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WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 

 

For many years a merchant conscientiously used a measure which did not hold what the 

government standard required. He was honest and had no intention of defrauding those 

who purchased from him. He took the word of the man who sold him the measure and 

never thought of having it tested. 

 

When the merchant passed on, his son's attention was called to the fact that his father 

had unknowingly failed to give full measure to his customers. Could the son be honest 

and continue to use the measure? 

 

Are your religious practices in harmony with the Bible which is our 

standard? When you study the Bible and find that some practice of your loved ones did 

not come up to the standard, would you be honest if you continue as they did? 

 

The Word of God declares, "Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does 

not do it, to him it is sin." (James 4:17). 

- Unknown, via "The Instructor", Vol. 4, No. 11, Nov., 1967, p. 4. 

 

HAVE YOU BEEN TRANSFORMED BY THE 

RENEWING OF YOUR MIND? 

 

Several New Testament passages describe those held in the bondage of sin by calling 

attention to their minds. The sinner's mind is home to detrimental attitudes that entrench 

the person in a life of unbelief and ungodliness. He positions himself mentally to maintain 

a disposition of hostility and antagonism toward God and His word. 

 

Notice the sinner's mind: "And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, 

God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper," 



(Romans 1:28). Those who do not agree with the words of the Lord Jesus Christ are 

described as "men of depraved mind" (1 Timothy 6:3-5). Of the impure who are "defiled 

and unbelieving," Paul stated, "both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They 

profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient 

and worthless for any good deed." (Titus 1:15-16). Paul described the "walk" of these 

people: "in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from 

the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their 

heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the 

practice of every kind of impurity with greediness." (Ephesians 4:17-19). The Lord God's 

good pleasure offered men reconciliation and peace "through the blood of His cross" in 

order to turn men from being "alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds." Paul 

affirmed that this change of mind would result in their appearing before God as "holy and 

blameless and beyond reproach--if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and 

steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel" (Colossians 1:19-23). These 

characteristics of mind are spiritually fatal. 

 

Making a transition from sinner to Christian involves changing the mind and attitudes from 

depraved, defiled, unbelieving, futile, darkened in understanding, ignorant and hard-

hearted, which engages in worthless and disobedient deeds that are seen in sensuality, 

impurity and greediness. The only way to solve the problem of being alienated from God, 

hostile to Him by evil deeds, is to become holy and blameless and beyond reproach by 

obeying the faith and continuing in it (again, Colossians 1:19-23). This essential and yet 

radical change is summed up in the Holy Spirit's term: "renewing." 

 

Notice Romans 12:2 in its context (verses 1-3): "Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, 

that which is good and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace given to me I say 

to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to 

think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith." 

What is required? The "renewing of your mind." And notice the good that is produced as 

a result of that renewal: mercy from God, service to God, worship of God, renouncing the 

world, a true change that proves the good, acceptable and perfect will of God, grace, 

sound judgment and faith. What a marvelous transformation! 

 

Take note of the fact that such a godly transformation does not start with outward deeds. 

The external reforms that are made in life must follow the renewal of the mind, the change 

of heart, the transformation of character. That is the key to meaningful renewal (cf. Mark 



7:20-23). "Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life." 

(Proverbs 4:23). 

 

Thayer defines the word in the Romans 12:2 expression with reference to the mind, "the 

renewing of" as "a renewal, renovation, complete change for the better." [Thayer's 

Lexicon, 38]. Danker says that this renewal is "of a person’s spiritual rebirth … [meaning] 

be changed by the renewal of your minds." [Danker's Lexicon, 64]. Vine comments on 

this meaning, "i.e., the adjustment of the moral and spiritual vision and thinking to the 

mind of God, which is designed to have a transforming effect upon the life; … the Romans 

passage stresses the willing response on the part of the believer." [Vine, Vol. 3, 279]. 

 

This consideration will find that some Christians are like Israel of old in that they become 

enticed to pattern themselves after the surrounding nations. They want to imitate the 

thinking and copy the practices of people around them. The New Testament forbids 

Christians from doing this. So it is a seriously determined effort that is required to refuse 

conformity to the world, including the religious customs of other people. The Holy 

Scriptures of God are the only and all-sufficient guide to mind renewal, and the Christian 

gives no thought to the other influences from his peers that may detract him from bringing 

"every thought captive to the obedience of Christ," (2 Corinthians 10:5; cf. 1 Corinthians 

15:33). 

