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"TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?" 

 

I would like to share with you an old sermon outline that I have had for many years. It 

asks the question: "To Whom Shall We Go?" You may recall the occasion when many 

disciples of Christ went away, and walked no more with Him (John 6:66). Then the Lord 

asked His apostles (verse 67), "Will ye also go away?" To which Peter answered (verse 

68), "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life." 

Many times in this life we need to know where to go. In case of a fire, an accident or 

sickness, we need to know where to go. There are many spiritual needs of man and man 

needs to know where to go for remedy. 

(1) We need a CAPTAIN for our souls. Life is a constant series of battles upon the sea of 

temptations. In Ephesians 6:10-17, Paul describes the armor of the Christian. The 

question arises: Who is our leader? Who is captain in our army? "But we see Jesus, who 

was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 

honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, 

for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 

make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings." (Hebrews 2:9-10). Yes, 

we have a Captain: He is Jesus Christ! 

(2) Man needs a spiritual HEAD. As children we need someone to whom we can go for 

advice and instruction. The church has an all-sufficient Head in Christ. Recall the words 

of Paul in reference to what God had done for Christ: "And hath put all things under his 

feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the 

fulness of him that filleth all in all." (Ephesians 1:22-23). Notice also: "And he is the head 

of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things 

he might have the preeminence." (Colossians 1:18). 

(3) A REDEEMER is needed for our redemption. Since man has sinned he stands in need 

of redemption. As Job said, "For I know that my Redeemer liveth" (Job 19:25). Jesus 

Christ is just the one to redeem us from our sins. "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 

of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 

on a tree." (Galatians 3:13). To redeem is to buy off or buy back by making a payment. 



Certainly Christ paid the price for our redemption. No wonder the apostle Paul could say 

of Christians: "For ye are bought with a price" (1 Corinthians 6:20). Peter said we are 

"redeemed . . . with the precious blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18-19). 

(4) Man needs an INTERCESSOR. An Intercessor is a go-between. Christ stands 

between man and God. The Hebrew writer said, "Wherefore he is able also to save them 

to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 

for them." (Hebrews 7:25). The "he" is Christ. 

(5) Certainly man needs a SAVIOR. Jeremiah said that man is unable to direct his own 

steps (Jeremiah 10:23). Man does not know how to save himself. This is the reason Christ 

came to seek and save the Lost (Luke 19:10). Recall the words of the angel to Joseph in 

reference to Mary: "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 

for he shall save his people from their sins." (Matthew 1:21). Recall also the words of Paul 

to Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:15, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief." 

(6) Man also needs a TEACHER. We all need to be taught. Church members as well as 

outsiders! Man needs to be taught how to be saved, and how to live as the saved 

(Matthew 28:18-20). Jesus Christ was recognized by Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, as 

a teacher (John 3:1-2). Jesus teaches us today, through His word, as we read and study 

His will (Hebrews 1:2). See also Romans 12:2, "And be not conformed to this world: but 

be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." Further, "Study to shew thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." (2 

Timothy 2:15). 

Now let us have a little exercise of thinking. Please note the first letter of each numerical 

point. Put them together and you will see the One to whom we should go: CHRIST! 

- Wendell M. Powell 

 

Conclusion Jumping 
 
Some time ago, there was a faithful dog which was a constant companion of a small child. 

One day both dog and child disappeared. A diligent search by parents, friends, and 

neighbors proved to be fruitless. The child could not be found. 

After several hours the dog returned home, but was covered with blood. Naturally, the 

father jumped to the conclusion that the dog had become vicious and killed the child. The 

dog must be destroyed, so he got his gun and killed the dog. 

A little later, the child was found in the woods unharmed. Nearby was the body of a 

panther that the dog had killed in his struggle to protect the child. 



So often we are guilty of conclusion jumping. We take action, or at least express our 

opinion before considering all the facts. The result is usually unpleasant and at times 

irreparable damage is done. 

