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The Counsel of God 
 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me "to glory" (Psalm 73:24). 

These are the words from one of the Psalms of Asaph, who had observed the affairs of 

men and wondered why the wicked were so prosperous and happy. He makes a list of 

their seeming advantages and their evils and concludes momentarily that the righteous 

life is vain. His conclusion brought him great pain. He then went into the sanctuary of God 

and learned of the final end of the wicked. He learned that there will be a time when all 

the inequities of this life will be adjusted, that God will judge all people and prove Himself 

to be truly just. Asaph then commits himself to God and murmurs no more. He resolves 

to be guided by the counsel of God and has the blessed hope of being received into glory. 

 

Asaph lived and wrote under the Law of Moses, which was abrogated by the death of 

Christ (Hebrews 10:9-10; Colossians 2:14). Though we now live by the counsel of God 

revealed through Christ (Hebrews 1:1-3), the principle set forth by Asaph is still true. It is 

by the counsel of God set forth in the New Testament that we are sanctified, justified, or 

saved. By the counsel of God, made known by Christ, we must live if we are to be received 

into glory. It should give one great courage to follow the counsel of God when he 

recognizes the completeness, sufficiency and the authority of it. 

 

Revelation 

 

The Bible is a revelation of the counsel of God. The word "revelation" means "an 

uncovering." At one time the will of God was a "mystery," which means that His will had 

not been revealed. Paul declared, "But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was 

preached of me is not after man, neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus Christ" 

(Galatians 1: 11). From Ephesians 3:1-6, we learn that Christ made known unto Paul the 

mystery, Paul wrote it down, and those who read it can understand the mystery. This 

mystery included the message that the Jews and Gentiles are "fellow heirs in the same 

body and partakers of the promise in Christ by the gospel." There are no additional 



revelations from God. The Bible is complete in its message for sinful man. All modern-

day revelations, which claim to be from God are false. 

 

Inspired Revelation 

 

The Bible is an inspired revelation. The men chosen to write the message from God were 

not guided by their own ability, wisdom, or memory. They were "moved along" by the Holy 

Spirit as they wrote the very word the Holy Spirit directed them to write in expressing to 

us the counsel of God. The Bible claims to be a verbally inspired revelation (Ephesians 

3:3-5; 1 Corinthians 2:10-13). The Holy Spirit searched the "deep things of God," and 

guided men to express the counsel of God in words. Such a revelation assures us that 

we have a complete and sufficient message containing all of the counsel of God. Since 

the message from God is complete, there are no inspired men. None are needed. 

 

Confirmed Revelation 

 

The Bible is also a confirmed revelation. What Christ and His inspired apostles revealed 

was confirmed by "signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 

Ghost, according to his own will" (Hebrews 2:4). Since there is no need of further 

revelation, there is no need of inspired men to make known the message and no need of 

confirmation of the message since it has been confirmed once for all time by Christ and 

His apostles. The miraculous was to end with the complete revelation of the perfect law 

of liberty (1 Corinthians 13:8-12). The claims of miraculous powers today are false claims. 

The Bible plainly declares that "when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 

part shall be done away." "That which is done in part" (1 Corinthians 13:9-10) refers to 

those nine gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:1-11. "That which is perfect" means the 

perfect "law of liberty" which has come (James 1:25; Ephesians 4:7-16). 

 

As long as there was a need of revelation of God's counsel, there was a need of 

inspiration. As long as there was a need of inspiration, there was a need of confirmation. 

Since revelation is complete (Jude 3), there is no need of inspiration, or further 

confirmation. 

 

Understandable Revelation 

 

The Bible is an understandable revelation. As stated by Paul in Ephesians 3:1-6, he 

received his words by revelation, wrote it and we can read it and understand his 

"knowledge in the mystery of Christ." The Bible affirms that one can and must understand 

the counsel of God. "Wherefore, be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the 

Lord is" (Ephesians 5:17). All the truth one needs to know about God, His will, the church, 



sin and salvation has been revealed to us and one must understand it, believe it and obey 

it to be received into glory (John 8:31-32; Hebrews 5:8-9; Revelation 22:14). 

 

All of this means that God's will is completely revealed. The counsel of God has been 

confirmed and is adequate and sufficient. There is no need for doubt. God's revelation to 

man is final and fixed. There is no need for more information and we are warned not to 

tamper with His revealed will. "Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 

gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed" (Galatians 1:8). God's 

counsel will judge us in that great day when all the evil thoughts, words and deeds will be 

remembered (Matthew 12:36-37; 2 Corinthians 5: 10). It is a mark of great wisdom to be 

resolved, as was Asaph, to be guided by God's counsel. This is the way to glory. 

