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When We Don't Know Why 

 

We have so much difficulty grasping why bad things happen in this world. How can God 

be in control when we see so much heartache, sickness, and evil? This has long been a 

point of doubt for many. Books like Job, Ecclesiastes, Habakkuk, and many Psalms 

grapple with this problem. 

 

The reality of evil and heartache in this world need not sink our faith. The fact that 

Scripture devotes so much space to the problem of evil, and indeed is a major theme of 

Scripture, is evidence that its existence in no way impugns the integrity and purposes of 

God. Scripture is a testimony of God's response to the problem that includes Jesus dying 

for our sins so that we can be reconciled to Him. 

 

Times like these require that we make a decision about whom we will trust. Trust will be 

tested the most when we are required to give up the most. Think about Abraham 

sacrificing Isaac and trusting that God knew what He was doing, even to the point of 

believing that God would raise Isaac from the dead (Genesis 22:1-14; Hebrews 11:17). 

When Abraham was asked to give up the most, he trusted God all the more. 

 

When we don't know why, we must trust that we know the One who does know why, and 

that He always has good reason to act, to allow, and to arbitrate between the various 

events and issues that we face in this world. Since we are to walk by faith not by sight (2 

Corinthians 5:7), and since faith undergirds our hope (Hebrews 11:1), then we ought to 

remember that faith is the demonstration of our trust in the reality of what we cannot see. 

We don’t see what is going on "behind the scenes," but we know the One who owns and 

manages the stage. 

 

God is all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise, all-understanding, and all-loving. None of that 

changes when we do not understand something. Our lack of knowledge about greater 

matters of reality should never be a reason to turn from God; rather this is all the more 

reason to turn to and trust God. 



"When I am afraid, I put my trust in you" (Psalm 56:3). 

 

Trusting God in a world that is full of "bad things" requires that we be prepared both 

spiritually and physically. Spiritually, we prepare our minds for action and seek to obey 

His will and to be holy as He is holy (1 Peter 1:13-16). Without spiritual preparation, we 

will be open to the schemes of the evil one (Ephesians 6:10-18). Physically, we prepare 

because "your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God" 

… and "you are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 

body" (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

 

Spiritual interests are always more important than what may happen to our physical 

bodies (not that our bodies are unimportant). Recall that when Jesus had healed the man 

who had been paralyzed for thirty-eight years, He later found him in the temple and told 

him, "See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you" (John 5:14). 

Sin will be more destructive to us, body and soul, than any particular physical illness. One 

can be physically ill yet spiritually robust, and one can be physically in good shape yet 

spiritually anemic. The former condition would be far better than the latter. After all, if we 

are reconciled with God, we trust that the resurrection is coming. 

 

On the other side of the spectrum is the problem of panic. This is generally some kind of 

sudden or overwhelming fear and can lead to irrational behaviors. Sometimes panic 

results in an outbreak with larger groups of people acting irrationally at the same time. 

This type of fear can be very destructive, and not only with physical properties. Our peace 

of mind is ruined. There is no joy in a mind full of fear. Think about the difference between 

panic and preparation: 

 

Panic is irrational. 

Preparation is rational. 

Panic is based on fear. 

Preparation is based on trust. 

Panic loses sight of the needs of others. 

Preparation cares for the needs of others. 

Panic forgets God is in control. 

Preparation submits to God's control. 

 

The child of God is called upon to trust God. God has given us tools by which we may 

overcome our anxieties and fears. Paul put it this way: 

"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 



thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:5-7). 

 

As we think on things that are excellent (v. 8), determine to practice what is right (v. 9), 

show our care for others (v. 10), and learn to be content in our circumstances (vv. 11-12), 

we know that Christ will strengthen us (v. 13). 

 

When we don't know why, trust the only One who does know. 

- Doy Moyer 

 

Queries & Answers 

 

Question for brother Robert F. Turner: 

 

Dancing is "a series of movements executed by the body, or limbs, or both, in rhythm" 

(Webster). Can you honestly say that this is wrong? 

 

Reply: 

 

Drinking is "to swallow (a liquid) to receive, as a fluid, into the stomach" (Webster). Now 

get yourself a glass of milk, and pat your feet as you swallow. You may spend the night 

"drinking and dancing" and I won't raise a line of type. 

 

If you can read while "drinking and dancing" you might consider two scriptures that couple 

"drinking" and "reveling": Romans 13:13 and Galatians 5:21. The "drinking" under 

consideration is something more than "swallowing"; and the "dancing" (which dear Mr. 

Webster uses in defining "reveling") is a shade stronger than foot-patting, or even a stately 

minuet; but by now you may have gathered that I am writing about what is actually done 

today under these headings. 

