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Growing In Brotherly Kindness 

 

In 189 BC, King Eumenes II of Pergamon (Pergamum or Pergamos) established a 

neighboring city that he named Philadelphia. He gave it that name because of the love 

he had for his brother, Attalus II, who was to be his successor. That’s because the Greek 

word, philadelphia, means “love of family/kin/brothers” (from philos, “love”, and adelphos, 

“brother”). This is the same Philadelphia that is one of the 7 churches of Asia in the book 

of Revelation. 

 

Brotherly kindness/love was an important attribute to have in the ancient Greco-Roman 

world. To show affection and generosity to your kin was expected. Family ties were 

strong. With the ancients, this affection was restricted to family. The “brotherly” part of the 

word meant physical family, blood relations. Philadelphia didn’t extend beyond kin; one 

was in competition with non-kin. 

 

It’s not much different today. With our physical family, there is a natural bond that 

transcends personality differences, various quirks or mannerisms, and individual 

preferences. That bond allows us to overlook or tolerate imperfections in family members 

and love them fiercely in spite of their foibles. But when it comes to people outside of our 

physical family, having that same attitude becomes harder. We’re not naturally inclined 

to expend as much effort as we do with our physical families in expressing kindness or 

going out of our way to offer help. That’s not to say we’re not cordial with people outside 

of our family circle, but outsiders don’t get the same level of treatment. 

 

However, with the coming of Jesus’ and the apostles’ teaching, brotherly kindness was 

extended to those who were brethren, not by physical blood, but through the blood of 

Jesus Christ. It was this principle that drove William Penn to use the name Philadelphia 

for the city he established in 1682 as capital of the Pennsylvania colony. Being a Quaker, 

Penn had been subjected to much religious persecution and wanted Pennsylvania (and 

Philadelphia particularly) to be a place of religious freedom – a place where brotherly love 



could be practiced. William Penn was trying to live out that ideal by founding a city where 

philadelphia was practiced. 

 

Brotherly kindness is among the various characteristics we are to grow in that will ensure 

our abundant entrance into the kingdom (2 Pet. 1:5-7). It’s one of the key doctrines that 

is stressed repeatedly in the pages of the New Testament. It’s so important to have 

brotherly kindness (love) that John said, “Whoever does not practice righteousness is not 

of God, nor is he who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:10). In other words, it’s not 

enough to just practice righteousness as we typically think of it (refraining from sexual 

immorality, foul language, evil behavior, etc.). If we don’t practice brotherly kindness, we 

don’t belong to God! That’s how serious this is! 

 

So what does brotherly kindness look like? Well, one example was on display in the last 

couple of weeks with many of this church as well as churches throughout the country. 

The call went out of brethren who had lost practically everything in the flood in Louisiana. 

The North Gardendale church sent $10,000. Other churches and individuals also sent 

funds without hesitation. In just a matter of a week or two, brethren had sent over 

$500,000 to the Christians in Gonzales, LA. 

 

As wonderful as that is, sending money to someone may actually be an easier way of 

expressing brotherly kindness. That doesn’t take your time, and it doesn’t take much 

effort. But what if a brother or sister does in fact need your time? Time to go help them in 

some way, whether it be doing some yardwork or housework or help with some project? 

What if someone is sick? Do you call? Send a card? Prepare a meal? Go visit them? How 

often do you show hospitality? When’s the last time you showed your brethren you loved 

them and cared for them by having them into your home? 

 

With the above scenarios, showing brotherly kindness starts to become inconvenient. The 

battle of selfishness vs. brotherly kindness becomes more fervent at that point. But let’s 

make it more difficult. What if your brother or sister has wronged you? How will you handle 

that? Brotherly kindness isn’t so easy anymore. But it needs to be the ruling principle by 

which you decide your actions and thoughts. 

 

True brotherly kindness always defers to others. It gives honor to others. It seeks the well-

being of others. Paul said it this way: “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 

one another in showing honor” (Rom. 12:10). 

 

Are you growing in this crucial trait? What will you do this week to show brotherly 

kindness? 

- Marshall Reid 

 



Does a Pitch Pipe Add Instrumental Music to the 
Worship? 

