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SIN, REPENTANCE AND JUDGING OTHERS 
 

Some discussions just seem odd to me. One such oddity goes along these lines (and it 

seems to happen over and over, especially on social media, so this is not a reference to 

one particular discussion): Person A: “People who engage in this activity are in sin and 

need to repent.” (What the specific sin is differs from case to case, and it is irrelevant for 

this point.) 

 

Person B responds: “We shouldn’t judge others because we are all sinners who need 

forgiveness.” 

 

By this response, person B sweeps away the point made by person A because we all sin 

and we don’t want to be judgmental of others. Now it is true that we all need forgiveness, 

and it is doubtful that many will deny this; no one is claiming perfection here. However, 

that does not negate the fact that we still need to call attention to sin and the need to 

repent. Recognizing that we are all guilty of sin is not a reason to think, “Therefore we 

should never tell anyone else that they ought to repent.” 

 

Consider the case of Isaiah, who, overwhelmed by God’s glory, confessed his own 

sinfulness and the sinfulness of those around him. Upon receiving forgiveness, he was 

then ready to go preach to stubborn people who wouldn’t listen to the message of 

repentance (Isa. 6). The point is that Isaiah did not refrain from preaching about sin and 

repentance based upon the fact that he himself needed forgiveness. 

 

How do we know we are all sinners who need to repent unless someone first tells us 

about sin and God’s will for repentance (2 Pet. 3:9; Acts 17:30-31)? Shall we just assume 

everyone knows this before they are told? If we are all sinners who need to repent, then 

someone told us at some point, and this assumes an understanding of sin and 

repentance. Shall we not give others this same message at the risk of sounding too 

judgmental? Shall our fear of sounding judgmental overcome our need to love others 

enough to present God’s message to them? Are we showing real love if we ignore the 



sin, fail to point people toward repentance, and just embrace their situation no matter 

what? Is that the godly thing to do? Jesus didn’t die in order to silence the message of 

repentance. His death provides the hope that is attached to the message, and we need 

to be preaching it with clarity. 

 

The gospel is about grace and forgiveness, but knowing about that grace only works when 

we first understand why we need grace and forgiveness. If we don’t know about the sin, 

we won’t know about our need to repent. If we don’t know of our need to repent, we won’t 

know we need grace and mercy. Again, how can someone say, “We shouldn’t judge” 

based on the fact that we are all sinners, unless that person first knows the problem of 

sin? If not careful, the “we shouldn’t judge” mantra can become a mask that veils the 

fullness of the gospel. 

 

We are not being self-righteously judgmental by expressing what God has said about sin 

and repentance; we are being true to His word. Our message is not, “You need to repent 

and I never have to.” We are all indeed in the same boat. We can show the problem of 

sin while recognizing our own guilt and need for God. We can do this with humility and 

grace. We can speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15). Calling out sin and the need to repent 

is not automatically unloving and self-righteous, and we must not assume that one who 

calls attention to sin is being some kind of prudish, holier-than-thou hypocrite. (We could 

point out that Person B is, in fact, judging person A for the perceived sin of being 

judgmental, with the implication that he ought to repent and quit being judgmental. Is that 

ironically unloving and judgmental?) 

 

Paul knew of his own sins, but that didn’t stop him from rebuking Peter (Gal. 2). Peter 

surely was aware of his own weaknesses, but that didn’t stop him from rebuking Simon 

(Acts 8). Both Paul and Peter repented of sins, but they still told others what was 

necessary. 

 

Show love. Show grace. Show kindness. But don’t, for a moment, think that these are in 

contradiction to calling out sin for what it is and pointing people to God’s message of 

repentance. Yet while doing this, let’s never stop short of sharing the answer to the 

problem — the blood of Jesus through which we find grace and forgiveness. Repentance 

is not an end in itself; salvation is the goal. Our purpose in calling out sin and showing the 

need to repent is not to condemn, but to point the way to that relationship with Christ in 

which there is “no condemnation” (Rom. 8:1-2). 

 

“Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of 

refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord…” (Acts 3:19). 

- Doy Moyer 

 



Jesus Christ: No Greater Friend or Foe! 
 

Jesus Christ can either be our friend or foe. It is wise to seek His friendship and foolish to 

make Him an enemy. 