 

A free translation of "komos" (KJV, "reveling") is "let yourself go" or "celebration without 

restraint". The wild excesses of the dance -- the abandon with which opposite sexes mix 

-- the exhibition of bodily movements designed to excite passions -- these are the 

ingredients of "reveling" and are clearly designated as "works of the flesh" (Galatians 

5:19-21). Paul says, "they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God". The 

necessity for specific prohibitions relative to dancing has always seemed out of place -- 

especially when applied to supposed Christians. If a man is taught to love his brother, 

must we have specific lessons insisting that he refrain from sticking a knife in his brother's 



back? Then how can one who is properly taught the meaning of modesty, chastity, and 

pureness of heart be so needful of proof that the modern dance is wrong? 

 

To name or define our subject is to place it in a realm shunned by all who love the Lord 

and His ways. 

- Robert F. Turner, via Plain Talk, June, 1965 

 

WHO ARE SONS OF GOD? 

 

When the divine Son of God came into flesh on the earth (Jesus, the Christ) He was not 

recognized by His own creation (cf. Romans 1:18-21). Even His own people (the Jews) 

did not receive Him. He was not an outsider. He belonged to this community of 

descendants of Abraham. John wrote, "He was in the world, and the world was made 

through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those who were 

His own did not receive Him." (John 1:10-11). The world (human society that organized 

itself without God and under control of the devil) rejected Him. Even the physical 

descendants of Abraham who had been schooled for centuries and prepared for His 

coming refused to heed the words of God that were presented to them. So, then, who 

were the ones who became sons of God? 

 

Let us hear the apostle John: "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right 

to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not 

of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God." (John 1:12-13). The 

ones who "received Him" are the ones who "believe in His name." Of these receptive 

believers it is said, not that God bestowed upon them "sonship," but that they were given 

"the right to become children of God." It became within their power to obtain the 

designation, "children of God." They became capable of obtaining this great blessing and 

benefitting thereby. So the Lord has not conferred sonship upon people merely as a result 

of believing in His name (not by "faith alone," cf. James 2:14-26). The Lord does not grant 

sonship upon someone by means of mere physical birth (not just because one may be a 

descendant of Abraham). However, being "born… of God" is the obtaining of sonship, 

becoming "children of God." We find that this is not a physical birth, but a spiritual one. 

How does this happen? 

 

Let us again hear the apostle John as he quotes Christ: "No one can come to Me unless 

the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. It is written in 

the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught of God.' Everyone who has heard and learned 

from the Father, comes to Me." (John 6:44-45). Please note the essential progression of 

what is required (this explains how God "draws" a person to Himself): first, one hears the 



message from the Father; he is taught concerning the things of God. This is exactly what 

Jesus did; He taught men the words of God (John 3:34; 6:63; 8:47; 12:47-48; 14:10, 23; 

17:8); second, one learns these words of God (they are recorded for us in the Bible); and 

third, one then comes to Christ (as a believer; the unbeliever will not come to Him). 

Hearing the words of God, learning, and coming to Christ. Simple, is it not? Have you 

allowed God to draw you by responding to heaven's invitation? 

 

In John 3, Jesus discussed coming to Christ with a man named Nicodemus. He said of 

Jesus, "God is with him" (verse 2). Recall that being "born… of God" is the obtaining of 

sonship, becoming "children of God." "Jesus answered and said to him, 'Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.'" (John 3:3). "Jesus 

answered, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot 

enter into the kingdom of God.'" (John 3:5). 

 

In writing to the Galatian Christians, Paul said, "For you are all sons of God through faith 

in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ." (Galatians 3:26-27). In this passage you can see the hearing, learning, and 

coming to Christ. You can see the water of baptism, of which Jesus spoke to Nicodemus. 

The Galatians were taught the gospel of Christ by the apostle Paul. They heard his 

message, learned it and believed it, and came to Christ by being baptized into Him, thus 

clothing themselves with Christ. Thus, "all of you who were baptized into Christ" were the 

ones who became "born again" sons of God by their faith. "He who believes in the Son 

has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God 

abides on him." (John 3:36). 

 

Are you a child of God today? 

- Gary Smalley 

 

* "Instead of putting others in their place, put yourself in theirs - Philippians 2:4!" 

 

* "Instead of pointing a finger, hold out a helping hand - Isaiah 42:3!" 

 

* "Is your home on the rocks, or on the Rock?" 

 

* "It is a great mistake to do nothing because you can only do little!" 

 

* "Jesus became what we are so we can become like He is!" 

 



What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


