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“Well Done!” 

 

In Matthew 25:14-30 Christ tells the story of the kingdom of heaven in terms of a man 

traveling into a far country and leaving the works and responsibilities of the farm to 

servants.  It is a story of opportunities and challenges.  It is a story of slothfulness.  It is a 

story of a master reckoning with his servants. 

 

Jesus has left the work of His kingdom in the hands of men.  Christians are continually 

on trial.  His kingdom is to be operated efficiently and profitably.  Will we meet the test?  

Will He say, “Well done, good and faithful servant”?  It will be quite revealing when Jesus 

returns and we meet Him in the air to give account of the things done in His kingdom.  

What will we say to Him?  More importantly, what will He say to us? 

 

I am reminded of the account of the man who received the standing applause of the 

audience after his concert, but he wept because one man did not applaud.  That man was 

his music instructor.  Though we have the applause of all men, the only one that will count 

is our Master and Teacher. 

 

For Him to say “Well done” indicates that we have been busily (and productively - TN) at 

work.  Those to whom He will say “Well done” are those who had certain abilities and 

were given certain opportunities, and they accomplished them.  Paul wrote in Galatians 

6:10, “As we have opportunity, let us do good unto all men.”  A man’s duty is measured 

by the ability he has and the opportunities that are presented. 

 

Mary was criticized when she anointed the body of Jesus with precious ointment, but 

Jesus commended her by saying, “She hath done what she could” (Mark 14:8).  This is 

all that Christ requires of us... what we can do. 

 

If we do what we can, if we put our hands to the plow and keep them there until the job is 

done, our blessed Lord will say to us in that day, “Well done.”  A “good and faithful servant” 

is the one who faithfully discharges his duties as a steward of his master. 

 

----------- 



Preacher’s point – The fact that the master says “well done” indicates two things.  First, it 

indicates something must be done.  It is not enough simply to avoid the bad; we must 

also do the good.  Also, it indicates something must be done well.  We cannot approach 

our service to God in a half-hearted manner.  If we love Him with all our heart (Matt. 

22:37), then we will serve Him with all our heart.  Will you be told “well done”? 

- Charles Tidwell 

 

Lights in a World Black with Sin 
 
From what I read in the Bible, things have not changed all that much.  Sin has always 

been the number one enemy of the soul.  In every generation men have loved darkness 

rather than light.  It was so in the days of Noah (Gen. 6).  It was true in the days of the 

judges.  Shortly after coming into the Promised Land we find this sad state of affairs: 

“...and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the 

works which he had done for Israel” (Judges 2:10).  In this state of mind the Bible says, 

“In those days ... every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6). 

 

The same was true in the first century.  “They exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 

worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.... For 

this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the 

natural use for what is against nature.  Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 

the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 

shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.  And even 

as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 

mind, to do those things which are not fitting” (Rom. 1:25-28).  Things were no better in 

Corinth.  “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 

not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 

sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 

inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you 

were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 

our God” (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

 

And we need not think that things are going to get any better.  The apostle Paul warns us 

that “evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” 

(2 Tim. 3:13).  We must accept the fact that the world around us is an evil world! 

 

So what is our place in these evil surroundings?  We are not to love it or the things in it 

(1 John 2:15-17).  We are not to become like it, but to separate ourselves from the evils 

of it (2 Cor. 6:14-17).  As Christians we are to recognize that “the night is far spent, the 



day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor 

of light” (Rom. 13:12).  We are to “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but rather expose them” (Eph. 5:11). 

 

Jesus says, “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  

Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light 

to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:14-16).  It seems our place in this 

evil world is to shine as brightly as we can by becoming more like Jesus each day.  As 

God’s own possession we are to “show forth the praises of him who hath called you out 

of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).  This we do, “that you may become 

blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word 

of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in 

vain” (Phil. 2:15-16). 

