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The Corruption of Modern-day Idolatry 

 

A closer look at Romans 1:20 - "For the invisible things of him since the creation of the 

world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his 

everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without excuse." 

 

The wrath of God is due the ungodly because they hinder truth through false teaching 

and ungodly practices. Furthermore, they make it manifest that they have clearly ignored 

the obvious signs of God's "invisible things" (i.e., "His power and divinity"). Though 

invisible, God’s power and divinity are made manifest by "the things that are made." The 

Gentile who rejected God's laws for his own religious practices is without excuse because 

the material universe proves that God is (see Psalms 19:1ff; 33:6-9; Jeremiah 5:22 and 

32:17-18). God is incomparably great (see Isaiah 40:12-25). 

 

God has manifested (made known to man) His attributes by His creation. When one hears 

and accepts God's truths because he believes the words of the prophets and apostles, is 

awe inspired by the resurrection of Jesus, and convicted by visual observance of the 

creation he is said to fear God. Solomon said, "The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of 

knowledge; but the foolish despise wisdom and instruction" (Proverbs 1:7). Those who 

reject God after all the evidences of His being and the validity of His truth are truly foolish 

(see Psalms 14:1). To reject all the evidences of God is to be "without excuse." Whether 

one grew up in a single parent home with an atheist parent or in a home with two parents 

who raised them in a denominational church matters absolutely nothing so far as one's 

accountability goes. 

 

A closer look at Romans 1:23 - "and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the 

likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed beasts, and 

creeping things." 

 

The "glory of the incorruptible God" is His divinity and everlasting power to create things 

out of nothing (Romans 1:20). The Psalmist explains that when the ungrateful Israelites 



made a calf in Horeb and worshipped the molten image, they "changed their glory for the 

likeness of an ox that eats grass. They forgot God their Savior, who had done great things 

in Egypt, wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red Sea" (see 

Psalms 106:19-22). Jeremiah said of the idolaters of his day, "My people have changed 

their glory for that which does not profit" (Jeremiah 2:11b). The Apostle Paul, speaking of 

man being created by God, said "Being then the offspring of God we ought not to think 

that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and device of man" 

(Acts 17:29). 

 

When man worships by any other means than directives from God's authorized and divine 

words he has "changed" the glory of God for another. The word "change" (Greek, 

hellazan) means "to change, altar, or transform" (Moulton 16). Liddell and Scott define 

the Greek word as "another, one besides, or any one else" (LS 38). When people look to 

the creation of this world and conclude that God is pleased when they replace His divine 

revelation for their own human opinions, they are identified as idolaters. They have 

treated God as though there were "another" besides Him. The "glory" of man was being 

created in the image of God and being directed by His divine will. To exchange this glory 

for another is a great perversion. Anyone who does religious acts based upon their 

opinions, personal beliefs, or convictions aside from the authorized words of God are due 

His divine wrath. 

 - John Robertson (slightly edited – GFS) 

 

HOW TO KEEP SECRETS 
 

There are two ways to keep secrets: one is to keep them to yourselves and the other is 

to keep them going. The only successful way to keep a secret is to keep it to yourself. If 

you tell it to anyone, you have not kept it to yourself. When anything gets away from us, 

we can never know when nor where it will stop …. I sometimes think it strange that a 

brother would try to bind me to keep a thing secret who is not willing or able to keep it 

himself. When one binds me not to tell a thing which he is telling himself, it rather suggests 

the idea that he wants to do all the telling of it. 

- F.B. Srygley, via The Instructor, May, 1970 

 

More Americans Have No Religion 

 

The Program on Public Values at Trinity College conducted a large study on American 

religious life found that the percentage of "Christians" in the nation has declined and 15% 



of respondents said they had no religion, an increase from 14.2 percent in 2001 and 8.2 

percent in 1990. 

 

Northern New England is the least religious region, with Vermont reporting the highest 

share of those claiming no religion, at 34%. Also, the study found that the numbers of 

Americans with no religion rose in every state. 

 

Across the nation, Catholics remain the largest religious group, with 57 million adherents. 

The group gained 11 million followers since 1990, but its share of the population fell by 

about a percentage point to 25%. Christians who are not Catholic also are a declining 

segment of the country. In 2008, 76% of adults considered themselves "Christians" (used 

in a broad sense), compared to about 77% in 2001 and about 86% in 1990. Over the last 

seven years, mainline Protestants dropped from just over 17% to 12.9% of the population. 

