
The Old Hickory Bulletin 

Old Hickory Church of Christ 
841 Old Hickory Blvd. 

Jackson, TN 38305 

oldhickorycofc.com 

July 10, 2022       Volume 42, # 28 

 
 

Drawing Strength from the Courage of Others 

 

How thankful we should be for wonderful examples of courage that spur us on to greater 

strength in the Lord's service. Paul was just such an example: "And many of the brethren 

in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without 

fear" (Philippians 1:14). These brethren, formerly timid and reticent, were drawing 

strength from the courage of Paul. 

 

Other examples abound. Stephen's plea, "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge," surely 

had for its source of strength the forgiving spirit of the Lord (Acts 7:60). The Thessalonian 

church found a source of strength in the example of the churches in Judea (1 

Thessalonians 1:14). The Philippian church, a model of courage and conviction, could no 

doubt trace much of its strength back to the wonderful example of patience and 

equanimity demonstrated by Paul and Silas while in their midst. The Hebrew Christians 

were admonished to "remember them that had the rule over you, men that spake unto 

you the word of God; and considering the issue of their life, imitate their faith" (Hebrews 

13:7). 

 

Christians of this generation are similarly drawing strength from the courage of others. 

Young men who refuse to miss services of the church to play on a ball team; young 

women who refuse to be seen in public in scanty attire; business men who would lose 

their jobs rather than compromise their convictions; women who continue to adorn 

themselves in "meek and quiet spirits" whatever the sophisticated world thinks or says of 

them; sick people who bear their afflictions with patience and faith; elderly people who 

continue to attend worship when they are hardly able to go anywhere else; dying people 

who demonstrate how Christians ought to die; all are sources of strength and courage for 

others as they face similar circumstances. These all have a common spirit with the great 

characters of the Bible; they see in their temptations, trials, afflictions, and persecutions 

a special opportunity to be like Christ, to demonstrate their fidelity to Him, and to provide 

a source of strength for those who might be weak and wavering around them. They seize 

the opportunity and stand, and all of us are stronger because of them. Of these 

courageous people this world truly is not worthy. 



Are we, however, to be always on the receiving end of the strength of others? As we draw 

strength from the courage of others, we must in turn become sources of strength and 

courage ourselves. Others look to us. Each of us has a "charge to keep," and "God to 

glorify," and a "present age to serve." 

- Bill Hall 

 

Love Demands Everything That God Commands! 
 
A new commandment I give to you: Love each other as I have loved you.    – John 13:34 

 

Love is not blind. It cannot afford to be. It cannot ignore the truth, whitewash sin, weaken 

the gospel, or minimize the difference between Christians and non-Christians. Love 

cannot support peaceful co-existence of the followers of Christ with followers of Satan. 

The reason is obvious: the goals of love and peace and salvation, the ultimate good for 

everyone. There is no fellowship, no common ground, no agreement, and no peace 

between God and the ungodly (2 Corinthians 6:14-16). There is no salvation for those 

who are at odds with God (2 Corinthians 6:17). It may be difficult for some to understand, 

but God and His people demand righteousness, exhort to temperance, warn of judgment, 

and deny fellowship to some without any loss of love and with no contradiction of love. 

 

Keep in mind as we continue here that the love we have for each other is patterned after 

the love God has for us (1 John 4:8-10; John 13:34). We are not permitted to define love 

to suit ourselves and then expect God to approve us just because we are true to our own 

code or creed (see 2 Corinthians 10:12, 18). Here are a few aspects of the love of God 

which we are commanded to follow in our relationships with each other. 

 

This love is not emotional. It is not the syrupy sentiment often called love. For a 

definition of the kind of love God requires and commands, read 1 Corinthians 13:4-13. It 

is greater than faith, greater than hope because it is of the essence of God (1 John 4:8). 

We cannot say "God is faith, or God is hope" but we can say "God is love." 

 

Love does not hide or overlook the flaws and imperfections of others. Instead it is 

painfully aware of those things. True love seeks perfect awareness of both strengths and 

weaknesses in the beloved. Not in order to condemn but in order to be of help in correcting 

and compensating for flaws and to capitalize and utilize the strengths in the best interests 

of everyone – to help, not to hinder; to make acceptable, not to find excuses for rejecting 

(Hebrews 4:12-16; 1 Peter 4:8; James 5:20). 

