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WHAT BOTHERS US MORE? 

 

Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger burned 

against David and he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom have you left 

those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your insolence and the wickedness of your 

heart; for you have come down in order to see the battle.” But David said, “What have I 

done now? Was it not just a question?” (1 Sam. 17:28-29) 

 

David had come out to where the Israelites were stationed as they were facing the 

Philistines and Goliath. The problem is that the Israelites were just posturing, too afraid 

to engage the great giant. They put on their battle array and shouted a war cry, but they 

didn’t actually engage. David’s brothers were among this number, afraid to go out 

against Goliath. Saul was offering a prize to anyone who would face and defeat Goliath, 

but none had accepted the challenge. David asked about it: “What will be done for the 

man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this 

uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?” This 

caused David’s oldest brother, Eliab, to respond harshly. 

 

This chapter presents several contrasts. This one is between David and Eliab. David 

was irritated that an uncircumcised Philistine was defying God’s armies and was ready 

to act; Eliab was irritated that David asked about it. Perhaps David’s questions caused 

Eliab embarrassment. Perhaps it reminded Eliab and others how much they were failing 

in their own faith and courage. Eliab, we recall, was rejected from being anointed by 

Samuel (16:6-7). He had impressive enough height and stature, like Saul, but not the 

inner character that it took to be God’s King. 

 

Eliab is angry at David for questioning the situation that made his brothers look 

faithless. David wants to do something about the situation, not content that Goliath is 

going unchallenged, and this makes Eliab angry enough at David to charge David with 

wickedness. Wickedness! David is upset that the people are doing nothing but 

posturing, which was a reflection upon God and His people. Someone was going to be 

upset. Someone was going to have true, righteous indignation. 



This account should cause us to reflect upon our own attitudes as we live in a world of 

great challenges to our faith. What incites us to action? Those who defy God and His 

people, or those who call attention to our posturing and inaction? The world that insults 

God and maligns His people, or those who challenge us to act from within? 

 

“Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth?” (Gal. 4:16). Telling the truth 

can make enemies, even among those who are supposed to be brethren. Even when 

done in love. Yet the truth still needs to be told, and we still need to consider and accept 

those challenges to better ourselves, to become more courageous, to be willing to 

engage as soldiers of Christ in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation by 

speaking forth God’s message in clarity, conviction, and with grace and wisdom toward 

outsiders (Col. 4:2-6). 

 

It seems sometimes that Christians are more motivated to speak up against other 

Christians who call attention to our errors and the need to faithfully act than they are to 

speak truth to a world that is continually denying and defying God. Like Eliab and the 

rest of Israel at this time, we may indeed fear the ungodly world more than we fear God. 

This is manifested by our silence in spreading the gospel and our anger at other 

Christians who are calling on us to act. 

 

Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are 

the kisses of an enemy. (Prov. 27:5-6). This kind of problem can also show up when 

new Christians show zeal for the lost, shaming those of us who have been Christians for 

a while but are content to “go to church” a couple times a week and leave it at that. We 

need to encourage the zeal, coupled with learning and knowledge, so that even more 

will be courageous in spreading the truth. And we need to join in the spread of truth to a 

lost world. 

 

We need to check our attitudes. Are we making a religion that is more focused on our 

own personal convenience than upon God and others? If we get angry at the brother 

who asks about what we are doing while we merely posture in battle array toward the 

world, then our own lack of faith will be on display. 

 

Are we more like David or Eliab in this scenario? 

 

We must do more than put on battle array and shout war cries. We must show our faith 

and courage, putting our trust in the Lord who truly fights the battles. Let’s thank God for 

those who call attention to what’s really going on, and then join them in the real fight. 

- Doy Moyer 

 



Blessings Beyond Trials 
 
When dark days of trial and suffering come your way, will the faith that you have been 

cultivating and strengthening day by day be the asset that sustains you? Sometimes, 

even with God’s word, it is difficult to see with the eyes of faith the good that will be the 

result. 

