
The Old Hickory Bulletin 

Old Hickory Church of Christ 
841 Old Hickory Blvd. 

Jackson, TN 38305 

oldhickorycofc.com 

 

April 28, 2019       Volume 39, # 18 

 
 

Spiritual Nepotism 
 

While the term "nepotism" is generally associated with the political realm, its meaning 

renders it adaptable to usage in other areas as well. Originally, the term was used to 

describe the favoritism shown to nephews by medieval prelates. Later, however, 

nepotism came to be seen as favoritism shown to any relative, and usually in disregard 

of merit, ethics, or even law itself. In short, it is the practice of giving priority to relatives 

over right; favoring family to a fault. 

 

Thusly viewed, it is not difficult to see the term's relevance and application to the spiritual 

realm. Accordingly then, what we might call a sort of "spiritual nepotism" may be 

described as the practice of favoring family above God. Isn't that the sin of Eli the priest? 

(1 Sam. 2). God saw Eli's indulgence of his wicked sons as a thing of iniquity, "because 

his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not" (1 Sam. 3:13). Thus, Eli 

honored his sons above God, as God Himself says, 1 Sam. 2:29. Surely, God is no less 

concerned when modern 'Elis" do the same. Any parent who is more concerned with his 

children's wants than with God's will makes himself the enemy of God, child and self, 

even if unwittingly. God shows us that children need restraining, discipline, and spiritual 

training (text; Deut. 11:19; Prov. 22:6, 13:24, 23:13; Eph. 6:4). To withhold these things 

in favor of pleasing the child is to honor him above God — it is spiritual nepotism. But, we 

not only hurt our offspring in withholding the good, we do likewise in upholding the bad 

and the wrong in them. Had you ever noticed, for instance, how some schoolteachers 

have nothing more to do than pick on our children? Don't we just know our dears wouldn't 

do all those awful things they've been accused of? Confidence and trust are absolutely 

essential — except when they blind us to truth and cause us to defend our youth in 

wrongdoing. Such blind allegiance is a poor substitute for real love and usually hurts more 

than it helps. Faithfulness requires a consistent application of truth and right to all persons 

and all circumstances. No doubt Abraham could have offered God excuses a lot easier 

than he could offer his son Isaac — but, thankfully, faith triumphed over feelings in his 

case, as it must in ours. It is in anticipation of these very conflicts that Jesus says, "He 



that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me" (Matt. 10:37). 

 

But furthermore, we must see this principle involved in the husband and wife relationship 

also. Think of the Christians who have allowed their marriages to divorce them from God; 

who have allowed their union with an unbeliever to separate them from the Lord! It is 

nothing short of spiritual nepotism when wives put pleasing their husband above pleasing 

God (and vice versa). Peter's admonition needs remembering: "We must obey God rather 

than men," Acts 5:29). We are living in a time in which family loyalty is desperately 

needed. But, may God help us to see it and discharge it within the framework of true faith. 

We owe it to God and kin.  

- Dan S. Shipley, via Plain Talk, Oct., 1980 

 

Let All the Earth Keep Silence 

 

But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him” (Habakkuk 

2:20).  

 

How often have we heard these words read or sung at the beginning of a service? The 

silence enjoined by Habakkuk is not a literal silence but the silence of submission and 

acceptance which would not dare to voice any question or complaint against God. 

 

There is, however, great value in literal silence — a value our generation may well have 

forgotten. In these days of roaring traffic, noisy factories, humming household appliances 

and megawatt stereos, an unexpected moment of silence can be almost frightening. The 

first option we demand for our automobiles is a radio/cassette player; and people going 

to the mountains or the seashore for a picnic seem more concerned about getting their 

ghetto blasters or portable TVs than they are about the sandwiches. One thing to be said 

for many of these people is that they are generous enough to share their sound with 

everyone within a mile’s radius. With all due respect, however, I think I prefer the selfish 

kind who, while walking, running or cycling, get their necessary sound from those little 

earphones that allow the rest of us to make our own selfish choices of what we want to 

hear — or not hear. 

 

All of this lust for sound has even carried over into worship: we want sermons delivered 

with machine-gun rapidity and prayers prayed without a moment’s pause for thought. The 

silence during the Lord’s Supper has become so unbearable to some that they have 

eliminated it with live or recorded singing. Our generation would have been miserable in 

heaven when there was silence “for about half an hour” (Revelation 8:1). 



Silence is the natural effect of many commendable emotions: awe, humility, controlled 

anger, sympathy, a stricken conscience, and reverence, as well as the submission and 

acceptance of superior wisdom advised in Habakkuk 2:20. Even love may be expressed 

by silence. Someone has said that the depth of a friendship may be measured by the time 

two individuals can be comfortable with no word exchanged. Our aversion to silence may 

reveal the scarcity of some of these qualities. 