Solomon showed the foolishness of jumping to conclusions when he said, "He that 

answereth (Heb. returneth a word) a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame to 

him" (Proverbs 18:13). Not only do we have this problem with "matters," but in dealing 

with people as well. On this Jesus said, "Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, 

and know what he doeth" (Emphasis mine, J.T.)? 

A man who will not hear all the facts before drawing conclusions has a Klinker in his 

thinker; it is almost impossible to squeeze the truth into his mind. The most difficult thing 

to open is a closed mind. Too, have you ever noticed how extremely difficult it is for a 

person to keep his mind open and his mouth shut at the same time? How wonderful an 

open mind is when it is matched with a closed mouth. But that's another subject. My point 

is this, don't waste a human mind by refusing to fulfil its hunger for education with facts, 

all the facts. When you give people a piece of your mind, then, and only then do they 

know the kind of mind you have. 

So, be careful about what you think, say, and do. You might be guilty of shooting a dog 

that ought to be praised. 

- Jimmy Tuten, in Guardian of Truth, 01/20/1983 

 

Division Must Come! 

 

Division in the churches is painful. It wrings the heart with anguish. But, God asked: "Can 

two walk together except they be agreed?" (Amos 3:3). This is a strong declaration that 

they cannot. It is true as applied to both God and man. Can you walk with God unless you 

agree with Him? He claims to be the Lord, the only ruler of the Universe. Can you walk 

with Him while you insist on making laws and changing His order? It applied to man. Can 

two walk together when one insists on going another way? 

Often those we love must force us to the choice as to whether we will cling to God or go 

with them. If we love God better than we love them, we will cling to God and His ways. If 

division must come, let it come along the lines of love and loyalty to God. If we separate 

from others and do not walk with God, another separation must come. Separation after 

separation must come until the lines of cleavage run with the line of loyalty to God. Until 

division along this line is reached, divisions must continue and multiply. As soon as, and 

not until, divisions along this line is reached, the union with God and among those true to 

Him will be permanent. 



God is directing these things and does all things well. All we have to do is to stand true 

and firm to God and His word all along the line, and leave results with Him. We can do 

nothing else. We are poor and foolish and weak; God is wise and strong. Our only hope 

is to walk with and be true to God in all things. "For there must be also heresies (divisions) 

among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you" (1 

Corinthians 11:19). Divisions must come until we are all willing to be led by God. 

- David Lipscomb, in Truth Magazine, July, 1960 

 

THE CRITIC 

 

A little seed lay on the ground and soon began to sprout, 

"Now which of all flowers around," it mused, "shall I come out?" 

"The lily's face is fair and proud but just a trifle cold: 

The rose, I think, is rather loud, and then its fashion's old." 

"The violet is all very well, but not a flower I'd chose; 

Nor yet the Canterbury Bell -- I never cared for blues." 

And so it criticized each flower, this supercilious seed, 

Until it woke one summer hour and found itself -- A WEED! 

- Anonymous 

 

Derogatory criticism requires no talent, helps neither the critic nor the criticized, evidences 

pride and produces discouragement. 

 

Constructive criticism requires much talent, is founded in love and voiced in the hope of 

helping. Having examined self first, it benefits the criticized (2 Corinthians 13:5; Galatians 

6:1). 

 

Let us take thought about what and how we criticize. It may be that our criticism is unjust 

and unfair. Sometimes we criticize wherein we should encourage. The disposition to "pick 

to pieces" our brethren, our teachers, and our friends could well find us disparaging the 

noble characteristics of good people. This in turn would find us being like the "seed" in 

the above poem. 

- Wendell M. Powell, via The Charlotte Lamp 

 

* "No one ever grows fat on excuses, but everybody gets fed up with them!" 

 "If a sermon pricks the conscience, it has some good points!" 

* "If some men grew physically at the rate they grow spiritually, they would spend their 

lives in a play-pen!" 



* "The dictionary is the only place where you will find SUCCESS before WORK!" 

* "Truth doesn't hurt unless it ought to! Study your Bible and do God's will!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


