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The Spiritual Simplicity of Our Singing 

 

In the 1940's Elmer T. Clark observed that is "a peculiar type of mind which is convinced 

that God is interested in whether his worshipers sing with or without instrumental music" 

(Small Sects in America, p. 16). Clark's words carry a twentieth century bias. The truth is 

that the mind which he thought so peculiar was once dominant in "Christian" thought. The 

use of musical instruments in the worship of the churches is a relatively recent 

development. Most Protestant churches in America did not yield to the practice until the 

nineteenth century. 

 

The unadorned simplicity of our spiritual singing is not a cultural statement but a matter 

of faith — a response to the teaching of the New Testament. 

 

The worship of the Old Testament church with its complex rituals was not simple. During 

the intricate rites of the temple sacrifices a Levitical chorus was commanded to sing and 

a Levitical orchestra to play (2 Chron. 29:25-28). But the New Testament refers to the 

appointments of temple worship as "carnal ordinances, imposed until a time of 

reformation" (Hebrews 9:10). This reformation is dramatically illustrated by the total 

absence of any reference in the New Testament to Christians worshipping God with 

sacrificial animals, incense, lamps, choirs, or orchestras. There is only the admonition for 

the disciples to speak to each other and to the Lord in "psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs" (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16). 

 

Christian worship in song is not a choral contest. Spiritual singing has spiritual ends. Since 

God's ways differ radically from our own (Isaiah 55:8-9) it is of no consequence that in 

the mind of some the absence of musical instruments (or of devotional lamps and 

incense) diminishes the appeal of the singing. What is important is that we have sufficient 

trust in God to follow His instructions with the confidence that His methods achieve His 

purposes. 

 



The silence of the New Testament on instrumentally accompanied singing has had its 

impact in history. The early centuries not only reveal no use of instrumental music in 

worship but an expressed opposition to it as belonging to the spiritual infancy of the Old 

Testament church. Eusebius of Caesarea (early 4th century), commenting on Psalm 91:2-

3: "Of old at the time those of the circumcision were worshipping with symbols and types 

it was not inappropriate to send up hymns to God with the psalterion and kithara… We 

render our hymns with a living psalterion and a living kithara with spiritual songs. The 

unison voices of Christians would be more acceptable to God than any musical 

instrument." 

 

Chrysostum (late 4th century): "It was only permitted to the Jews, as sacrifice was, for the 

heaviness and grossness of their souls. God condescended to their weakness, because 

they were lately drawn from idols; but now, instead of organs, we may use our own bodies 

to praise him withal." Theodoret of Cyrhus (early 5th century): "Question: If songs were 

invented by unbelievers to seduce men, but were allowed to those under the law on 

account of their childish state, why do those who have received the perfect teaching of 

grace in their churches still use songs, just like the children under the law? Answer: It is 

not simple singing that belongs to the childish state, but singing with lifeless instruments, 

with dancing, and with clappers. Hence the use of such instruments and the others that 

belong to the childish state is excluded from the singing in the churches, and simple 

singing is left" (Questions and Answers for the Orthodox). 

 

The Roman Catholic Church continued this opposition at least until the time of Thomas 

Aquinas (1227-1274) who wrote: "Our church does not use musical instruments, as harps 

and psalteries, to praise God withal, that she may not seem to Judaize." The Greek 

Church (Orthodox) has never used musical instruments. Several Protestant reformers 

held to the same sentiment. Calvin wrote that "musical instruments in celebrating the 

praises of God would be no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting of 

lamps, and the restoration of the other shadows of the law" (Commentary on Psalm 33). 

Wesley was more succinct: "I have no objection to instruments of music in our chapels 

provided they are neither heard nor seen." 

 

The use of instruments in worship is not progress but a carnal retreat to spiritual 

kindergarten. We should glory in the supreme spirituality of our singing, sanctified by God 

and accompanied by the higher melody of our hearts. 

- Paul Earnhart 

 

  



Brotherly Love – The Real Test 
 

What kind of people were the Christians of the first century? Were they "super-Christians," 

totally dedicated, so devoted to the Lord that they would put twentieth century Christians 

to shame? We tend to think so. And if we look only at the Christians of Jerusalem before 

the church was scattered, our conclusions will be well founded. But by the time Paul wrote 

the letter to the Philippians, the churches of his day were much like those of our day. His 

description of those with whom he was associated is given in this verse: "For all seek their 

own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's" (Phil. 2:21). 