 

Yes, as in generations past, our generation is an evil one, too.  But it seems that the 

Father’s choice to offset the terrible influence of wickedness in the world is for Christians 

to “put on the armor of light” and show others the better and lasting way.  We are not to 

second-guess God.  He knew just how evil the world would be in our generation as He 

did in times past.  He has always wanted His children to be a shining example of Himself 

and of His Son to try and offset the evil influences of men.  Does your life and mine lend 

any help in this direction? 

 

Remember, the darker the world about us, the brighter our lights will shine.  The purer 

our lives, the brighter our lights will shine.  Sin makes the world a place of darkness.  Let 

us, by our godly lives, make it a generation of light. 

- Hollis Creel (1928-2014) 

 

Will the Righteous “Scarcely Be Saved?” 

 

In 1 Peter 4:18 (KJV, NKJV, ESV - TN) we read, “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, 

where will the ungodly and sinner appear?” What does this passage mean? Does it mean 

that even the righteous will barely make it into heaven – by the skin of their teeth? If so, 

how can Peter say in 2 Peter 1:11 that “entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into 

the everlasting kingdom...”? Will the entrance into heaven be supplied just barely or 

abundantly? 

 



The word translated “scarcely” in 1 Peter 4:18, molls, is also translated “with difficulty.” In 

Acts 27:7-8, 16 it is used in this sense: they sailed “with difficulty” because the winds were 

against them. I believe it should be translated similarly in 1 Peter 4:18, making the 

passage read, “if the righteous one is saved with difficulty, where will the ungodly and 

sinner appear?” (It is similarly translated in the NASB, NIV, HCSB - TN). Thus the point 

is not that the righteous will be saved “by the skin of his teeth” but rather that the righteous 

will be saved because he is willing to put out the effort to obey God and be saved. The 

Bible never denies that being a Christian will be difficult, in fact we are warned of that 

repeatedly. The reward offered far outweighs the efforts we make. If my intention is to 

please God in all that I do and I do my best to learn and then put into practice His will, 

ample entrance should be supplied to heaven for me. 

 

What should we take away from this passage of Scripture? That being a child of God is 

not an easy life. The devil is ever present, seeking whom he may devour. And while he 

doesn’t forget those in the world, he doesn’t spend as much on them because he already 

has them. No, his stronger efforts are against those who have left his kingdom – that’s 

you. He will use anyone or anything he can to get you to pull away from God. He may use 

your family, your friends, your coworkers, your boss to pressure/lure you back to his 

service. He is so canny he can use tragedy (sickness, death of a loved one, financial 

problems, physical weakness) or success (good health, good job, riches) toward the 

same end. No matter what situation you are in, he will find a way to tempt you. Nor does 

he give up or diminish the pressure as you mature – “be faithful unto death.” 

 

You may ask, “How can I resist the devil?” By yourself you can’t, but with the Lord’s help 

you can. How did Jesus resist the temptations of the devil? “It is written.” The better we 

know the Word of God, the better we can resist the devil. The Lord has limited the power 

of the devil, so with His help we can overcome him. James tells us, “Resist the devil and 

he will flee from you” (James 4:7). The more we resist him, the quicker he will flee from 

us. In verse 8 we are told, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” If we want to 

be one of those who enjoy eternity with God, at home in rest, we must choose to draw 

near to Him. The closer we draw to God the farther we will be from the devil. 

 

Will Christians just barely make it to heaven? NO!! Will it require effort on their part to 

make it to heaven? Yes, great effort. But along with this great effort comes great reward, 

not only in heaven, but on earth too. They also have the Creator of the world as their 

helper, His wisdom is revealed for their benefit, and His great love for them to cheer them 

on. 

- Tol Burk 

 

* “I'm just a nobody telling anybody about somebody who can save everybody!” 



* “The yoke of the Lord Jesus will never fit a stiff neck!”  

 

* “Be humble or you'll stumble!” 

 

* “For Christians, there is no such thing as bad news — only new challenges to our faith!” 

 

* “Seek Christ and you will find Him, and with Him you will find everything else you've 

been looking for!” 

 

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: We have a guest speaker today, Kent Baumgardner. The sermon 

for Sunday morning is: “Why Be A Christian?” (Text: Acts 4:12). 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


