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FREEDOM UNDER GOD 
 

Freedom … The word is almost sacred to the American people, and over the world today 

it stirs great hope and aspirations. Our Declaration of Independence calls it an 

“inalienable” right and a truth “self-evident.” What is the source of this freedom, and what 

does it mean to us? 

 

Free agency, the right to choose, is a gift from God. He elevated man above the beasts 

of the field: making man in his image (Gen. 1:26), sharing with man the power of choice. 

Man need not be slave to instinct or norm. He may rise above self, pursue ideals, seek 

truth, and embrace it. 

 

But with power there is responsibility. The ability to choose the right exposes us to the 

danger of choosing the wrong. The same justice that rewards the righteous, must also 

condemn the wicked. Freedom, then, cannot be free. Even in the moral realm it imposes 

obligations, and there are none more bound than those who foolishly demand unbridled 

liberty and become slaves of their own folly. 

 

In free government a man can vote as he chooses, but he may not vote correctly. He 

may, by neglect or party politics, fail the responsibilities of this truth and encourage 

corruption. 

 

In business, free enterprise allows a man to invest as he sees fit. But this is no guarantee 

of profit. He may invest unwisely, and “loose his shirt,” the price paid for untrammeled 

opportunity. 

 

A study of freedom in every facet of life will emphasize the obligations of those who enjoy 

it. Conversely, man’s history shows that freedom is lost when its obligations are ignored. 

 

Freedom in religion is widely acclaimed, but it is as widely misunderstood. The 

constitution guarantees religious freedom, but cannot make whatever one chooses to 



believe acceptable with God. At best, man can only endorse the freedom God originally 

granted, a right inherent in the nature of man. Legislative, judicial, and executive authority 

in divine matters must be left to God. 

 

The need to serve God according to his law is not diminished by free will. That need is, 

in fact, intensified. We are the more accountable before God for the way we exercise our 

free agency. 

 

In the very early times the “priesthood” of all believers (1 Pet. 2:5, 9) was dominated by a 

rising clergy system. Each one’s obligation to “prove all things” (1 Thess. 5:21) gave way 

to party loyalties and the word of the clergy. Soon the scriptural standard (Acts 17:11) 

was replaced by the usurped “authority of the church,” and history repeated itself. When 

the obligations of true liberty are slighted, liberty itself is lost. 

 

Individual liberty was not wrested from the church. It was lost by default. “Churchanity” 

dulls individual will and stifles initiative. In religion, as in business and government, the 

socialized slave is tranquilized by his lot and loses his taste for the rigorous life of true 

freedom. 

 

Dear Reader, how much of your own religion have you proven by God’s word? Perhaps 

you were baptized (?) by sprinkling, but have you ever read New Testament authority for 

that? You may be a member of some denomination, but does the word of God authorize 

its name, doctrine, and practice? Do you accept a thing as right or wrong simply because 

the preacher so declares it? Do such questions irritate you? We hope not! They are asked 

to help you see how easily one may forfeit individual freedoms in favor of unproven 

traditions. Truth has nothing to fear from honest investigation, but freedom can be lost 

without it. 

 

Fundamentally, religion is a choice of masters: God or self. Liberty under God is not the 

same as becoming your own God. Recognition of the Supreme Being should make us 

aware that man can no longer direct his own steps (Jer. 10:23). Jesus warned, “No man 

can serve two masters” (Matt. 6:24). Joshua said, “Choose you this day whom ye will 

serve . . .”, then he added that a decision for God imposed obligations (Josh. 24:15, 19-

23). 

 

Most pitiful of all are the willfully blind. Thinking they serve God, these allow the winds of 

the day to make their decisions. They stumble in the darkness of self-service, yet know 

not they are blind (Rev. 3:17). Freedom is not for the fearful, the crowd pleaser, or the 

lover of ease in Zion. It must be grasped with resoluteness, and retained with sacrifice 

eyes wide open. 



Freedom under God involves individual responsibility toward God: to know his will (John 

17:17), and be freed from sin (John 8:32-36). Truth severs the shackles of sectarianism 

and gives assurance that we walk in His light. But we are warned that if we fail to properly 

exercise our freedom in religion, as in government and business we shall be bound by 

sin and finally perish. 

- Robert F. Turner 

 

Does God Require A Sinner To Pray For Forgiveness? 
 

The Apostle Peter wrote, in 1 Peter 3:12, “FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD 

THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, BUT THE FACE OF THE 

LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL.” Often when studying this passage, the question 

arises: If God will not hear the prayer of a sinner, how then will he receive forgiveness 

and be saved? Must a sinner ask someone else to pray for him?” 