 

There were notable exceptions, however, among Paul's associates, men and women 

whose devotion to the Lord and love for their brethren serve as wonderful examples. Paul 

himself was one: "Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I 

joy and rejoice with you all" (Phil. 2:17). Timothy was another: "For I have no man like-

minded, who will naturally care for your state" (Phil. 2:20). Epaphroditus was yet another: 

"Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply 

your lack of service toward me" (Phil. 2:30). Not regarding his life! There is the real test 

of brotherly love. This is the love manifested by Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus. These 

did not regard their own lives when their brothers and sisters were in need. The love which 

they manifested is the love required of all: "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 

he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren" (1 Jn. 

3:16). 

 

The phrase, "Love . . . seeketh not her own" (1 Cor. 13:4, 5), suddenly takes on new 

meaning. Love does not just send a card to the sick, or prepare a dish for the bereaved. 

Love does not just do repair work for a widow, or carry a fruit basket to the aged. These 

are all good works and are manifestations of love. We do not mean to minimize the value 

of such works. But real love, if the occasion arises, goes beyond such acts of service. 

Real love does not seek to preserve even her own life. Real love willingly lays down her 

life for the brethren. Love gives more than material things; love gives herself. 

 

Few Christians of the first century had that kind of love. And when we observe the 

selfishness, the petty jealousy, the greed, the desire for pre-eminence, the gossip, the 

backbiting, feuding, and quarreling that are characteristic of brethren of our day, we are 

sure that few have that kind of love today. Aquila and Priscilla once "laid down their necks" 

for Paul (Rom. 16:3,4). Let the reader make a list of the Christians of his acquaintance 

for whom he would lay down his neck! It is easy to think that we would die for the Lord if 

our faith were so tested, but "he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can 

he love God whom he hath not seen" (1 Jn. 4:20)? 

 



Doctrinal error that threatens the salvation of God's people must be fought. Sin must be 

corrected. But we have little doubt that many of the problems that trouble the church today 

result from our being like the "all" who "seek their own" rather than like those who "regard 

not their lives" for the sake of brethren. 

 

How is this love developed? The same chapter of Philippians provides the answer: "Let 

this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). Here is the great goal of 

Christians -- becoming "conformed to the image of His Son." When we reach that goal, 

we will have found maturity in all aspects of Christianity, and we will have learned to love 

others as God would have us to love, even to willingness to die for them. 

- Bill Hall, via Guardian of Truth, 10/3/85, pp. 580-581 

 

The Sin of Bathsheba 
 

"And it came to pass in an evening-tide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked 

upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; 

and the woman was very beautiful to look upon". (2 Sam. 11:2). 

 

Lust and passion was kindled in David's heart by the sin of Bathsheba. In condemning 

David for his sin, we should not overlook the part that an unclothed woman played in the 

chain of sinful actions. If Bathsheba had been more discreet about her undressing and 

bathing, she would not have been seen by David, and their sin together would not have 

taken place. 

 

Christ declared: "But I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her 

hath committeth adultery with her already in his heart", (Matt. 5:28). Only eternity will 

reveal how much this type of sin has been caused by near-nude women parading in the 

streets. Do you think God will hold guiltless the woman who deliberately exposes her body 

to the gaze of a world already gone mad with passion? 

 

Instead of profiting by the sin of Bathsheba, today, there are thousands of women who 

are following in the same course, and being more flagrant in that sin.   

- Foster Ramsey 

 

> “We can no more return to God without a change of heart than we can be reconciled 

to people without an apology!” 

 



> “When God is going to do something wonderful, He begins with a difficulty. If it is 

going to be something very wonderful, He begins with an impossibility!” 

 

> “Wrinkles are receipts for living!” 

 

> “If you have a hill to climb, waiting will not make it smaller!” 

 

> “Ask God’s blessings on your work, but do not ask Him to do it for you!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Are You Ready?” (Text: Rom. 1:14-16); 

Sunday evening: Class: Hebrews 12:1-13, page 132. 