- Quentin McCay, via Guardian of Truth, May 3, 1984 

 

AND ALSO SOME WOMEN 

 

Lately, I have been trying to remind Bible students to slow down in their reading and 

carefully note details that they have hurriedly rushed over before. Luke 8:2-3 may be just 

one of those read-and-go-on passages. Luke is providing a message from God that he 

desires his readers to know about: "Soon afterwards, He began going around from one 

city and village to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God. The twelve 

were with Him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: 

Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna 

the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were 

contributing to their support out of their private means." (Luke 8:1-3). [Recall: Mary 

Magdalene became the first person recorded to have witnessed Jesus following His 

resurrection (John 20:11-18)]. 

 

Of course we find Jesus proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God; this was His 

mission. And of course we find that the twelve were with Him; He was training them to be 

messengers and heralds throughout the world. But notice that Luke informs us of another 

group that traveled with them: "also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and 

sicknesses." He specifically names three women that were certainly known among the 

disciples, but also, "many others." Certainly they were each demonstrating their gratitude 

to the Lord for blessings they had received, healings or otherwise. What were they doing 

following the Lord and the twelve around? Luke says that they "were contributing to their 

support out of their private means." 

 

Since we paused to notice these details more carefully, we now recall that Mark mentions 

the women later at His crucifixion: "There were also some women looking on from a 



distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less 

and Joses, and Salome. When He was in Galilee, they used to follow Him and minister 

to Him; and there were many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem." (Mark 

15:40-41; cf. John 19:25 and Matthew 27:55). Thinking further, there are several 

passages in Luke that focus on women (1:5–39, Elizabeth; 2:36–38, Anna the 

prophetess; 7:36–50, the sinful woman; 10:38–42, Martha and Mary; 13:10–17, the 

healing of the bent-double woman; 15:8–10, the parable of the woman with the lost coin; 

18:1–8, the parable of the woman and the judge). 

 

Maybe we do not appreciate the revolutionary nature of the Lord's ministry at the time 

with regard to women’s support of His ministry and being involved as much as they were. 

Things I have read about the time period indicate that women were not regarded very 

highly by most people as their world was predominantly patriarchal. Recall that earlier, it 

happened that: "At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed that He had been 

speaking with a woman," (John 4:27). As disciples, they had to overcome those 

prejudices. Certainly the Bible distinguishes between the roles of males and females, but 

one cannot deny its clear teaching regarding women believers: "there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:28-29); and "show her honor as 

a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered." (1 Peter 3:7). 

 

Certainly it was also important for all words and behaviors to display the utmost regard 

for holiness in morals, taking every precaution to prevent scandalous reports from 

undermining their work for the kingdom. The enemies of Christ were looking, scrutinizing 

His every word and behavior. Because of the fact that we live in a morally bankrupt and 

spiritually polluted world, bombarded with sexual references and innuendoes, it is no 

surprise that some have made unfounded charges of sexual immorality among Jesus and 

His disciples. 

 

I love reading these words about these women! They supported God’s workers through 

their personal generosity. Obviously they were grateful for the healing power of God as 

performed upon an unknown number of them, but the preaching of Jesus deeply 

impressed them. It converted them, it changed their lives and motivated them to do what 

they could to help. They were enablers and helpers in the promotion of the kingdom of 

God! 

 

Do you agree that these women serve as a powerful example, and challenge, to all of us? 

Have we not been saved by the same grace and mercy of God shown to them? Men and 

women were baptized into Christ (Acts 8:12), and certainly suffered the same persecution 

for Christ's sake (Acts 8:3; 9:2; 22:4). There is a place for everyone in God's kingdom who 

is willing to be used by the great Master-builder! There is something for men to do, and 



there is something for women to do, and we cannot do without either of them. Every 

member of the body is important (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:12-26). Happy are those who 

contribute from their private means to support the work of the kingdom of God! 

 

What are you using in service to God "so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 

who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (1 Peter 2:9)? 

- Gary Smalley 

 

* "Count your blessings! Recounts are OK!" 

 

* "Don’t be afraid to go out on a limb, that’s where the fruit is!" 

 

* "Come into the worship assembly and let us help to prepare you for your final exam!" 

 

* "Everyone fails, that’s why Christ came!" 

 

* "Experts made the Titanic. Amateurs made the ark!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


