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Jehovah: Our Rock 

Man, for whom the earth was created, finds images in his surroundings and portraits in 

his own creations that fittingly describe and illustrate the God he knows and seeks to 

glorify in worship. Shields, towers, shepherds, and fortresses are just a few of the 

descriptive terms the psalmists have incorporated into the lyrics of their songs of praise 

to Jehovah. 

Another one the prophets shared with the psalmists is found in the word: “rock.”  In these 

writings God is described as “my rock and my salvation,” “the rock of my strength,” and 

“my rock and my fortress.”  Song writers of modern times have made ample use of this 

image in their hymns in which they write of the “rock of ages,” “the rock that is higher than 

I,” and “there stands a rock.” The meanings of stability and security are immediately 

obvious in the word “rock.” 

Stability. The “rock” to ancient lyricists was plainly a symbol of stability. Large rocks were 

not noticeably eroded by the stormy winds and hail and rain of the natural world. Nor were 

they easily moved by human power and force. Rocks were always there — firm, solid, 

immovable. When Jesus taught the disciples the Importance of steadfastness and 

immovability in life as His followers He said: “He that hears these words of Mine and does 

them is like unto a wise man who built his house on a rock.” He then noted that the storms 

of life will not erode their faithfulness and stability to God when their lives are built on the 

will and wisdom of Jesus Himself—God’s Son (see Matthew 7:24-25; note also 1 

Corinthians 15:58). The same image was used by our Lord Himself when with reference 

to the stability and unchangeable nature of His deity He said to the disciples: “upon this 

rock I will build My church and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 

16:18). 

Security. The rocks and clefts of the rocks in mountainous regions were sought after and 

fought for as secure fortresses to protect and shield nations from enemy nations. Bible 

students well remember the pride of the Edomites who dwelt in the cleft of the rocks. They 

boasted of their invincibility and security against surrounding nations, but in their 

arrogance they forgot about the God who created them and ruled them and all nations. 

To them God said: “The pride of thy heart hath deceived thee, O thou that dwellest in the 

clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me 

down to the ground.” Jehovah’s answer to them was: “I will bring you down from thence.” 

(Obadiah 3-4). 



Edom failed to recognize or accept what the psalmists and prophets acknowledge: God 

is “my rock and my salvation,” “the rock of my strength,” “my rock and my fortress.” 

Disciples of Jesus must grasp that as Christians they must entrust their souls to Jehovah 

who is their rock of stability and security—that He is their strength and protection when 

they face trials and tests of faith. They have an adversary, the devil, who seeks to devour 

and destroy them spiritually and they need protection from his lies, subtleties, wiles, and 

challenges. 

Christians need God, in whom they must trust. He is the “rock of ages” that “stands” 

“higher” than they; the rock that shall not be moved; the rock that is cleft in whom they 

can hide from the evil one and find rest. Only in Him can they find stability and security 

for their souls when, as He has commanded them, they hear His Son and build their lives 

on His authority and word (see Matt 17:5; Matt 28:18). 

- L. A. Stauffer 

 

CONTEMPLATING: THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
(Part 8) 

In the previous article, it was pointed out that we must give diligence to do ALL that God 

has commanded in order to receive forgiveness. We MUST OBEY the SUM TOTAL of 

what is revealed in the New Testament in order to please Him. We began a study of the 

command to be baptized by first showing its necessity and importance, and secondly, 

using the scriptures to define the term "baptism." Recall the fact that at the time the Lord 

commanded baptism, the word conveyed the concept of immersion. Further, the fact was 

illustrated by examining the account of the Ethiopian eunuch's conversion to see what 

was done upon his hearing of the command to be baptized. Thus, the word of God 

describes baptism as immersion. Not at any time does the term ever refer to sprinkling or 

pouring. 

WHAT IS BAPTISM? (continued) (c) New Testament baptism is further described in the 

following passages: In Colossians 2:12, "having been buried with Him in baptism, in which 

you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him 

from the dead." In Romans 6:4, "Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism 

into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life." Notice that in both of these passages, baptism is 

described as a "burial." In every act of burying there MUST be a PLACING IN and a 

COVERING UP! When something is buried it is completely submerged. Only 

IMMERSION in the case of baptism can fit the description of a burial. One is not buried 

in baptism when water is sprinkled or poured upon him. Secondly, notice that only after 

being immersed can a person be "raised." No person was ever "raised" from a few drops 

of water. 



