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Unity Within the Local Congregation 

 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians and said, “I appeal to you brothers, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 

be united in the same mind and the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). 

 

A careful reading of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians demonstrates that the congregation 

was full of problems. One of the problems was divisions — separation from one another 

by being followers of men and teaching and believing doctrinal heresy (1 Cor. 3, 15). Paul 

did not write to them in order to say everyone has the right to believe and practice 

whatever he desires, but he wrote to rebuke them and to encourage them to correct their 

problems. He made a plea for unity! What things can be done to attain, maintain, and 

promote unity within the local congregation? 

 

First of all, as Paul himself implied, people should be taught to respect the “name” or 

authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. If people do not accept the authority of the Lord, how 

on earth will they seek to be united on his will? They will not! “Whatever you do, in word 

or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him” (Col. 3:17). People who respect the authority of Christ will seek to achieve 

whatever the Lord has prescribed as a goal, and unity is such a goal. When people are 

in a state of anarchy, each person is a law to himself and there will be no unity, only chaos 

(Judg. 17:6; 21:25). 

 

Second, love must reign and be the bond that ties each person together. Paul said in 

Colossians 3:14, 15, “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 

called in one body.” If the members of a local congregation do not love one another, there 

will be no unity, only jealousy, strife, anger, resentment, gossip, slander, and everything 

else that pleases the devil. But, where genuine concern for the goodwill and spiritual well-

being of people resides, there will be unity! 

 



Third, there has to be the desire to have unity! Paul told the Ephesians to be “eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). Unity doesn’t just happen, 

one must work for it. We must strive to keep unity. When a congregation recognizes just 

how pleasant unity is and how disheartening division is, each member will make every 

effort to seek and maintain unity! “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is when brothers 

dwell together in unity” (Psa. 133:1). God, through Paul, says that saints are to “watch out 

for people who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you 

have been taught; avoid them” (Rom. 16:17). God’s people are to strive for unity and they 

are to oppose those who create division! 

 

Fourth, there must be strict adherence to Christ regardless of the consequences. Paul 

sharply rebuked the Corinthians because they were followers of men and not of Christ. 

The work of men should be appreciated, admired, and encouraged, but Christ is the all in 

all. Men (preachers, elders, college professors, magazine editors, etc.) are often wrong, 

therefore, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose 

heart turns away from the Lord” (Jer. 17:5). God gives the increase within the local 

congregation (1 Cor. 3:5-9). Strive for unity in the congregation. 

- Ron Daly, via The Word of Truth, 09/21/03 

 

"Teachers After Their Own Lusts" 
 

 "For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching 

ears heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from 

the truth, and turn aside unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:3, 4). 

 

 It has always been true that there have been those who will refuse to listen to the truth 

of God's word. It is an attitude of rebellion on their part. They do not respect the authority 

of God's word and they are unwilling to be taught. Such was the condition in Isaiah's day. 

Jehovah described His people in these words: "For it is a rebellious people, lying children, 

children that will not hear the law of Jehovah; that say to the seers, See not; and to the 

prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy 

deceits . . ." (Isa. 30: 9, 10). 

 

 When people are determined to have their own way, follow their own sentiments and 

emotions, and refuse to be taught God's will, they will rally around a preacher who will 

preach what they want to hear. 

- Hoyt Houchen 

 



Misused Prophecy 

 

Most false teachers misuse and abuse Bible prophecy. They often leave the impression 

that they have some sort of gift from God which enables them to look more deeply into 

Bible prophecy and give a proper interpretation. Hence, many false religions are based 

upon a misunderstanding and misuse of prophecy. Some, who may not hold that the 

individual preacher has power to interpret prophecy, will affirm that church councils or a 

church hierarchy has that special power. 

