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The Patternists: Measuring Themselves by 

Themselves 

 

In 2 Corinthians 10 Paul addressed the sentiments of his opponents. It appears that some 

had said unkind things about the great apostle, and it is probable that some in Corinth 

had a negative view of the great man of God. 

 

Paul’s appeal to be heard by them was centered in the authority he derived from Christ. 

He belonged to the Lord (vs. 7); the authority he exercised in edifying them came from 

the Lord (vs. 8); and as such he promised to come to them with weight and power in his 

words of admonition (vs. 9-11). 

 

Paul’s concern was always to please Christ. He knew that as long as he did what the Lord 

told him to do that he would be in the right, and pleasing to Him. In his previous letter to 

the Corinthians he wrote, “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards 

of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful” (1 

Corinthians 4:1-2). 

 

This perspective of Paul is discussed by him here in our text by contrasting it with a view 

that others held. He wrote, “For we are not class ourselves or compare ourselves with 

those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and 

comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). The idea 

that I am good because I am better than someone else is common, but untrue and 

dangerous. 

 

Why? Because it is full of assumptions. First, it commonly employs a subjective standard. 

I am better than my fellow man because I am busier? More successful? More dynamic? 

More popular? More reviled? If I get to define success, I will tend to tailor it to suit myself. 

This kind of prideful approach will give a false sense of superiority. 

 



Second, because others are not the standard. God is. My being better than any man, or 

all men, has no bearing on whether I have accomplished what God requires. If my focus 

is on others, I miss the point. As the Pharisee who said, “God, I thank You that I am not 

like other men — extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast 

twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess” (Luke 18:11-12), my self-exaltation does 

not impress God. 

 

The first lesson here is that such comparisons promote pride. “God resists the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). Our standing with God is not based upon our 

being better than others, it is based upon humble obedience to Him. 

 

This final truth, the need to humble ourselves in obedience to God, is the thrust of Paul’s 

words in our text. Paul wrote, “We, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within 

the limits of the sphere which God appointed us — a sphere that includes you” (2 

Corinthians 10:13). Paul’s concern was with what God instructed him to do. He knew that 

he would be judged by whether he had fulfilled his stewardship. 

 

Consider Paul’s conclusion: “But ‘he who glories, let him glory in the Lord.’ For not he 

who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends” (10:17-18). Think of 

all the religious people who measure their acceptance with God based upon their own 

definitions of success. “Look at our numbers.” “Look at the ‘good’ we are doing.” Look 

how big we are, how enthusiastic we are, how much more successful than ‘you’.” 

 

All that matters is that you are commended by the Lord. For this to be so, you must limit 

yourself to the “sphere which God appointed” (10:13). Without the approval of God, no 

other approval is of any consequence. 

- Stan Cox, (8/22/19) via soundteaching.org 

 

Live It Down 
 

David sinned and was shamed. "My sin," he said, "is ever before me" (Psa. 51:3). Paul 

never forgot his days as a tormentor and persecutor. Because of his awful past, he 

thought himself unfit to be called an apostle (1 Cor. 15:9). Did Peter ever forget having 

cursed and sworn that he did not know Jesus? I think not. 

 

If this is your sad plight, perhaps the following story will help you. Years ago, two brothers 

were caught and condemned for stealing sheep. As part of their punishment, their 

foreheads were branded with large capital letters, "S. S." 

 



One of the young men could not bear the stigma. He fled from town to town, but 

everywhere he went, people inquired about the letters on his forehead. Haunted by his 

past, he lived on the run as a fugitive, trying to escape his shame and reproach. He died 

while still a young man, never able to escape the letters seared into his skin and scorched 

into his condemning conscience. 

 

Meanwhile, his brother settled down in the same community where his crime had been 

committed. He worked and lived an honest, upright life. He devoted himself to helping 

and serving others. Many years past and people scarcely noticed the scars on his face. 

One day, a stranger moved into town and asked his neighbor about the letters, "S. S." on 

"that old man's face." 

 

"Well, we're not for certain," his neighbor replied, "but we think it means that he's the 

Savior's Servant." 

 

So, my dear fellow, suffering servant, however grievous your sins have been, if they are 

forgiven, you are now wearing the brand of the Savior's Servant. Hence, you may humbly 

forget those things which are behind and reach forth unto those things which are before, 

pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord (Phil. 3:13, 14). 

- Larry Ray Hafley 

 

I Am A Total Dependent! 

 

“Dependent” is defined as: contingent on another, subordinate, relying on or requiring the 

aid of another for support. “Dependence” is defined as: “the state of being dependent, as 

for support, trust, reliance; the state of being determined, influenced, or controlled by 

something else” (thefreedictionary.com). I am a total dependent, not upon my parents or 

the government, but upon Almighty God. 

 

“O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his 

own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). I recognize all too well that, “There is a way that seems 

right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12). I cannot direct my own 

steps. It is not spiritually wise or safe to do so. I am totally dependent upon God to direct 

my steps. 

 

I also realize that God’s thoughts are not my thoughts, nor are my ways His ways (Isaiah 

55:8). “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 



ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9). Since my thoughts and ways 

are not to be relied upon, I am totally dependent upon God’s thoughts and ways. 

 

Solomon spoke of this total dependency upon God in Proverbs 3:5-8 when he wrote: 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

fear the LORD and depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh, and strength to your 

bones” (Proverbs 3:5-8). I must not trust in the LORD with part of my heart, but with ALL 

of my heart. 

 

To be totally dependent upon God, I must hear and do explicitly as He instructs me in His 

inspired Word (Matt. 7:21, 24-27; 28:20; John 15:14; Col. 3:17; James 1:22-25; 1 John 

5:3). I am a total dependent. Are you? 

- Jesse Flowers 

 

A Few 
 

How many members were there in the church at Corinth?  The churches of Rome or 

Galatia?  Any one of the seven churches of the Revelation?  We don't know. 

 

Why don't we know?  The Bible doesn't tell us. 

 

Now, the Bible does tell us "...all things that pertain to life and godliness" (2 Peter 1:3).  

So, the more important question is: Why would we ask? 

 

"Satan moved David to number the people."  God had said not to number the people.  

He didn't want Israel to trust in himself and his own strength. 

 

Gideon learned that his 30,000 mustered troops were too strong.  God whittled it down 

to 300.  That way they could face an army of over 100,000 and know for sure that God 

had delivered them rather than their own military might. 

 

The disciples asked Jesus whether it was few who would be saved.  He replied, "Strive 

to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be 

able."  He also taught,  "The gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and 

those who find it are few." 

 

How many are "a few?"  Peter said "a few" were saved in the days of Noah.  That 

means eight.  And Noah had preached the gospel for a hundred years by that time. 



Jonathan son of Saul understood that "...nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by 

many or by few," as he and his shield-bearer overthrew a Philistine garrison. 

-Luis Zamora 

 

 

> “We're too blessed to be depressed!” 

 

> “Many people with money to burn will eventually burn with their money!”  

 

> “No one hides a light under a bed, but some Christians keep theirs hidden in the 

church building!” 

 

> “Advertisements for sin can be seen on TV, in the papers, on billboards, and in the 

lives of some Christians!” 

 

> “Defying God is about as intelligent as giving a wild elephant a peanut filled with 

red pepper!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “Now the Serpent …!’” (Text: Gen. 3:1-6); 

Sunday evening: Bi-monthly Singing! 


