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“The Church Across Town” 
 

In days gone by in this country, transportation was limited to walking, riding a horse or 

mule, or sometimes riding a boat down the river. To travel to a neighboring town, or certain 

points within the county of one’s birth was to travel as much as a “day’s journey” at times. 

Folks stayed closer to home because traveling was just not practical. With the 

advancement of technology came advancement in transportation. Today, we have cars, 

as well as airplanes which can travel hundreds of miles in a day. Such transportation 

takes folks where they wish to go in a very short amount of time. With this being the case, 

points on the map which used to seem “far away,” “a day’s journey,” or even farther, are 

now reached in a matter of minutes. While this certainly has its advantages, I am afraid 

sometimes such conveniences serve to do harm to a local church.  

 

Why do I say this? I say this because with such blessings as an automobile, it becomes 

rather easy for folks to go to “the church across town” or across the county when they get 

uncomfortable with a problem or conflict (real or imagined) which arises within the local 

congregation of which they are a member. Rather than staying with the group where they 

are and working it out, today it is much easier to get in the car and go “across town” or 

across the county. (I recognize that there are times when folks go to the “church across 

town” without malice or because of “hurt feelings” or a conflict. These folks are not under 

consideration in this article.) 

 

When there were difficulties in Bible days, folks had to work things out where they were. 

While we read of regions where there were several congregations of God’s people (ex: 

Gal. 1:2), problems or conflicts arising within the local body was not used by God’s people 

as an excuse to abandon their duties and commitments in favor of “greener pastures.” 

Nor is it the case that such actions were encouraged by Christ as a “first response” to 

trouble. 

 

In the New Testament, Christians were encouraged to work out problems in order for true 

unity to exist (1 Cor. 1:10; Phil. 1:27; etc.). Certainly, such instruction was needed for 



some of the churches in Asia (Rev. 1:11). The churches found in Ephesus, Pergamos, 

Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea dealt with not merely a difference of opinion, or 

“personality conflicts,” but actual cases of sin in their midst (Rev. 2-3)! In these cases, 

Christ encouraged them to “repent,” to change, to “strengthen what remains”; but he did 

not encourage them to run away from the problem! When John wrote to Gaius about the 

problem with Diotrephes, Gaius was not encouraged to leave, or start another church with 

Demetrius. Both were encouraged to continue in their good works. Specifically, Demetrius 

was encouraged to “follow . . . that which is good” despite the fact that Diotrephes was 

practicing evil at that moment (3 John 11)! 

 

The church at Corinth had plenty of problems to conquer. In the first letter, almost every 

chapter deals with some doctrinal error that had to be combated and corrected. Evidently, 

Paul thought these problems could be overcome, for he gave them the instruction 

necessary to overcome the sins. These brethren put forth the effort, and fixed many 

problems by the time the second epistle was written, but they still had more to fix (2 Cor. 

12:19-21). In two letters, he never encourages folks to “leave” or “start over afresh.” 

Rather, he declares that these brethren need to stay and work this through so that all the 

brethren could be right before God. 

 

Some might have suggested to Demetrius, or to some whose garments were still white in 

one of the churches of Asia Minor that they needed to leave. Some may have said, “Move 

on to the next church down the road!” Or, perhaps Gaius, Demetrius, and others would 

have been encouraged to start another congregation a few miles away. Perhaps well-

meaning individuals would have encouraged some Corinthian Christians to just leave 

those folks and start a new work on the other side of town. 

 

While such things can be an option, (we will discuss this later) should this be our first 

response to problems? What happened to talking to folks? What happened to trying to 

work things out? Christ said to let our lights shine so that folks can see our good works 

and glorify the Father (Matt. 5:16). How can my light shine or illuminate a room if I am not 

in it? 

 

Therefore, before folks get excited about leaving a place, perhaps they ought to first ask 

whether or not they can influence others to do what is right? Is there hope or not for the 

people to return to the Lord? Evidently, Christ still held out hope that Sardis could 

“resurrect” from the “dead” (Rev. 3:1). If not, why did he encourage those faithful few to 

“strengthen” what remained (Rev. 3:2)? He still saw some “worthy” folks there, and 

wanted them to continue to do what they could (Rev. 3:4). What if these few had simply 

run “across town” at the first signs of difficulty? How would that have helped matters in a 

spiritual sense? 



