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"B'twixt Saddle And Ground" 

 

"Yep," an old-timer tells me, "the light hit him, and he was converted b'twixt the saddle 

and the ground." 

 

Believe it or not, we are talking about the conversion of Saul (later the Apostle Paul) not 

a western movie. No amount of Bible reading can change my friend's conception either. 

With him it is "b'twixt saddle and ground" or nothing. I try to tell him the Bible says nothing 

about a saddle, but he replies, "Any fool knows he'd have a saddle on his horse." I surely 

hate to admit that this fool can't even find the horse. 

 

The text is in triplicate: Acts 9:1-18; 22:1-16; 26:12-20; and one must assemble the facts 

from each account to get the full story. 

 

It pleased God to make Paul an Apostle (Galatians 2:15), and this required witnessing 

the resurrected Lord. Paul did not see Him at the "due" time, i.e., before the ascension (1 

Corinthians 15:4-10), but the Lord appeared unto him to make him "a minister and a 

witness," not to save him (Acts 26:16). 

 

The Lord spoke to Paul, not to assure him of salvation, but to send him to one who would 

tell him what to do (Acts 9:6; 22:10). This does not refer to his preaching mission, for 

Jesus had already told him of this (Acts 26:16-ff). 

 

Some say the light, the appearance of the Lord, the voice, etc., all are assurances that 

Saul's (Paul's) sins were forgiven. If so, he is the most dejected and sorrowing "saved" 

man of history. "He was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink." (Acts 9:9). 

During this time he was praying (Acts 9:11). And Ananias said, "arise, and be baptized, 

and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." Even the old-timer should admit 

this is hardly the thing to say to one who is saved -- with sins forgiven. (The old-timer is 

quiet at this point.) 

 



Saul's conversion, like others in the early days of the church, was surrounded by 

circumstances related to the times. Because of his appointment as an Apostle, there are 

elements in the account not directly a part of the conversion itself. Remove these, and his 

conversion was not unlike any other "turning to the Lord" recorded in New Testament 

history. 

 

He had to learn of the Lord (note Acts 7:58), believe in Him, repent of past sins, and obey 

Him in baptism. He placed his trust in Christ and the salvation made possible by His 

death; and this faith was such as to lead him to "obey from the heart that form of doctrine" 

(the death, burial, and resurrection) "being then made free from sins--." (Romans 6:16-

18, 3-5). 

 

Remember, it was this same Paul who wrote Romans 6:3-ff, "so many of us as were 

baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death." 

 

But my friend, the old-timer, is not yet convinced. "Don't talk to me about baptism," he 

shouts. "How in this wide world are you going to baptize a horse?" 

 

Hmm! I'm going to study on that. 

- Robert F. Turner, via Plain Talk, May, 1964 

 

First, First Fruit, First Born 

 

To call someone or something "first" calls for consideration in three categories: (1) first in 

a consideration of time (such as the earliest in a specified duration; sooner than or 

preceding others), (2) first in a consideration of order or sequence (such as first in line to 

buy tickets), and (3) first in a consideration of importance (the highest in rank, chief, or 

most prominent one of a specified group). In certain situations, one could be "first" in more 

than one of these areas. 

 

Bible students may recall that harvests of crops began with the "first fruits" (Leviticus 23:9-

14), taken from the first to ripen (Nehemiah 10:35; Ezekiel 44:30). This part of initial 

production was offered in sacrifice to the Lord in appreciation for the anticipated harvest 

to follow. "First fruits" also referred to the best part of any crops (Numbers 15:20; 2 

Chronicles 31:5), or the best part of the products that were the result of man's labor 

(Leviticus 23:16-20; Deuteronomy 18:4; 2 Chronicles 31:5). Such classification of these 

products were an acknowledgement that the land that Israel received and all its bountiful 

fruits were gracious gifts from God (Deuteronomy 26:1-11). God's priests were allowed a 

portion of these sacrifices for their personal use as the Lord's divine representatives 



(Nehemiah 10:35-37; 12:44). From the thankful hearts of Israel, the first and very best of 

their produce was offered sacrificially to God. Thus His privileged people, not the earliest 

nation to exist, could appreciate the prophet Jeremiah's reference to the nation of Israel 

as "The first of His harvest." (Jeremiah 2:3). 