 
Are the pitch pipe and tuning fork the same as using an instrument? It has often been 

argued that using a pitch pipe or tuning fork is the same as using an instrument of music 

in worship. First, music is a science which treats of combined sounds and is a succession 

of related tones “to form structurally complete and emotionally expressive compositions.” 

One tone is not music. Second, one cannot play a song on a tuning fork. To do so on a 

pitch pipe he would have to really be fast and an excellent puckerer. In short, it can’t be 

done. Third, neither the pitch pipe nor tuning fork is ever used to accompany a singer. 

Fourth, no music major ever majored in tuning fork or pitch pipe. Such a course is never 

offered. Fifth, pitch is not another kind of music but is necessary to all music, vocal or 

instrumental. Sixth, after getting the pitch, one is still only singing. This is not the way 

pianos and guitars are used, thus they are not parallel. Seventh, if a tuning fork or pitch 

pipe can be used to get the pitch, can they be used to sustain the pitch? No, not any more 

than the sons of Kohath could use a wagon to travel to where the ark was, but couldn’t 

use a wagon to “sustain” the ark (Num.7:6-9; 1 Chron.15:2-15). 

 

This comes as a sour note to brethren who want instrumental accompaniment at all cost. 

- Dick Blackford, in “A Preacher’s Notebook, via Truth Magazine 

November 20, 2003, p. 23. 

 

The Apocrypha 

 

The Apocrypha is the name given to 14 books which were written between the close of 

the Old Testament canon, and the writing of the New Testament. The books have been 

called by some “the lost books of the Bible”, and some claim that they should be included 

in our Bibles. 

 

The Catholic Church declared that 11 of the 14 apocryphal books should be considered 

part of the canon, this being done by the Council of Trent in 1546. However, the arbitrary 

determination of an apostate body does not in any way have any bearing on the actual 

legitimacy of the books. 

 

The church does not determine what books are canonical. God does. The church simply 

accepts what God has determined to be inspired scripture. A study of history reveals that 

the 14 apocryphal books were never included in the canon of the Hebrew scriptures, and 

there is no evidence that they were ever recognized as scripture by Jesus, the writers of 



the New Testament, or any of the Jews who lived in Jesus’ time. Additionally, the external 

and internal evidence, when observed without bias, establishes that these works are 

inferior to the inspired text of the Bible, and deserve no place in the scripture canon. 

 

Many scholars are impressed with 1 Maccabees as an accurate historical account of the 

patriotic uprisings of the Jews against Antiochus Epiphanes and his successors from 167 

B.C. to 134 B.C. Also mentioned as a book with value is Ecclesiasticus, written by Jesus 

the son of Sirach of Jerusalem in about 175 B.C. The book is well written, typical of the 

“wisdom literature” of the Old Testament canon, and was a popular book even among 

Christians in early times. This, of course, in no way indicates it as being inspired. The 

other books have little merit. 

 

Another set of writings, called the Pseudepigrapha, or “false writings” are writings in which 

the author falsely claims to be someone he is not, and were all written between 200 B.C. 

and A.D. 200. Again, these writings have never been associated with the canon, and such 

claims should not be taken seriously. 

 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

 

In the canon of the Bible, the 66 books which comprise the Old and New Testaments, we 

have everything we need to be acceptable to God. With the words from Genesis to 

Revelation we have been “equipped for every good work.” There is no need for the 

Christian to look to spurious books, penned by men, as God has supplied us with every 

necessary word in His scriptures. The canon has been clearly established, and we can 

be confident in its completeness and accuracy. 

- Stan Cox 

 

 

> “Apologizing does not always mean that you are wrong and the other person is right. 

It just means that you value your relationship more than your ego!” 

 

> “It seems that every family tree has some sap in it!” 

 

> “Floating anchors will not keep your boat from drifting. Floating church members 

will not keep the church afloat. They will probably sink it!” 

 



> “It takes courage to stand up and be counted, but to keep on standing after being 

counted is the real test!” 

 

> “Opportunity: A thing which keeps some people from succeeding because it’s 

disguised as hard work!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Necessity of Remembrance!” (Text: 

Deut. 4:9-10); Sunday evening: “How God Works In The World!” (Exod. 7:1-10). 