 

Silence increases objectivity as we escape the clamor of emotional appeals and 

subjective arguments and evaluate the real substance of things we have heard. Crooked 

salesmen do not like silence. 

 

In a special way, silence seems to remind us of the presence of God. It is not in the city 

that Christians most often remark on the certainty of a creator; rather it is on a mountain 

peak, far above the noise below, where the stillness is broken only by sounds of God’s 

creation. 

 

Silence allows us to hear the voice of the Spirit — not in some miraculous way, but 

through reflection upon the law of God which we have laid up in our hearts (Psalms 

119:11) and upon which we “meditate day and night” (Psalms 1:2). Meditation is best 

without distracting noise. 

 

Because of these qualities, silence may often be used effectively to calm bitterness and 

to avoid polarization of individuals in disagreement. The Quakers have become known as 

peerless mediators in numerous types of conflict; and periods of silence are among their 

favorite devices. Most of us talk too much and are too rushed to be successful as 

peacemakers. 

 

Silence is an excellent tool in personal evangelism. A period of quiet reflection after the 

reading of a scripture gives the student time to reach his own conclusions about its 

message. It is amazing how effective the Holy Spirit can be in revealing truth to one whose 

mind is uncluttered by the explanations of “teachers.” 

 

Silence can encourage decisions. Once, talking to a couple who had been attending 

services for many years, I was urging their obedience. As usual, they said they needed a 

little more time. “How much time do you need?” I asked. “You have had 20 years.” Silence 

followed. They said nothing. I said nothing. I determined that I would not speak until they 

did. The silence lengthened. It became almost embarrassing — it seemed so long. But it 

was finally broken when he said, “I’m ready; let’s go.” They died not long after that — 

saved by a decision which was spurred, not by what was said but by what was not said. 

I learned that there is, indeed, “a time to keep silence” (Ecclesiastes 3:7). 



Silence facilitates private prayer. Perhaps it was a quest for such silence which led Jesus, 

rather often, to rise a long while before day to go out into a solitary place to pray. If He 

sought it, so should we. 

- Sewell Hall 

 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above, 

Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 

The silence of eternity, 

Interpreted by love! 

 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess, 

The beauty of Thy peace. 

—John G. Whittier 

 

Are You Listening? 
 

As a small boy I wrote plays, and "our gang" of the neighborhood built a stage, put on a 

show. We sold tickets to grown-ups on the streets — usually getting enough for a few ice 

cream cones. But what we really remember and cherish is the fact that Sheriff George 

Newman came to the show. He honored us by listening! 

 

A current T.V. commercial in this part of the country claims superiority for its sponsor 

because "We listen!" Nor do they stop with a slogan. They claim to have training schools 

for their employees, and executives, in the art of listening. There is no denying they have 

offered something the public appreciates — a willingness to hear the customer's 

message. 

 

Listening says something. It says, "I respect you as an equal. I am willing to hear your 

side and give it proper consideration." By listening we climb down from our imagined ivory 

tower, and join the human race. We acknowledge that someone else knows something 

— we may learn something. And while one is listening he is less susceptible to hoof-in-

mouth disease. 

 

There is no telling how many rifts and separations could be avoided if we would learn to 

listen. False accusations and straw-man arguments could give way to a well-defined 



issue, and even if the speaker is in error our rebuttal would be more effective by getting 

to the heart of the matter. And if he is right... 

 

Have you ever gotten the feeling that in your home parents and children are yelling their 

lungs out, and no one is listening? In school, in government, in management-labor 

relations, we are forming committees who can express our views — to whom?? The 

wisest and most practical solutions to our problems are effective only if someone quits 

talking long enough to listen. We are a tribe of "Heap Big Chiefs" — and no Indians. 

 

I cannot claim to be a good listener; and perhaps this is written as self-rebuke, or penance. 

It could satisfy my guilt complex, and still not give others their deserved attention. 

 

Jesus blessed the ears that hear (Matt. 13:10-16). ARE YOU LISTENING??  

- Robert F. Turner, via Plain Talk, Oct., 1979 

 

> “Happy is the one who walks so close to God that he leaves no room for the devil!” 

 

> “Those who walk with God always reach their destination!”  

 

> “You can never do kindness too soon, for you never know when it may be too late!” 

 

> “A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out!” 

 

> “The way some people criticize, you would think they get paid for it!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “A Look at a City!” (Text: Acts 17:15-34); 

Sunday evening: Bi-monthly Singing! 