 

In the New Testament this concept is brought to mind when Paul speaks of the 

resurrection of Christ: "But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who are asleep." (1 Corinthians 15:20). The Bible student knows that there were 

others who were raised from the dead, each at a point in time prior to Christ’s resurrection 

(Jairus' daughter, Mark 5; the Nain widow's son, Luke 7; Lazarus, John 11; etc.), but their 

resurrection was temporary, not eternal, as they later died. However, Christ was raised 

from the dead, never to die again (Romans 6:9). In His glorious resurrection, He is the 

"first fruits." When the Old Covenant people offered their first fruits to the Lord they were 

assured by their obedience that a bountiful harvest would follow. Here, the resurrection 

of Christ is the guarantee, the earnest, the surety that those in Christ will be resurrected 

to new life (1 Corinthians 15:23; Romans 6:8). It is also a guarantee that there will be a 

general resurrection at the end of this age of all who have lived (John 5:28-29; Matthew 

25:31-46). 

 

In the Old Testament, Moses was instructed to tell the Pharaoh of Egypt: "Thus says the 

LORD, 'Israel is My son, My firstborn.'" (Exodus 4:22; cf. Jeremiah 31:9). The term "first 

born" increases in importance as one continues to read through the Bible. And here also 

more than one concept may be applied: sequence and particularly, importance. Even 

from earliest times firstborn sons had a special importance. There seems to have been 

some recognition of authority over others in the family, priesthood activities in which they 

engaged, and certainly a double portion of inheritance from the father (Deuteronomy 

21:17). [One may trace the concept from the Patriarchal age, noting its development over 

time. The first born of children and animals belonged to the Lord, but a redemption 

provision allowed the Israelites to buy back their first born. Later, God substituted the 

Levites for the first born among Israel.] In the case of twins, it was important to identify 

the child who was born first, as a midwife did by tying a scarlet thread around the hand of 

the child who first emerged (Genesis 38:28). But first in time did not insure the first in 

importance (a concept noticed by Isaac's precedence over Ismael, Jacob's over Esau, 

Joseph's over his ten older brothers, etc.). 

 

Literally, David was not the first born of his parents (he was the eighth, 1 Samuel 16:10-

11), nor was he the first king of Israel (Saul was first). However, God appointed him to a 

position of primary importance, of preeminence: "I also shall make him My firstborn, The 

highest of the kings of the earth." (Psalms 89:27). [Incidentally, this passage prefigured 

the preeminence of Christ, whom God promised to send through the lineage of David.] 



This knowledge prepares one for New Testament references to "firstborn" that are not 

designed to be understood in a literal sense. In the letter to the Colossians, Paul said of 

the Christ: "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation." (1:15), and 

further, "He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything." (1:18). 

 

First, in recording that Jesus Christ is the true expression of God to everyone, the perfect 

representation of God to all people, Paul declares that He is "the firstborn of all creation." 

Paul is NOT teaching that out of everything that was created, the very first thing created 

was Christ (cf. John 1:3). Christ is NOT a created being; He is eternal (Micah 5:2; John 

1:1; 8:58), having no beginning or end (Hebrews 7:3). Firstborn is used here to designate 

the highest position of honor, not the first to be born or created in a sequence of time. 

[The false doctrine that Christ is a created being began with the teachings of one named 

Arius of Alexander about the year 320 A.D., and survives today in the teachings of the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses.] 

 

Second, Paul stated of Christ: "He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead". To say 

that Christ is the beginning is to confirm that He is the origin or source: the source of 

everything that has been created in the physical universe (John 1:3) including the laws 

that uphold it (cf. Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3), and "the source of eternal salvation" to 

all who obey Him (Hebrews 5:9, "source" in NASB; "author" in KJV and ASV with marginal 

note: literally, "cause"). As the source or cause of salvation, He adds the saved to His 

spiritual body, over which He is head (Acts 2:47; Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:24). 

As "the firstborn from the dead," Christ is the most prominent of all who were or will be 

raised from the dead. Preeminence belongs to Christ (Colossians 1:18), over the living 

and the dead. Preeminence belongs to Christ over His church and all things throughout 

the universe. 

 

Interestingly, Paul refers to Christ as "firstborn among many brethren" in Romans 8:9. 

These brethren are the ones who become Christians (see the context of Romans 8:9). 

Just as Israel of old occupied a special place as God's possession, the New Testament 

identifies Christians as the "church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven" (Hebrews 

12:23) and "first fruits among His creatures" (James 1:18) who belong to God: "These are 

the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from 

among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb." (Revelation 14:4). All who become 

believers in Christ are given the status of first born sons, and are therefore heirs of God. 

 

Have you ever contemplated the spiritual significance of these concepts? 

- Gary Smalley 

 



* "When a nation has lost its morals, it has lost its moors and is like a ship 

adrift at sea!" 

 

* "After the cattle have gotten out, it is a little late to think about shutting the 

gate!" 

 

* "If you don't take that first strong drink, you won't have to worry about the 

consequences of the second, of the third, and of all that follow!" 

 

* "If deeds speak louder than words, some people aren't saying much and 

can hardly be heard!" 

 

* "If good men do not oppose evil, then evil will triumph!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