 

The Bible shows that there are two distinct situations that are common among men: 

 

First, there is the man who has never come to believe in Jesus Christ; he has never known 

or complied with God’s terms for forgiveness; he has never become a Christian; he has 

never appropriated the benefits of the sacrifice made on his behalf for forgiveness; he 

has never been granted salvation by heaven’s authority. He is alienated from God 

because of his sins (Eph. 2:12; 4:18; Col. 1:21; Isa. 59:1-2). The Lord does not command 

people in these circumstances to PRAY in order to receive forgiveness! Rather, a person 

in these circumstances is commanded to believe in the Lord Jesus (Acts 16:31), repent 

of his sins (Acts 17:30-31), and be baptized for the forgiveness of his sins (Acts 2:38). 

Then, and only then, are all spiritual blessings possessed and enjoyed by him, as he is 

“in Christ” (Eph. 1:3), including prayer. Hence, he is not to pray for forgiveness as one 

who has only known alienation from God. 

 

Second, there is the man who has come to believe in Jesus Christ, he has known and 

complied with God’s terms for forgiveness, he has become a Christian, he has 

appropriated the benefits of the sacrifice made on his behalf for forgiveness, he has been 

granted salvation by heaven’s authority. He is a Christian because he believed on the 

Lord, repented of his sins, and was baptized for the forgiveness of his sins. This person 

is in possession of all spiritual blessings because he is in Christ, having been baptized 

into Him (Gal. 3:26-27). When a person in these circumstances commits a sin, and 

realistically, he will, he is not commanded to be baptized again. A person in this situation 

is commanded to repent, confess and pray for forgiveness. When the new convert, Simon 

(who formerly astonished people with his magic arts) sinned, and as a result was 

perishing spiritually (Acts 8:18-21), the Apostle Peter commanded him to repent and pray 



(Acts 8:22). Simon also realized the potential benefit of having other Christians to pray on 

his behalf (Acts 8:24). But keep in mind that Simon was a Christian who sinned (Acts 

8:13); he was not an unbelieving man, hopeless, without God in the world, excluded from 

the life of God, alienated and hostile in mind toward God. It is essential to recognize the 

distinction in heaven’s requirements for one alienated from God as an unbeliever and 

heaven’s requirements for a Christian who sins. 

 

Observe that it should be the intention of every Christian to “walk in the Light,” where one 

has fellowship with Christ, and His blood cleanses from sin (1 John 1:7). The Lord intends 

that we do not sin (1 John 2:1). But the reality is that we do sin, even when we try very 

hard not to sin. Notice 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” We confess sins to Him 

through prayer. 

 

Friend, if you are not a Christian, you must receive and obey the directives from God that 

are designed for you in order to receive His forgiveness. But you are not free to substitute 

His terms of pardon for a person who is already a Christian. Prayer will not replace what 

He requires of you. If you are a Christian who has sinned, then you must repent and 

confess through prayer that He may forgive you. John goes on to say in his letter that 

those who know Christ are those who keep His commandments (1 John 2:3-6). May we 

encourage and assist you? 

- Gary Smalley 

 

Facing Trouble 
 

An old farmer plowed around a rock in one of his fields for many years. As a result he 

grew actually morbid over it, for he had broken a cultivator and two plows, as well as lost 

a lot of valuable land in its vicinity. 

 

One day he made up his mind that he would dig it out and have done with it. When he 

put his crowbar under it, he found it was less than a foot thick and that he could loosen it 

with a trifling effort and carry it away in his wagon. He smiled to think how all through the 

years it had haunted him. 

 

One day we shall look back on our trials and our anxious cares and find how needless 

many of them were, so unreal and yet so distressing. Then we'll say, "I've had so many 

trials, and especially those that never came." 

- Unknown 

 



> “The plight which you are in and the one I am in, Christ is the only one who can 

unravel it!” 

 

> “Some members of Congress should have their mouths taped instead of their 

speeches!”  

 

> “If you are too big for a little place, then you are too little for a big place!” 

 

> “There are two freedoms: the false, where one is free to do what he desires, and 

the true, where one is free from the consequences of his sins!” 

 

> “A smile will go a long way but you will have to be the one to start it on its journey!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Great Commitment of Marriage!” (Text: 

Matt. 19:5-6); Sunday evening: “Life Here and Hereafter Through Christ! (John 14:1-14). 


