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The Conversion of Cornelius 
 

In the book of Acts chapter 10, we read of the conversion of Cornelius and his household. 

Many important truths can be learned by examining the account of his conversion. Let’s 

examine some of these lessons: 

 

1. Being a good man is not enough to save someone. As we are introduced to Cornelius, 

we are given a description of his character. Acts 10:2 describes Cornelius as “a devout 

man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the 

people, and prayed to God always.” If we ran into someone like Cornelius today, most 

people would assume he is saved. However, the angel tells Cornelius to send for Simon 

who “will tell you what you must do” (Acts 10:6) or “who will tell you words by which you 

and all your household will be saved” (Acts 11:14). A good man like Cornelius still had 

things he needed to do in order to be saved. 

 

2. We must hear words in order to be saved. In the previous point, we observed Cornelius 

was to send for Peter to tell him, “words by which you and all your household will be 

saved” (Acts 11:14). The method by which people learn what is necessary to salvation is 

through hearing the preaching of the gospel message. In Romans 1:16, we learn the 

gospel is the power of God to salvation. In 1 Corinthians 1:21, we read how “it pleased 

God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.” People 

cannot call or believe on someone they have never heard about. Therefore, hearing is 

necessary to produce saving faith (Romans 10:14-17). 

 

3. God requires the same thing of all people. It appears from scripture Cornelius would 

be the first Gentile (non-Jew) to become a Christian. Peter was given a vision to help him 

understand all people are proper candidates to hear the gospel be preached. In Acts 10:9-

16, three times Peter sees an object like a sheet full of all types of animals and is told to 

rise, kill, and eat. Peter refuses to do so citing the fact he had never eaten anything 

common or unclean. Yet a voice says, “What God has cleansed you must not call 

common” (Acts 10:15). The vision shows clearly God had removed the food laws of the 



Old Testament and hence all animals are to be considered clean today. Based upon that 

premise, a necessary conclusion is drawn by Peter that Gentiles are no longer to be called 

common or unclean either (Acts 10:28). As Peter speaks to Cornelius and his household 

he declares, “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever 

fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him” (Acts 10:34-35). Jews and 

Gentiles were now accountable to the same law and must meet the same requirements 

in order to be saved. 

 

4. We learn a lesson about the position of the teacher. When Peter comes in Cornelius 

responds by falling down and worshipping Peter (Acts 10:25). Peter responds by lifting 

him up and saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man” (Acts 10:26). Peter was an apostle 

of Jesus Christ. Peter was specifically selected to preach to Cornelius and his household 

by God. Peter had lived and been with Jesus during His life upon the earth. Yet Peter did 

not accept the worship of someone like Cornelius. Teachers of the gospel need to 

recognize they are not in a position to receive worship from others. Teachers of the gospel 

are simply servants of God and God should receive the glory for what they accomplish (1 

Corinthians 3:5-7). Teachers who would exalt themselves and feel they should be 

worshipped by others are not acting like the apostles did. 

 

5. We learn about the necessity of water baptism. As was pointed out under the first point, 

Cornelius was what many today would consider a good man. As Peter is speaking the 

Holy Spirit falls upon Cornelius and others and they begin speaking with tongues (Acts 

10:44-46). However, despite being what many would consider a good man and a man 

baptized with the Holy Spirit, he still was commanded to be baptized in water. Acts 10:47-

48 says, “‘Can anyone forbid water that these should not be baptized who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 

the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.” The necessity of water baptism is not 

removed by being a good, moral person. The necessity of water baptism is not removed 

because one is baptized by the Holy Spirit. The reason one needs to be baptized in water 

is the same reason those on the Day of Pentecost were told to be baptized “for the 

remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Baptism in water is when one receives the remission of 

sins not before. 

- Derek Long, via Oak Grove Church of Christ Bulletin, Jennings, FL, March 18, 2018 

 

The Scriptures Are Profound 
 
In a preceding article, this writer called attention to the understandability of the Scriptures. 

But their understandability does not gainsay [oppose, contradict, refute, deny – GFS] their 

depth. 



The Scriptures themselves affirm that parts of them are difficult to be understood. In Paul's 

epistles are "some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 

unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction" (2 Pet. 

3:16). Peter does not discredit or disparage Paul's writings (the One who guided Peter 

and Paul does not oppose Himself -- Matt. 12:22-30). Neither does he claim that any of 

Paul's writings are impossible to be understood ("hard" and "impossible" do not mean the 

same thing). He does claim that some of Paul's writings (though not all) are difficult to be 

understood. Here is a clear and plain statement of Scripture that some statements of 

Scripture are not clear and plain! 