About 12% of Americans believe in a higher power but not the one true God. Furthermore, 

since 1990, a slightly greater share of respondents (1.2%) said they were part of "New 

Age" religious movements, including Scientology, Wicca, and Santeria. 

 

There is also a growing influence of churches that either do not belong to a denomination 

or play down their membership in a religious group. Respondents who called themselves 

"non-denominational Christian" grew from 0.1% in 1990 to 3.5% last year. Congregations 

that most often use the term are mega-churches considered "seeker sensitive," using 

"Christian rock" music and a "contemporary" worship to attract people who do not usually 

attend worship services. 

 

While this may seem disheartening, we need to look at this as an opportunity. As our 

country continues through its financial hardships, there will be more people looking for 

God, perhaps for the first time. You may be at a convenient time and place in their life to 

bring them to Jesus. "Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already 

to harvest" (John 4:35). 

- Kyle Campbell 

 

Worth Repeating … 

 

Were you rebuffed when you tried to fix that 

broken relationship? 

 

Do you know the pain of a broken relationship? You probably do if you have lived and 

loved long enough. Do you know the sweet joy of a mended relationship? If you have 



known a broken one, I hope you have also known a mended one! But unfortunately, loving 

a person and trying to reconcile with that person does not always prove successful. 

Heartbreakingly, sometimes other people just do not welcome restoration. When another 

person refuses your attempts to reconcile a broken relationship it can result in a swarm 

of other agonies: emotional pain, frustration and self-doubt as you continue to search for 

a way to bring restoration and the joy that accompanies it. 

 

Our Lord has blessed us with a procedure that reflects heavenly wisdom and provides 

opportunity to mend any broken relationship (Matthew 18:15-17). But a wise and practical 

procedure, even when followed to the letter has no guarantee that a broken relationship 

will be restored. Sometimes, all that remains is to grieve over the loss of that relationship, 

and it may seem that the distress lasts a lifetime. And if this is the case with you, may I 

remind you of our Lord's perfect example of love? He unselfishly sacrificed Himself to 

provide the only way for mankind to be reconciled with their Creator (Romans 5:10; 2 

Corinthians 5:18-20; Colossians 1:21-22). But remember, most of mankind rejected the 

reconciliation. 

 

In one of the most disappointing verses in the Bible, the Apostle John tells us that Jesus 

"came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him." (John 1:11). When 

thinking of the deep anguish and broken-hearted sorrow that Jesus must have felt, my 

heartache over a broken relationship may begin to appear as something I can endure. 

How tormented the Saviour must have been when He lamented, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 

your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 

unwilling." (Matthew 23:37). 

 

If there had been a "next step" in the process that guaranteed reconciliation our Lord 

surely would have taken it. But there was not. Likewise, there is not a "next step" in the 

process for us either. However, when our best efforts are rebuffed we would do well to 

remember the encouragement offered by the Apostle Paul: "For to you it has been 

granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake," 

(Philippians 1:29). While a broken relationship continues to be deeply distressing, we can 

still pray for that person and continue to love that person. Let your goodwill be 

undefeatable! (cf. John 15:12). 

 

We may desire to have the power within us that would make reconciliation irresistible to 

others, but there is no possible way we can force others to love us and be reconciled, no 

matter what we do. And we cannot assume responsibility for other people, only ourselves. 

If we are willing to take responsibility for any wrong done to them, confess any sins to 

them (James 5:16), ask for forgiveness and pray with them for reconciliation we are 



poised for the mending. But if they do not respond in kind, the broken relationship will 

remain broken. Sometimes the responsibility lies with the other person, and that is just 

out of my control. It is also out of my responsibility. I must guard against a false guilt that 

comes from thinking that it all depends on me and there must be something wrong with 

me because I can't fix it. I cannot make choices for other people. 

 

I am so very thankful that our God is always ready for people to come to Him for 

reconciliation. Aren't you? 

- Gary Smalley 

Via The Old Hickory Bulletin, Vol. 30, No. 49, 12/05/2010 

 

* "Evil triumphs when good men do nothing!" 

 

* "The believer's assembly: Come to worship, leave to serve!" 

 

* "Conflict is inevitable, but combat is optional! Are you a soldier of the King?" 

 

* "Daily devotions clear mixed emotions!" 

 

* "Those who think it is permissible to tell white lies soon grow color-blind!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


