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WHEN MAN DOES HIS PART, GOD DOES THE 

REST 
 

It seems that many times man wants God to do something for him that he finds impossible 

to do for himself. Yet, he wants God to do it without him having to do anything in the 

matter. This is wrong thinking. God does not work that way. One of the underlying 

principles throughout the Bible is that God is willing to bless man, but never 

unconditionally. Anytime man asks God for help, God first requires the person to do what 

he can about the matter. Then, when the person has done his part, God will do the rest. 

In other words, man is to do the possible things in the situation, then God will do the 

impossible part. Let me give you some examples of this. 

 

In 2 Kings 3, we find God (through his prophet Elisha) ready to deliver kings Jehoram and 

Jehosaphat from the hands of the Moabites. They were in a desperate drought situation 

with no water for the army or their animals (v.9). They are about to be defeated by the 

Moabites, so, in desperation they call upon Elisha. For the sake of Jehoshaphat, not 

Jehoram, he agrees to help by first instructing them to “make the valley full of ditches” 

(v.16). This would seem ridiculous since they were in a drought. Yet Elisha says, “You 

shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet the valley will be filled with water, so that 

you, your cattle, and your animals may drink” (v.17). What happens? The people do as 

commanded. They dig the ditches. Then God does the rest. He sends the water they 

need (v.20). The Moabites are defeated and Israel and Judah are delivered, but only after 

they did what they were told to do. Yes, God delivered them, but not unconditionally. They 

did what they could do (dug the ditches) and left the rest up to God who supplied the 

water. When man does his part, God does the rest. 

 

In the next chapter, 2 Kings 4, we find another example of God granting blessings, but 

only after the widow woman of a prophet did her part. She asks Elisha to help her pay her 

creditors so they would not take her sons as slaves. All she has is one jar of oil (v.2). 

Elisha agrees to help her, but conditionally. First she has to do something. He tells her to 



go “borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors – empty vessels; do not 

gather just a few” (v.3). She does what she is told to do. She is then instructed to take the 

one jar of oil she has into the house, shut the door, then pour her oil into the borrowed 

vessels. She does so, and eventually all the borrowed vessels are filled with oil. She now 

has oil in abundance, enough to pay her creditors, with enough left over for her and her 

two sons to live on (vs.5-7). Note the lesson. Only after she did as commanded, her part, 

God did the rest. We all need to learn the same lesson. When we ask God for help in a 

matter, first be ready to do whatever we can do. Then God will do what we are unable to 

do for ourselves. 

 

Now we come to 2 Kings 5, and the curing of Naaman’s leprosy, another example of the 

principle we are writing about. Yes, God cured the leprosy, but not unconditionally. 

Naaman first had to do something. Only after he did as commanded did God through his 

prophet Elisha cure Naaman of leprosy. When man does his part (what he is able to do) 

then God takes care of the impossible part. There was no cleansing until Naaman did 

what he was told to do. Let’s notice the story. 

 

Naaman was a great, honorable, Syrian commander. But he had leprosy. Through a 

series of events he comes to Israel and finally to the house of Elisha, who he has learned 

is able to cure leprosy (2 Kings 5:3-9). When he arrives, Elisha doesn’t even bother to 

come out to him. Instead he sends a messenger out to tell Naaman that if he will wash 

seven times in the river Jordan he will be cleansed of his leprosy (v.10). Naaman rebels 

at the thought since he had different ideas about how Elisha was to work the cure (vs.11-

12). Thankfully, Naaman’s servants were wiser than Naaman at this time and advised 

Naaman to do as he had been told (v.13). Naaman then does as he had been told and 

“dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his 

flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean” (v.14). So, once more 

we see the principle stated at the beginning. Man asks God for help. God helps, but only 

after one is willing to do what he is able to do for himself. When one obeys by doing the 

possible, then God acts and does the impossible. 

 

Now, let’s make an application. Jesus came to this earth to live and die a perfect man. By 

His death he paid the price for sin, the offering of His blood. After His resurrection His 

blood became the sacrifice for sin, shed for the remission of sins (Matt.26:28; Eph.1:7; 

Col.1:14). This blood was then made available to all mankind. But not without conditions. 