Having said all of this, am I saying that a person could never leave the congregation of 

which he/she is a member regardless of how wicked they became? Of course, not! There 

are times when it gets so bad that one must leave for his own spiritual safety. Can I tell 

you “when” this point is in every case? No, I can’t. However, here is a short list of 

suggestions that could be used as a type of barometer to help in our decision-making. 

 

A Time to Stay: 

• Just because something is not done exactly the way it used to be done is no reason 

to leave. Ask questions to find out “why.” Is your concern a matter of faith or opinion? 

• When elders and deacons are appointed. This occasion marks a time of great 

change in the congregation. This is a time when you are needed the most. 

• When the church gets a new preacher. This time can be just as life-changing as 

getting elders and deacons. Don’t leave. 

• When folks do something you don’t agree with, please stay. Talk to these brethren 

and try to get on the same page again (Psa. 133:1; Amos 3:3). 

• When there are disagreements, but there are still open lines of communication 

between you and the preacher, elders, and other brethren. 

• When we have differing views, but can still study and reason together about the 

Bible (2 Tim. 2:15; Eph. 5:17). 

 

A Time To Leave: 

• When false doctrine is defended. 

• When sinful practices are in evidence and defended. 

• When folks will no longer talk and study with you about your concerns. 

• When contentious attitudes (from the pulpit or the pew) are not corrected and 

repented of. 

 

Conclusion 

I hope these thoughts will be helpful to you. I am afraid sometimes, we are too quick to 

“cut and run” instead of considering matters, and systematically studying things out to 

prove what are matters of faith and what are matters of opinion. Think about this carefully. 

Don’t become frustrated and leave a congregation when you could be of greater help by 

staying! 

- - Jarrod Jacobs 

Via Truth Magazine, April 20, 2006 

 

  



Isn’t That What Love Does? 

 

Each time I read the historical story associated with Samson I can’t help but reflect on his 

stupidity! Whatever is to be said about Delilah, or any other person in Judges 13-16, it’s 

Samson who plays with fires and gets burned. As much as I marvel at Samson, I learn 

that what plagued a people then plagues us as well: a failure to understand what love is 

and does. Delilah sold her dignity and defined her actions as “love” toward Samson, but 

Samson didn’t have the wisdom to see that she was a wolf in sheep’s clothing. He didn’t 

see it because he evidently thought that “love” would not betray him. When example after 

example presented itself he dismissed it because God, he thought, loved him and would 

not leave him. A misunderstanding of love results in a misapplication of the same. Love 

does not manipulate, does not betray, and will not suffer fools. Love will, however, instruct, 

persuade, hold in confidence, and correct the foolish. God did. 

- Ron Thomas 

 

Selling Out 
 

There was a song several years ago that had this line in it: “When you come close to 

selling out, consider.”  The Christian life is not always one of happiness.  We face many 

difficulties in our effort to be faithful to God. 

 

One can look at the life of Joseph to see that a godly life will at times put us in trying 

circumstances.  But through all of Joseph’s trials (family members against him, slavery, 

false charges by Potiphar’s wife, being imprisoned) he always seemed to stay focused 

on what was the most important thing in life—obedience to God. 

 

As Christians facing the evil and temptations of this world, we can be presumed to look 

for an easy way out.  It is during these times we need to reconsider and remember God’s 

help is always present; we are not alone (Revelation 2:10), and a reward awaits the 

faithful that nothing on this earth can match (Psalm 16:11). 

- Lance Cordle 

 

> “It’s the small root of bitterness pressing through the crack that eventually splits 

the rock!” 

 



> “Your “religion” is whatever you are most interested in; and if you are the most 

interested in yourself, your real religion is Ego-dolatry, no matter what belief 

you profess!” 

 

> “Hate blocks the channels of love and blurs the eyes of reason!” 

 

> “A pessimist sees a problem in every opportunity. An optimist sees an opportunity 

in every problem!” 

 

> “Wake up, sing up, preach up, pray up, and pay up, but never give up or let up or 

back up until the cause of Christ in the world is built up!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Strange Pull of Egypt!” (Text: Exodus 

1:7-14); Sunday evening: Part 2. 