 

Christians cannot be "obedient children" and "holy yourselves also in all your behavior" 

(1 Peter 1:14-15) without plowing this row, without adopting the Divine perspective (cf. 2 

Peter 1:4). Carnal thought is fought off; spiritual thought is now the pursuit (Philippians 

4:8-9). The Christian renounces his "former lusts" which reflected his once state of 

"ignorance." Prior to conversion he was not in possession of this knowledge (Luke 1:77; 

1 Corinthians 15:34; 2 Corinthians 2:14; 4:6; Colossians 1:9-10; 1 Timothy 2:4). Hence, 

he was ignorant in this respect (lacking knowledge, awareness or comprehension). [Note: 

this is not to suggest that such a person is a dunce.] But this knowledge is the source of 

transformation, of renewing the mind. It is knowing Christ Jesus the Lord (Philippians 3:8). 

It is "knowledge of the Son of God" that transforms one to spiritual maturity in Christ that 

unites him with all others who are in "the faith" (Ephesians 4:13; see 2 Peter 1:1-3). As 

Paul declared, "we have the mind of Christ." (1 Corinthians 2:16); we possess His attitude 

(Philippians 2:5). Only as we so endeavor will we be "transformed into the same image" 

of our glorious Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18). Thanks be to God, for "His divine power has 

granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of 

Him who called us by His own glory and excellence." (2 Peter 1:3). 

 

Having "laid aside the old self with its evil practices," the pleasant results of this renewal 

of the mind is that it transforms us into "the new self" (Colossians 3:8-10), or as Paul 



reminded the Roman Christians, "newness of life" (Romans 6:4). It is this new self that is 

"being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him" 

(Colossians 3:10). [Note the connection to "knowledge," not just any knowledge, but "true 

knowledge."] The self is made "new" by receiving truth (John 17:19), the word of God 

(John 17:17), the gospel of Jesus Christ (Galatians 2:5, 14; Colossians 1:5). It has been 

written for this purpose: "so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing you may have life in His name." (John 20:31). The willing reception of 

the gospel is God's means of renewal (cf. Ephesians 4:17-32; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 

Hebrews 8:10). It makes believers out of unbelievers (Romans 10:17). The gospel of 

Christ is "the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes" (Romans 1:16). 

Transformation will not be complete without it. 

 

One may observe this truth as it is demonstrated in what is written (the New Testament). 

The examination of every case of conversion recorded there will demonstrate the 

teaching of the gospel and its reception (people learned and believed it). A large number 

of people, on the first Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ, became renewed by 

what they "heard" (Acts 2:37). They also acted in response to what they heard after they 

asked the apostles of Christ, "Brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). Their immediate 

repentance and baptism resulted from their hearing and believing the words of the apostle 

Peter as he testified and exhorted (Acts 2:38-40). These men "received his word" (Acts 

2:41). "They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching" (Acts 2:42). 

These renewed people were soaking up true knowledge, and they were being 

transformed by it! They became believers (Acts 2:44) by "receiving the knowledge of the 

truth" (Hebrews 10:26). As the days continued, other believers were also being saved 

and added to their number by the Lord (Acts 2:47). They had "escaped the defilements 

of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 2:20). Their 

belief of and obedience to the gospel renewed their minds, thus meeting God's 

requirements in obtaining forgiveness of sins. The book of Acts continues to describe 

conversions of others in the same way. 

 

This transformation is not a sudden one, just like fruit production of a plant is not sudden. 

Paul declared, "our inner man is being renewed day by day." (2 Corinthians 4:16). 

Continued devotion to the apostles' teaching provided the means of this growth (1 Peter 

2:2; 2 Peter 3:18). Lest we forget, it is God that gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:5-7). 

 

What is in your mind today? Have you been renewed? Have you been baptized into death 

that you might walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4)? Are you united with Christ, having 

done away with the body of sin (Romans 6:5-6)? Do you live in hope of eternal life (Titus 

3:7)? 

- Gary Smalley 

 



* "Be as patient with others as God has been with you!" 

 

* "All Christians report to the same Commander!" 

 

* "Don't ask God to guide your footsteps if you're not willing to move your feet!" 

 

* "We do what we believe; the rest is just a bunch of religious talk!" 

 

* "Above all other things, the cross provides the strongest evidence of God's love. The 

man on the cross is the very Son whom God loved so much that he desired other 

sons 'conformed to his image, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren' 

(Romans 8:29)" –Sewell Hall 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