We learn from Heb.5:9, “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal 

salvation to all who obey Him.” 

 

A person asks God to save him. God replies in so many words, “I will save you if you do 

what I tell you.” We see this on the day of Pentecost Acts 2. Jesus, the one who they had 



crucified 50 days before has been declared to be both Lord and Christ. This cut to the 

heart the audience and they cry out “What must we do to be saved?” Peter replies, 

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Christ for the remission of 

sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:36-38). Verse 41 tells us that 

about 3,000 obeyed the gospel and were saved that day. Did they receive the salvation 

they asked for unconditionally? Of course not. They received salvation only after they did 

what they were told to do. It was impossible for them to save themselves, but they could 

not obtain the cleansing power of the blood until they obeyed. Then God operated on 

them and removed their sins. Read Col.2:12-13 to see this. 

- Tommy Thornhill 

 

How Do You Do Business? 
 

Did you ever order anything from a mail order house? Suppose you are ordering a suit. 

What do you do? Do you tell the exact size you want the suit, the exact color, the exact 

style, and the exact material? Then do you set forth to the tell the company all the sizes, 

colors, styles, and materials NOT to send? 

 

Do you say: "Don't send sizes 32, 34, 36, 40, 42, 44; don't send red, blue, orange, green, 

yellow, purple, white or brown; don't send cotton, rayon, silk or leather?" Such would 

indeed be silly. You simply state what you want, and you expect the mail order house to 

abide by your specifications. 

 

"But God didn't say NOT to use instrumental music in His worship," one may say, "and if 

He didn't say not to do it, then it must be all right." 

 

"God didn't say 'he that is NOT baptized shall be lost,'" another declares. 

 

"He didn't say NOT to gamble, or NOT to dance, etc." they continue. 

 

"He didn't say NOT to wear other names in religion, have other organizations, etc.," men 

assert, in defense of things for which they can give no divine authority. 

 

When people are not contented with doing exactly what God demands of men, they 

invariably try to put other things into religion through the "NOT-hole." 

 

"You, however, continue in the things you have learned," we are warned in 2 Timothy 

3:14. 

 



"Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have 

God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son." (2 John 

9) 

 

In filling God's order for human service and devotion, we must carefully read his demands, 

which are clearly specified in His Word. Then we must deliver unto Him precisely what 

He has ordered, or He will not be pleased. What He demands of us, we can supply. He 

asks for nothing more. He knows what we are and have. He will have no substitutions. Is 

the bundle of your religion just a package of substitutions in filling God's order, or can you 

go to His word and find every single bit of it authorized and commanded by the Lord? 

How do you do business with God? 

- unknown author [edited] 

 

God's Minorities 
 

During the time that Noah was building the ark, he was very much in the minority - but he 

won! 

 

When Joseph was sold into Egypt by his brothers he was a decided minority - but he won! 

 

When Gideon and his three hundred followers with their broken pitchers and lamps put 

the Midianites to flight, they were in an insignificant minority – but they won! 

 

When Elijah prayed down fire from heaven and put the prophets of Baal to shame, he 

was in a notable minority - but he won! 

 

When David, ridiculed by his brothers, went out to meet Goliath, in size he was in a 

decided minority – but he won! 

 

When Jesus Christ was crucified by the Roman soldiers, He was a conspicuous minority 

- but he won! 

- unknown author, via The Instructor, March, 1964 

 

> “Religious pride is dangerous! It can blind a person to his faults and it can reinforce 

his prejudices! Whenever a person begins to note his remarkable spiritual 

progress, he’s in great danger!” 

 



> “Footprints in the sands of time are not made by sitting down!”  

 

> “Jesus invested His life in you! Have you shown any interest?” 

 

> “He who serves two masters has to lie to one!” 

 

> “When one gives himself to Christ, the giving of all lesser things becomes easy!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Solomon: The Wise King Who Became A 

Fool!” (Text: 1 Kings 9:4-9); Sunday evening: Bearing Fruit for the Lord! (John 15:1-11, 

Part 2). 