 



Love is critical, both positively and negatively. It seeks truth, not error (1 Corinthians 

13:6), but it recognizes error and calls attention to it when it is found (Galatians 6:1-2). It 

sees things as they are and then tries to change them into what they should be. 

 

Love does not requires indiscriminate acceptance and approval of all persons. God 

himself does not accept those who refuse to obey Him (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). God 

continues to love all people and desire their salvation (2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4). But He 

accepts and saves only those who seek Him and do His will (Hebrews 5:9; 11:6; Matthew 

7:21-23). 

 

Love is selective and discriminating. This is not the same thing as prejudice or 

partiality. Love is devoted first to God and then to others by the will of God (2 Corinthians 

8:5). It does not require us to accept in fellowship those who are opposed to God or will 

not abide by the will of God (2 Thessalonians 3:6; 3:14-15). Love does not require or even 

allow us to accept what God rejects. 

 

This kind of love allows one to acknowledge the true spiritual condition of every person 

without any loss of concern or appreciation for the person. This kind of love is truly 

Christian. 

- Gerald Cowan, in Bulletin Gold, April, 2014 

 

Will There Really Be A Judgment Day? 

 

In Hebrews 9:27 the Bible says, "…it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 

judgment:" In Romans 14:11-12, the Lord says, "… every knee shall bow to me, and every 

tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 

God." That's a reference to final judgment. In 2 Corinthians 5:10, the Bible says, "For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 

done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." The Bible 

is very clear about the reality of a final judgment. I think the real question is, "What 

happens to us before Judgment?" 2 Peter 2:9 addresses this, and it reads, "The Lord 

knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the 

day of judgment to be punished:" The Greek text suggests the idea of keeping the 

unrighteous "under punishment (present tense — continual punishment) unto (looking 

towards) the day of judgment." The phrase "under punishment" reveals that the penalty 

was already being inflicted at the time the apostle is writing. 

 



The punishment begins at the point of death, in somewhat the same way an individual 

apprehended in the commission of a crime is jailed until his trial. In that case, he is being 

punished before actual judgment has been passed. 

 

In Luke 16, we find the story of the rich man and Lazarus, who begged at the rich man’s 

gate. We don’t have time to read all of it, but beginning in v. 22, the Bible says, 

"And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels 

into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell 

he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 

Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy 

on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 

cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, 

remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise 

Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented." 

 

It's important to understand that both Lazarus and the rich man are in a place called, 

"Hades." The Hadean realm is divided into two parts, separated by a great gulf (Luke 

16:26): "Abraham's Bosom" (also called Paradise – Luke 23:43), and "torment" or, 

"Tartarus." Hades, consisting of Paradise and Torment, could be viewed as "Eternity's 

Waiting Room," where all departed souls await final judgment, which is guaranteed to 

come, as we've already noted from Hebrews 9:27, Romans 14:12, and 2 Corinthians 5:10. 

It is on the Day of Judgment that souls who are in Paradise will be ushered into Heaven, 

and those souls found in Torment will be consigned to Gehenna Hell, the final and eternal 

abode of those who die apart from God. 

 

In short, if I die as a faithful Christian, my soul will await final Judgment in the Paradise 

half of Hades, but if I die outside the body of Christ, or as a once-faithful Christian who 

has turned his back on God and never repented, I will, upon my death, await final 

Judgment with the rich man of Luke 16, in Tartarus, being tormented in fire. None of us 

wants that to be our ultimate fate, so I urge us all to seek out God's plan of salvation in 

the Scriptures and obey it. 

- R. W. McAlister 

 

* "A good mirror is an old friend!" 

 

* "Gossip is nothing more than mouth-to-mouth recitation!" 

 

* "It takes an honest person to admit if he's tired or just lazy!" 

 

* "Kind words do not wear out the tongue – so speak them!" 



* "Friendship doubles our joy and divides our grief!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