 

Surely discouragement was couching at the door when Joseph sat in an Egyptian 

prison charged with a crime he did not commit. How long was his faith tested there? 

The bad experiences he endured ultimately put him where the Lord wanted him to be in 

order that He would be glorified in the good that would come to Joseph and the 

salvation that would come to his people: “God meant it for good in order to bring about 

this present result, to preserve many people alive.” (Gen. 50:20). 

 

Many times, blessings that God has in store for His people are obscured from sight by a 

very present burden. Through eyes of faith we receive the testimonies of those who saw 

through their hardships to the blessings beyond. Consider: 

 

Job: “But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” 

(Job 23:10). 

 

David: “It is good for me that I was afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes.” (Psa. 

119:71). 

 

Paul: “… if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. For I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Rom. 8:17-18). 

 

James: “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that 

the testing of your faith produces endurance.” (Jas. 1:2-3). 

 

Peter: “but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so 

that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.” (1 Pet. 4:13). 

- Gary Smalley 

 

Great News About Submission 
 

The only news about submission that the world would consider great is if it wasn't 

necessary. That news would be music to the ears of many in the religious world, too, 



removing the need for the textual gymnastics that are necessary for them to redefine 

gender roles and renumber who is first in the kingdom. 

 

A sizeable number of Christians might also find some joy in discovering submission and 

its concepts of following, serving, and obeying had finally been declared unnecessary. 

No more having to put others first, no more cooperation, no more gender roles. Would 

that be good news? 

 

The great news about submission is not that less is more, but that more is more. 

Submission is an opportunity to serve Christ, and we always want to do more of that. 

Submission is an opportunity to be like Christ, and nothing can be better than that for a 

true disciple! 

 

Think of it this way; when submission brings you life circumstances that you don't want 

to go through, how is that different from Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane? (Matt. 

26:39-44). Your submission makes you Christ-like! When submission doesn't allow you 

to do what you want to do or say what you want to say - Christ-likeness! (Jn. 6:38). 

When you are required to obey, and it's hard - Christ-likeness! (Heb. 5:8). When 

subjection requires that you remain silent - Christ-likeness! (Matt. 26:63; Is. 53:7). When 

people don't appreciate you, thank you, honor you for who you are and what you do but 

you continue to humbly do what is right - Christ-likeness! (Mk. 15:32; Phil. 2:5-9). When 

people misunderstand your submission to be weakness - Christ-likeness! (Matt. 27:42). 

When you bow to someone as your head - Christ-likeness (1 Cor. 11:3). When you 

defer your rights and revenge to forgive the undeserving - Christ-likeness! (Lk. 23:34). 

 

Instead of whining and complaining about "having" to submit to each other, we should 

welcome it as an opportunity to be Christ-like. Sometimes we'll find ourselves submitting 

when others don't have to. We can rejoice and be glad that we are blessed with these 

opportunities to be Christ-like that others don't have! 

 

We live in a prideful, arrogant, pushy, domineering, success-agenda fueled society. The 

idea of submission and serving others has been lost. Submission is alive and well in 

followers of Christ because Christ is in them and He is the picture of submission. More 

is more, and we welcome it! "...submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ" 

(Eph. 5:21). 

- David Dielstekamp 

 

> “It is one thing to praise discipline and another to submit to it!” 

 



> “Life is a grind-stone. Whether it grinds you down or polishes you up depends 

upon what you are made of!”  

 

> “Three things come not back in this life: the spoken word, the sped arrow, the 

neglected opportunity!” 

 

> “When the going seems easy, you may be going downhill. You always know if you're 

on the right road - it's uphill all the way!” 

 

> “A great deal of what we see, depends on what we are looking for!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Prove All Things!” (Text: 1 Thess. 5:21); 

Sunday evening: Hebrews class: Study Questions, p. 149. 


