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YOU CAN TELL! 
 

Television has changed things.  It used to be that you could recognize a person from the 

South by his dragging enunciation, or a person from the North by his clipped inflections. 

Television has made it so that we mostly sound alike.  It is true, however, that we 

recognize people and their character because of what we see or observe about them. All 

persons have distinguishing characteristics. Some people are easily recognized by their 

voice, some by the way they dress, by their use of the language, by their physical 

characteristics. You can tell quite a lot about a person just by observation. 

 

You can tell a lot about a man’s religion by some of the things you observe when he’s 

around. If he’s truly a Christian, there will be signs of that fact in almost every area of his 

life.  His every activity will be an under-lining of his faith, a manifestation of his devotion 

to God, a sure indication of his determination to let the light of his faith shine, no matter 

where he is.  Fact is, it’s easy to spot a Christian: 

 

By his language.  There is at once a noticeable difference between the language of a 

Christian and that of the worldly-minded person.  The real Christian knows it to be sinful 

to take the name of the Lord in vain.  He is not inclined to use terms and phrases intended 

to provoke toward lust or licentiousness.  He knows that a person who professes to be a 

Christian and uses filthy language is showing the world that his religion really doesn’t 

mean very much to him.  It should be obvious to all concerned how foolish it is to “….bless 

we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the 

similitude of God.”  And just how hypocritical it is when “out of the same mouth proceeds 

blessing and cursing.” It is certainly so that “brethren, these things ought not to be.”   The 

true child of God will watch his language and “speak as the oracles of God” (See James 

3:9-10; 1 Peter 4:11). 

 

By his professions.  The true Christian is in no way ashamed of His Lord nor of the gospel 

he follows.  When asked about the course he follows and the hope he professes, he is 

always “ready to give an answer…” (1 Peter 3:15), for he has sanctified Christ as Lord in 



his heart.  When he is asked by someone why the church of Christ does what it does or 

teaches what it teaches, he is quick to point out that “the way of man is not in himself,” 

that he is to “seek the old paths.”  He will defend the gospel, but with loving concern for 

the inquisitor.  He will tell the whole truth and will in no way water down the message of 

the risen Savior.  All this he does, considering himself, “let ye also be tempted,” and 

remembering all the while that “love covers a multitude of sins” (See Jeremiah 6:16; 

10:23; Galatians 6:1). 

 

By the way he lives.  The Christian’s interests differ from those of his companions in the 

world.  You won’t find him continually parked in front of the computer screen, the iPhone 

or his television set day after day, night after night. He may be visiting the sick or teaching 

a class or helping someone in some other way.  Now that is not to say all these things 

are considered by him to be wrong or sinful; it merely says he uses them in moderation.  

Facebook does not take the place of facing up to his responsibilities as a child of God. 

He is more interested in others than I-considerations. He is more interested in eternal life 

than e-mails. Bible study is part of who and what he is, for he knows his study is necessary 

to “be approved of God.” The good Christian attends funerals, helps elderly people with 

their needs, you may even see a tear in his eye when the little people sing Jesus Loves 

Me.  This person will pay his bills, do his part even when it’s inconvenient, stop at stop 

signs, obey the rules of the game, love his wife, teach his children, and “forsake not” the 

assemblies of the saints.  He knows he’s not perfect, but he will make periodic self-

examinations in order that he might become better tomorrow than he was today. (See 

Galatians 6:1-10). 

 

By where he’s headed.  He realizes full well that it’s not what’s here that is his goal, but 

what is there.  He is constantly seeking “those things which are above,” is working to 

present his body a living sacrifice while here, but is all the while realizing that his 

“citizenship is in heaven,” from whence will come the Savior to change his “vile body, that 

it might be fashioned according to His glorious body…” (See Colossians 3:1-3; Philippians 

3:20-21). 

 

Yes, you can spot him.  He’s like a city set on a hill, or a light on a stand.  And you can 

tell–he is headed somewhere, and it ain’t here. 

- Dee Bowman 

 

 

(Editor's Note: The following is an excerpt from an editorial article which appeared in the 

Sept. 1st, 1961 issue of Vital Speeches of the Day. It is the manuscript of a speech 

delivered to the Annual Meeting of the Maryland Council on Family Relations, Baltimore, 

Maryland, May 11, 1961, and to The Cadets of The Second Class, United States Air Force 



Academy, Colorado, May 14, 1961. The title is, “The Psychology of Fatherhood,” by 

Dantel G. Brown, Ph. D., Forbes AFB, Kansas. It was published in Truth Magazine, in 

October, 1961. The excerpt comes from the section subtitled, “What Are Some of the 

Problems and Difficulties in Bcoming an Adequate Father?” The entire manuscript is too 

long to be included, but readers will do well to carefully consider the remarks made by Dr. 

