources of entertainment and comfort when I seem to need it most. Why would a person 

who knows the Lord, turn away from the living water that He provides freely, and begin to 

trust in a hole in the ground that holds stagnant water. 

 

Allow me to suggest that we need men like Jeremiah! What good is a man who preaches 

peace to a people who face the judgment of God (Jeremiah 6:14)? In Jeremiah 1:9-10 

the Lord said to His prophet, “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. See, I have this 

day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out and pull down, to destroy 

and throw down, to build and to plant.” In verse 18 and 19 the Lord says, “I have made 

you this day a fortified city and an iron pillar, and bronze walls against the whole land - … 



They will fight against you but they shall not prevail against you.” Even though the people 

refused to listen, Jeremiah preached God’s message with many tears. They would not 

turn and yet he did not change his message. We need men like Jeremiah. 

 

We should also take note of the fact that while Jeremiah condemned the sinful ways of 

his people, he also offered the divine solution: “Thus says the Lord, stand in the ways and 

see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; then you will find 

rest for your souls.” Jeremiah 6:16. The old path, if it is not continually marked and 

traveled on, will soon blend in with the rest of the field. We glorify God by living godly lives 

that demonstrate an obedient attitude toward His will. Jeremiah understood that, which is 

why his message showed urgency, condemnation, and instruction. 

 

This world seems to be on the verge of eternal destruction. This world does NOT need a 

preacher who offers false peace and tolerates sin. We need men who are willing to 

condemn sin with sound reasoning, and explain the power of God’s wrath with a heart 

that understands the urgency of the message and the value of each soul. This world 

needs preaching from men like Jeremiah. 

- Danny Simmons 

 

You Must Do Your Part 
 
No man can save himself from his sins, but everyone must turn to the Lord, in His 

appointed way, and look to Him alone for salvation. The Lord Jesus Christ, and He alone, 

has authority to forgive sin and save souls. 

 

In the conversion of man there must be cooperation between God and man. God presents 

the evidence to prove that Jesus Christ is His Son, but man does the believing. God offers 

the motive to induce man to repent, but man does the repenting. God persuades man to 

confess His Son, but man does the confessing. God appeals to man to be baptized, but 

man chooses to be baptized. God provides the straight and narrow path which leads to 

life everlasting, but man must walk in it. 

- Unknown, via The Instructor, April, 1964 

 

COURTESY 
 

I am a little thing with a big meaning. I help everyone. I unlock doors and hearts; I banish 

prejudice. I create friendship and goodwill. I inspire respect and admiration. I violate no 



law, and I cost nothing. I am pleasing to those of high and low degrees. I am useful every 

moment. I am COURTESY! 

- Unknown 

 

What & Why 
 

The WHAT of God's will for mankind is generally rather easily understood. However, the 

WHY, or reason a person obeys what God requires, must also be considered. In other 

words, God is concerned that people do WHAT He commands and that they do it FOR 

THE RIGHT REASON. 

 

The WHAT and WHY of Salvation 

 

To be saved from past sins a person must believe in God and in Christ as His Son, repent 

of sins, confess Christ and be baptized for the remission of his sins (Heb. 11:6; John 

8:23,24; Acts 17:30,31; Romans 10:10; Acts 2:38). A person might go through the 

motions of obeying the gospel for a number of reasons, such as, to please others or to 

further his business or social interests. The only WHY God accepts for obeying the gospel 

is a faith that is working by love or an obedience from the heart to the truth of the gospel 

(Gal. 5:6; Romans 6:17,18). 

 

The WHAT and WHY of ONE Church 

 

Again, consider the New Testament teaching concerning the number of churches Jesus 

built. In His own words we read of only ONE (Matt. 16:18). Thus, those who are concerned 

about WHAT God wants will accept that there is but ONE church of Christ. Some who are 

not members of the church of Christ often falsely believe that folks who say there is just 

one church are bigots who think they are better than others. Some who are members of 

the church of Christ may contribute to this misunderstanding by their "holier-than-thou" 

attitude. This brings us to raise the question of why there is just one church. Wouldn't it 

be better to have many churches to accommodate the many different people of the world? 

Obviously, the Lord didn't think so or He wouldn't have built just one. 

 

The difficulty in accepting just one church often comes from a misunderstanding of what 

the church is. The church in the New Testament is not an institution like the church men 

have built are. The New Testament church is a relationship - a family relationship (1 Tim. 

3:15). To ask how many churches God has is equivalent to asking how many families 

God has! The word "church" sometimes is used to include ALL of God's people 

everywhere (Matt. 16: 18). It (the universal church) has no earthly headquarters, no 



telephone number, no mailing address, and no zip code. It is a relationship of God and 

His people. In a local sense God's people banded together into local assemblies or 

congregations (Romans 16:16). Again, these congregations of churches were not 

institutions like the many organized churches of modern times. These New Testament 

churches were independent, self-governing and completely identical in their worship, 

work, organization and names or designations (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2; 1 Cor. 4:17). They 

were NEVER tied together to do a work that was larger than what a local church was 

capable of doing on its own. Each church was made up of blood bought people who were 

part of God's family. In the New Testament there is simply no such thing as an organized 

institutional religion. The universal church was not such a thing and neither were local 

churches. Today this same simple pattern is perpetuated in the lives of the thousands of 

people who speak and act only as the oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11; Gal. 1:6-9). 

 

WHY did Jesus build ONE and ONLY ONE church? According to Ephesians 2: 13-16, He 

did so to reconcile both Jew and Gentile in ONE body through the cross. There has only 

been one religious barrier that separated people that God accepted. He erected it and He 

tore it down that all people could be His friends again IN ONE CHURCH (family 

relationship) through the precious blood of Jesus. 

 

Jesus never has and never will appeal to people through the dictates of some institutional 

religion or church. He appeals to people through the moral persuasion of His blessed will. 

Those who come to Jesus will have to do so on the basis of WHAT He has said in His 

word and for the REASON He has revealed for it to be done. Both the WHAT as well as 

the WHY must be accepted. 

- Tommy Hagewood 

 

> “The nearer we come to God, the more conscious we become of sin!” 

 

> “When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when health is lost, something is lost; when 

character is lost, all is lost!” 

 

> “To avoid trouble, breathe through your nose; it keeps your mouth shut!” 

 

> “A big shot is a little squirt far away from home!” 

 

> “Remember the tea kettle: up to her neck in hot water, yet she can sing!” 

 



THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Decay of American Families!” (Text: 2 

Tim. 3:1-5); Sunday evening: “A Prophecy of Betrayal and Denial! (John 13:18-38 – Part 

2). 