 

Peter's Statement Abused 

 

The apostle Peter said, "Knowing this first that no prophecy of scripture is of private 

interpretation (2 Peter 1:20, 21). This statement has been, by some, made to mean that 

no individual has the right to read and interpret scripture, but the right rests with the 

"Church," which is to these people the Roman Hierarchy. So in their notes on the passage 

they say this means "no prophecy is the object of private interpretation." But in this 

statement by Peter discussion is not being made of the interpretation of, but rather the 

giving of scripture. This is made crystal clear if one reads all the passage. He goes on to 

say, "For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being 

moved by the Holy Spirit." Peter's point is that the men who recorded scripture did not 

write their interpretation of scripture, but they, rather, spoke and wrote being moved by 

the Holy Spirit. To take this passage and apply it to present day interpretation of scripture 

rather than to the initial revealing of prophecy is to abuse the passage. 

 

False Interpretation 

 

Many things have been affirmed as being taught in the Bible that are not within its pages. 

Galileo was compelled by the Inquisition to renounce his opinions. From 1616 until 1829 

his books were forbidden. The position of Pope Paul V was that the earth, and not the 

sun, moves, is "contrary to the sacred and divine Scriptures." 

 

Before the moon landing, some proclaimed that man cannot go to the moon because the 

Bible so teaches. Man went to the moon, yet, there is no reflection on the Bible because 

the position held is not in the Bible. 

 

Another example of man's false interpretation of prophecy happened during World War 

II. As most over forty can well remember, during this time there was rationing of 

automobile tires. A Texas preacher held that the tire rationing was a fulfillment of 

prophecy. He quoted Isaiah 3:18, in the King James Translation, where he read: "In that 

day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and 



their cauls, and their round tires like the moon. . . . This preacher, no doubt, made quite 

an impression on many. But he misused prophecy. Isaiah was talking about what was to 

happen to the people of Israel, and the "round tires" were the "crescents" worn by the 

women around the head or neck. Ezekiel said, "and your tires shall be upon your heads. 

. . ." (24:23). 

 

It was reported that a few years back one editor of a religious journal published an article 

in which it was affirmed that prophecy showed that the world would end during that year. 

In the same issue, however, there was run by the editor a special five year subscription 

rate! This may reveal at least two things about that editor. He, as usually is the case, 

desperately needed subscribers, and he had very little faith in his writer's prophecy 

interpretation ability. 

 

The solution to this problem of false interpretation of prophecy is for all to allow inspired 

New Testament writers to interpret inspired prophecy. When they say "this is that which 

was spoken" we can rest assured that such is the truth. 

- O.C. Birdwell, Truth Magazine, 4/1/1976 

 

Snippets 

 

“There is great cause for every one of us diligently to try and examine our knowledge and 

faith in Christ, whether it be true, sound, and sincere; or whether it be an hypocritical and 

counterfeit faith, seeing one may be ‘not far from the kingdom,’ and yet not in it. The 

rather, because so many deceive themselves with a vain persuasion and opinion of faith, 

thinking they have true faith in Christ, when it is not so. We are to try our faith by those 

marks of it, which are taught in the Word of God.” 

- G. Petter, in Biblical Illustrator 

 

The more naturally amiable a man is, the more beloved, the more honored, the more 

respected for his social and moral worth, for the largeness of his charities, for the 

constancy of his friendships, for the kindness of his heart, and for the blameless purity of 

his life, the greater danger there is lest that man should be ensnared by mere human 

approval, and close his eyes to the danger he is in of falling short of the kingdom of God. 

- D. Moore, in Biblical Illustrator 

 

> “By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he has a son who is 

sure he is wrong!” 

 



> “We should keep our words soft and sweet, for we may later on have to eat them!” 

 

> “The devil is never too busy to rock the cradle of a sleeping back slider!” 

 

> “When the shepherd speaks well of the wolf, the sheep are in trouble!” 

 

> “We must lay self aside or God will lay us aside!” 

 

THIS WEEK'S LESSONS: Sunday morning: “The Borderland of the Kingdom!” (Text: 

Mark 12:28-34); Sunday evening: “The Fellowship of the Saints!” (Acts 2:41-42). 