 

Jesus has extended friendship to all men in that He died for all (John 15:13; 2 Corinthians 

5:14-15). We can accept His invitation and enjoy a relationship that exceeds all others. 

We will not only be forgiven of our past sins, but also find in Him an advocate with the 

Father when we stumble (Mark 16:16; 1 John 2:1). Our friend will teach us the way to 

have a life of true joy (John 15:11). We will have confidence in times of trouble and 

contentment in need (Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Timothy 6:6-8). Jesus is a friend who will never 

abandon or fail us (John 10:27-28; Hebrews 13:5-6). 

 

Though Jesus will not forsake us, we may forsake Him (Hebrews 3:12). Others never 

believe and obey to begin with (cf. Acts 13:45-47). In both cases, Jesus still extends 

friendship, willing that we should repent (cf. 2 Peter 3:9). However, if we do not repent, 

but remain stubborn in sin, Jesus is our greatest foe. 

 

The Spirit said, "Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? 

Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God" 

(James 4:4). When one wants to talk, dress or behave like the world, he has made the 

Lord his enemy (cf. 1 Peter 4:3-4). And, when the Lord returns in the Day of Judgment, 

no man will be excused or overlooked (Philippians 2:9-11). The Bible tells us that Jesus 

will return with "His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not 

know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 

Thessalonians 1:7-8). 

 

There is no greater friend or foe. With Jesus as our friend, blessings and victory are 

ensured. With Him as our foe, defeat and destruction are unavoidable. Is He your friend 

or foe? 

- Steven F. Deaton 

 

Hold God in Reverence 
 

"And the heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your faithfulness also in the assembly 

of the saints. For who in the heavens can be compared to the Lord? Who among the sons 

of the mighty can be likened to the Lord? God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of 

the saints, and to be held in reverence by all those around Him" (Psalm 89:5-7). 



The sovereign majesty of God is on full display in the heavens: "The heavens declare the 

glory of God, and the firmament shows His handiwork" (Psalm 19:1). The wondrous 

precision of the heavenly bodies sustains life on earth and measures time on this globe. 

God faithfully works in the heavens and in the assembly of His holy ones. He rises above 

all the heavenly host and is held in reverential awe by them. The holy ones before His 

throne proclaim, "You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; For You 

created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created" (Revelation 4:11). How 

much more so, then, ought we to fall before His majesty with reverential praise and 

adoration! Worship is not play time, entertainment time, or anything else but giving 

homage to the Lord God "in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). As the hymn says, "There is 

none like Him, none can compare." 

- Joe R. Price 

 

Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak 
 

The book of James gives a number of admonitions concerning our tongue. These are 

needed because all of us use our tongues every day, and they can be the gateway to 

much sin and harm to our fellowman. 

 

Early in the epistle, James writes, "So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift 

to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath" (James 1:19). Let's break down this passage. 

 

First, we are to be swift to hear. Much of what we say comes as a result of what we hear. 

"He who answers a matter before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him" (Prov. 18:13). 

We must take the time to make sure we are hearing correctly before we respond. 

 

Second, we are to be slow to speak. Wisdom is shown in the willingness and ability to 

think a matter through before we speak. "The heart of the righteous studies how to 

answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil" (Prov. 15:28). "A fool has no delight 

in understanding, but in expressing his own heart" (Prov. 18:2). 

 

Third, we are to be slow to wrath. Wrath is a "violent emotion resulting in uncontrolled 

anger and improper indignation" (Woods 74). We are all capable of such wrath, but we 

are warned to avoid it because "the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of 

God" (James 1:20). 

- Heath Rogers 

 
 



> “Some problems in life are meant to be solved and others are meant to be lived 

with!” 

 

> “Promises made to God when sick require a better memory than some people 

possess!” 

 

> “A ship is safe in the ocean as long as the ocean is not in the ship, and a Christian 

is safe in the world so long as the world is not in the Christian!” 

 

> “Life is like a game of tennis; the player who serves well seldom loses!” 

 

> “Happy is the one who walks so close to God that he leaves no room for the devil!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Be Thankful For God’s Authority!” (Text: 1 

Chron. 16:23-27); Sunday evening: “For What Are Disciples Chosen?” (John 15:11-17). 