Brown.) 

 

Does masculinity for men mean, as the psychoanalyst, Josselyn, has suggested such 

things as: belittling and looking down on women as a group? making money and acquiring 

power? and denying feelings of tenderness, affection etc.? In connection with the belittling 

of women, some men have an attitude, toward their wives that may be characterized as 

one of, "well, after all, she is only a woman." Now this idea, "only" may be appropriate 

when applied to a child, but certainly not to one-half of the adult human race that happens 

to be as bright and talented and capable as the other half. As one woman has put it, 

"When men belittle us, they belittle half of life, and they belittle their own happiness. To 

demean women is to demean love and relationship, and these are the two qualities in 

which civilization is very weak and which it greatly needs." (From Scott-Maxwell, Women 

and Sometimes Men). 

 

The idea that masculinity is proportional to the power over others or wealth that a man 

can acquire is a fallacy of the first magnitude. The fact that a man may be a great success 

in his business or profession in no way guarantees that he will be equally successful as 

a husband or as a father. The denial of feelings as a characteristic of masculinity, is 

related to the idea that feelings of affection, compassion, kindness, etc. are feminine and, 

hence unmanly. Many boys tend to be driven to harshness, crudeness, and 

destructiveness because they have somehow equated this with the ultimate repudiation 

of anything that resembles being "feminine," This "taboo on tenderness" is probably part 

of the basis for many fathers not being affectionate and emotionally close to their children 

as they should be and as their children need them to be. Fathers should not be afraid to 

love their children openly and as generously as mothers; after all, a child's psychological 

development depends on this as much as his physical development depends on vitamins 

and minerals. 

 

Gorer, a British anthropologist, has observed that American males are the most sissy-

conscious group of men on earth, i.e., they continually struggle against any implication 

that they are other than 100% super he-men! In lamenting this false notion of masculinity, 

Philip Wylie has concluded that it is "about time to abandon the idiotic notion that 

sensitiveness is the same as sissiness." What we are saying quite simply here is that 

these false notions about masculinity create problems in helping boys to grow up to 



become adequate fathers. And this is not only a problem in our society but found among 

various groups throughout the world. One writer has summed it up as follows: 

 

In far too many cultures, men have been brought up in accordance with an unfortunate 

concept of masculinity. According to this concept, it is perfectly proper for a man to be 

coarse, vulgar, unclean, violent, lacking in self-respect, undignified in behavior, and to 

devote his life to the acquisition of power and material wealth. There is no gainsaying the 

fact that this conception of what men ought to be has been responsible for a very great 

part of the tragedies that fill human history. The aforementioned qualities have been 

exhibited by so many men over so many centuries that is not at all surprising that it should 

be almost universally believed they are inherent in the masculine character. 

 

But the evidence suggests they are cultural in origin. And the evidence is right at hand for 

everyone to see. Men who have been brought up according to a diametrically opposed 

concept of masculinity are refined, dignified, civilized in bearing, possessed with self-

respect, and exhibit regard for ethical, intellectual, aesthetic, and religious values. The 

world might become a considerable better place to live in if parents were to repudiate 

their barbaric concept of masculinity and bring boys up in accordance with one as civilized 

as that governing the rearing of girls. Men can help the process along by living their lives 

on the assumption that there is nothing unmanly about being civilized. (Kamiat, Feminine 

Superiority.) 

 

Surely, to think of Mussolini, Hitler, or Stalin, as "masculine personalities" is to make the 

term synonymous with some of the worst potentiality of human nature. On the other hand, 

surely, Jesus, St. Francis of Assissi, or Gandhi, were not less "masculine" because of 

their love, compassion, and reverence for human life. In short, we are suggesting that 

there is a real need to re-interpret and re-evaluate the idea of masculinity and to begin 

rearing our sons accordingly. 

 

> “No nation is better than the home life of its people!” 

 

> “Faith in Christ makes the up-look good and the outlook bright!” 

 

> “If people grew physically at the rate they grow spiritually, many of them would 

spend their lives in a playpen!” 

 

> “The narrow road is not a conveyor belt! You have to do your own walking!” 

 



> “The best tact in winning a soul is contact!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Are You Discouraged?” (Text: 2 Cor. 4:16-

18); Sunday evening: “The Revelation of the Spirit!” (John 16:5-15). 