That these passages refer to immersion is so manifestly plain that it seems almost an 

insult to common sense in attempting to show it. Many of today's religious bodies believe 

and teach the acceptability of substituting sprinkling or pouring for New Testament 

baptism (immersion). Who could be so sinfully presumptuous and remain a recipient of 

the favor and approval of God? The Lord and His apostles commanded immersion, and 

the first century Christians submitted to the commands and were immersed. Reading the 

New Testament today in order to learn the truth and obey the Lord, notice that the 

command to be immersed remains just as binding for men today as it was for those in the 

first century. If not, would someone please give me the passage where the Lord 

authorized something other than immersion? If not, would someone please show me 

where the Lord authorized a man or men to make future changes of the command that 

would be in keeping with the times in which they live? A thorough search will find no such 

authorization anywhere in the Bible. Will today's religious bodies still cling to the changes 

in the divine law that councils of men and so-called "religious leaders" have provided for 

them? Will they continue to justify their alterations in divine instructions when the weight 

of God’s word opposes them? Jesus said, "Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not 

do what I say?" (Luke 6:46). He said, "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments." 

(John 14:15). Therefore, if we would submit to His authority, we will obey his command 

to be immersed! 

VARIOUS BAPTISMS. The New Testament speaks of various immersions: (a) the 

baptism taught by John (Matt. 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1, 3; Acts 19:3); (b) the baptism of 

fire (Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16); (c) the suffering of Christ is referred to as a baptism (Mark 

10:38-39; Luke 12:50); (d) the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Mk. 1:8; Lk. 3:16; 

John 1:33; Acts 1:5; Acts 11:16); (e) the baptism in water as commanded by Christ in the 

great commission (Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16), and practiced by the apostles as they 

executed the will of Christ. The word of God tells us how many of these are in force today. 

In Ephesians 4:5, Paul declared that there is "one baptism." Which ONE of the several 

mentioned in the New Testament is the ONE that we must submit to in order to obey 

God? Paul taught in Acts 19 that the time of John's baptism had ceased, therefore, John's 

baptism is not the "one baptism" of Eph. 4:5. The baptism of fire has reference to the 

eternal destruction of the wicked in hell (Rev. 21:8), therefore, it is not the one we must 

submit to while on earth. The baptism of suffering was the overwhelming of Christ in 

miseries prior to and during his crucifixion, therefore, it is not the baptism that is 

commanded of us. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was administered by Christ directly from 

heaven without the use of a human administrator. It was never distributed by the apostles, 

neither was it a command given by them; it was a promise. (There is a difference between 

a command and a promise!) Furthermore, the baptism of the Holy Spirit was not "into 

Christ" or "for the forgiveness of your sins", therefore, Holy Spirit baptism is not the ONE 

that brings forgiveness of sins. The remaining baptism is the baptism in water (Acts 8:36-

39; 10:47) which is "for forgiveness of your sins" (Acts 2:38). Since the apostles 



administered only one baptism, and since Paul revealed that there is "one baptism," and 

since Peter commanded water baptism in Acts 10:47-48, and since the Ethiopian eunuch 

submitted to water baptism in Acts 8:36-39, and since both the Lord and Peter taught that 

it is in order to receive remission, forgiveness or salvation (Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16; 

Acts 2:38), THEREFORE, if we want to receive forgiveness of sins today, we must be 

immersed in water in order to receive such. Immersion in water for forgiveness of sins is 

the "one baptism" of Eph. 4:5, and the one baptism that was required of sinners by God's 

chosen apostles as they taught the will of Christ. 

WHAT BAPTISM DOES. What is the purpose of baptism? What does it do? Would Christ 

require baptism of us without some important end to be accomplished by it? Peter 

declared in Acts 2:38 that it brings "forgiveness of your sins." Jesus said in Mark 16:16 

that it brings "salvation." Ananias commanded Saul to be immersed in order to "wash 

away" sins (Acts 22:16). Paul stated in Romans 6:4 that baptism brings "newness of life." 

Peter declared in 1 Pet. 3:21 that baptism "now saves you." We learn from Gal. 3:27 that 

we are "baptized into Christ", and there is where redemption, forgiveness, and every 

spiritual blessing is (Eph. 1:3, 7). Therefore, we can see God's truth that one must be 

baptized BEFORE he can receive forgiveness of sins. 

- Gary Smalley 

 

* “Learn from others' mistakes; you can't live long enough to make them all yourself!” 

* “Many people who ‘know the lingo’ don't know the Lord!” 

* “Opportunity may knock once, but temptation bangs on your front door forever!” 

* “The heart has no secret which our conduct does not reveal!” 

* “God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage!” 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
HEAR THE GOSPEL 

(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