 

Some have thought that the expression, "the simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3), 

means that the gospel of Christ has been presented "simply," or with such clarity that it 

can be learned without effort. That parts of the gospel are easily understood is evident. 

But this is a misuse of the word "simplicity" as here employed. The expression refers to 

proper disposition of Christians toward Christ ("in" is translation of the same word that is 

translated "for" and "unto" in Acts 2:38; also note context), not to a characteristic of the 

gospel itself. It relates to purity, or singleness of devotion toward Christ, not to plainness 

of presentation. Paul wrote with both [rationality, clarity – GFS] and profundity 

[perceptiveness, insight – GFS]. There are parts of the Bible that are "hard to be 

understood." And this truth challenges the mind of man to greater effort. 

 

Man is the most intelligent of all creatures, and is to use such intelligence strenuously. He 

often does this in economic, political and scientific fields. Let him do it in his study of the 

Scriptures. By their very construction, the Scriptures encourage man to study them 

intensely. From one's earliest experiences in acquiring knowledge of God's word, mental 

effort has been called for. Some that are considered by the student as elementary were 

once looked upon as most complex and bewildering. But as these things become clear 

by diligent study other things remained to be learned. Every milestone reached points to 

expanses yet to be traveled. Every new lesson learned points to lessons yet to be learned. 

The Bible is inexhaustible. There will always be plenty of passages to tax the mental 

capacities of man, however learned he might be. And those mental capacities need to be 

taxed. The Scriptures discourage mental indolence. They encourage mental endeavor--

endeavor in studying the Scriptures! 

 

Philosophical "intellectualism" is not the same as Scriptural studiousness. Careful study 

of the Scriptures does not encourage one to launch out into seas of speculation. Rather, 

it discourages such. When one's inquisitiveness is directed to Scriptural statements, he 

is discouraged from engaging in speculative theories. 

 



Attempts to establish philosophical 'intellectualism" as of value in learning Bible truth are 

to be opposed. But diligent, careful and thorough Bible study is to be encouraged. The 

plain passages of Scripture that have been learned are to be reread and cherished (Heb. 

5:12, 2 Pet. 1:12). But the hitherto unlearned things of Scripture are to be learned also. 

We are to continue to "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ" (2 Pet. 3: 18). One can become so engrossed in abstruse [obscure, puzzling, 

complex - GFS] matters as to despise plain parts of the Bible. And one can become so 

concerned with clear and plain passages as to despise or ignore those that are difficult. 

These "hard to be understood" things are to be studied as well as those that are clear 

and plain. 

 

Sometimes gospel preachers are criticized for being "too deep." If this is a candid 

complaint it is not necessarily a just one. It is possible for one to deal with clearly taught 

truth in such way as to confuse. But it is just as possible for the hearer to refuse to think 

thoroughly on issues on which he has not thought before. If one presents a lesson on 

suffering as contained in the book of Job, some might complain of the "depth" of the 

lesson -- when the lesson was no "deeper" than the book of Job itself. Such criticism is 

really directed against the Lord! In such case, it is not that the lesson should be presented 

with more "shallowness," but that the audience should hear with more concentration. 

 

It is not unusual for certain books of the Bible to be considered as "off limits" for group 

study. When the book of Revelation is ignored because of its "symbolism," or Romans 

because of its "depth," a premium is placed on "plainness." And this is tragic. 

 

The teacher of truth should resist the temptation to surrender to demands of either the 

"super-scholarly" or the "surface" minds of his hearers. He should reflect, in his teaching, 

both the plain and the profound -- qualities that characterize the Bible itself. The Scriptures 

are profound. Let them be diligently studied! 

- Herbert Fraser, Truth Magazine, January, 1965. 

 

> “People all over the world smile in the same language!” 

 

> “The difficulties of life are intended to make us better, not bitter!” 

 

> “A happy wife sometimes has the best husband, but more often makes the best of 

the husband she has!” 

 



> “Fathers, putting Christ first in your life gives your children a model worth 

imitating!” 

 

> “Few people ever carve their way to success with cutting remarks!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “A Christian Prays!” (Text: Matt. 6:6); 

Sunday evening: “Preparation for Persecution!” (John 15:18 – 16:4, Part 1: vss. 18-21). 


