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Mind YOUR Business! 

 

One of the greatest problems with some people is their inability to keep out of the business 

of others. Some feel able to assess every situation regarding other people and then 

proceed to pronounce judgment concerning it. In most cases, they do not have all the 

facts. Many times their misinformation generates from innuendo and supposition. When 

Paul was in Jerusalem, the Jews tried to build a case against him based upon supposition. 

They accused him of polluting the temple by bringing a Gentile into it. They cried out, 

"Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against the 

people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and 

hath polluted this holy place. (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an 

Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.)" (Acts 21:28, 29). 

They did not see Paul bring Trophimus into the temple, but merely supposed he had 

because they had seen them together in the city. 

 

These people who bring judgment upon others are seldom willing to approach the ones 

they accuse in the presence of those whom they think ought to discipline the "guilty" party. 

Such is at least ungracious, and may even be dishonest. 

 

Note the company the busybody keeps. "But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as 

a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters" (1 Peter 4:15). 

 

The busybody may claim that he is "just trying to help," and he does not see himself for 

what he is. He stirs up strife, and faithful people should not give him any audience. Note 

this from Solomon: "He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, therefore do not 

associate with a gossip" (Proverbs 20:19, NASB). 

- Bill Lambert 

 

  



MY RULES FOR LIFE 
 
1. I try never to say anything behind a man's back that would give me the least 

embarrassment to say to his face. 

 

2. I try never to speak back to personal critics - friends do not need to hear the defense 

and enemies would not believe it. 

 

3. Every day I greet every person I see with a smile and make a special effort to do so if 

the person is poor or in unfortunate circumstances. 

 

4. The first thing when I awake in the morning I plan what my duty for the day is and try 

to go beyond it. 

 

5. Every day I read from the Bible and some other good books - feeding the mind and 

soul is more important than feeding the body. 

 

6. I try to pay every debt l owe on time and always save something from every pay check, 

however small. 

 

7. I like people and never harbor any malice or hatred toward any person in the world; I 

like places and have yet to be anywhere that I do not like - I go there with the intention of 

liking the place. 

 

8. I am a confirmed optimist believing that even in this life evil men will be punished by 

their own unhappiness and good men will be rewarded. "It's better further on." 

 

9. I try to close each day as if it were the last day I'd be on earth, closing the books on all 

regrets, worries and annoyances. 

 

10. The last thing I do at night is to count one by one the blessings of the day. This makes 

me so thankful and happy that I soon drift into pleasant sleep. In this spirit I hope to close 

life's journey and drift into eternity. 

- George W. DeHoff (1913-1993) 

 

Share a Quote … 

 

If people wish peace of conscience, they should embrace the gospel, 2 Corinthians 4:2. 

They can never find it elsewhere. No man's conscience is at peace from the fact that he 



does not repent, and love God and obey the gospel. His heart may love sin; but his 

conscience cannot approve it. That is at peace only in doing the work of God; and that 

can find self-approbation only when it submits to him, and embraces the gospel of his 

Son. Then the conscience is at ease. No man ever yet had a troubled conscience from 

the fact that he had embraced the gospel, and was an humble and decided Christian. 

Thousands and millions have had a troubled conscience from the fact that they have 

neglected it. No man on a death-bed ever had a troubled conscience because he 

embraced religion too early in life. Thousands and millions have been troubled when they 

came to die, because they neglected it so long, or rejected it altogether. No man when 

death approaches has a troubled conscience because he has lived too much devoted to 

God the Saviour, and been too active as a Christian. But O how many have been troubled 

then because they have been worldly-minded, and selfish, and vain, and proud? The 

conscience gives peace just in proportion as we serve God faithfully; nor can all the art 

of man or Satan give peace to one conscience in the ways of sin, and in the neglect of 

the soul. 

- Albert Barnes (1798-1870), Notes on the Bible, 2 Corinthians 4:18 

 

Draw near to God as did Abraham! 

 

James, the brother of our Lord, wrote, "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you." 

(James 4:8a). In selecting examples of Faith, Abraham could be the first you might list. 

Leaving the influence of idolatry, he followed the call of God and became a significant 

man of faith who is named throughout the Bible. The Holy Spirit through the writing of 

Paul names him "the father of all who believe" (Romans 4:11). 

 

The Lord God led this willing servant to a land that He promised to give to his descendants 

(Genesis 12:1-7). Of God's relationship with Abraham, Moses wrote: "For I have chosen 

him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way 

of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon 

Abraham what He has spoken about him." (Genesis 18:19). Let us consider this passage. 

 

I have chosen him. The marginal note for the passage indicates that the literal 

expression is, "I have known him," indicating intimate knowledge. God's personal 

relationship with Abraham was the basis upon which his participation in the Lord's divine 

plan would eventually reach fulfillment. This was no arbitrary choice. The relationship was 

possible and divine wisdom was granted on the basis of what existed in Abraham: the 

fear of the Lord, walking in integrity, godly determination, righteousness, justice, equity 

and every good course. Discretion kept him from the way of evil (cf. Proverbs 2:5-12). 



Abraham chose to be faithful and loyal to God, walking in knowledge of Him with integrity 

(cf. Hosea 4:1, 6; 6:6). 

 

So that he may command his children and his household after him. The first part of 

the divine plan was to instill a strong faith in Abraham and his wife Sarah. They were 

childless in old age. They needed a faith in God that the impossible would be possible, 

that God's promise of a child for them, aside from their initial doubts and laughter, was 

completely reliable. Paul wrote of Abraham: "with respect to the promise of God, he did 

not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured 

that what God had promised, He was able also to perform." (Romans 4:20-21). 

 

The next emphasis from what Moses wrote indicated the responsibility of father Abraham 

to his children: to instruct and command them. Such discipline in the home is the basic 

foundation of any surviving society. Parents have always been responsible, whether they 

knew it or not, by choice or circumstance, to pass on to each new generation the spiritual 

designs for all mankind that originated with God, the Creator (Deuteronomy 6:1-9; 

Ephesians 6:1-4). There is not a wife or child anywhere that would not be blessed, 

encouraged, and strengthened by the presence of a God-fearing husband and father. 

Lacking such a man, many families are perishing spiritually; wives and children are 

becoming acclimated to the "Sodom" around them. As it hardens them through time they 

will have no desire to change. Eventually, they will feel the pull of a violent society where 

no person is safe. In that darkness, help, encouragement and good examples do not exist 

(cf. Romans 1:18-32). 

 

To keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice. With Abraham, as 

with all who would serve God in relationship with Him, there is a behavioral standard 

required: "keep the way of the Lord." Abraham is the excellent example because of his 

obedient faith: "because you have obeyed My voice." (Genesis 22:15-18). Notice: 

"Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My 

laws." (Genesis 26:5). Contextually, the Sodomites were destroyed by God for failure to 

live righteously. [Regarding "doing righteousness and justice," see Isaiah 1:10-17; Hosea 

6:4-6; Amos 5:21-24; and Micah 6:6-8.] 

 

So that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him. Abraham 

devoted his entire life to creating a family culture based upon the truth God had revealed 

and his response of obedient faith with its attending fruit of righteousness, justice, 

holiness and love for God. The divine promises made to Abraham were fulfilled! As 

Abraham's descendants were taught in the family structure to regulate their lives by God's 

word, they would become the true people of God, the conduit through whom the world 

could receive everlasting blessings according to God’s divine plan. 



Friend, would you draw near to God? The blessing is for all who will believe in Jesus 

Christ, demonstrating the obedient faith of Abraham. May we be of assistance to you? 

- Gary Smalley 

 

* "Human supposition can never take the place of divine revelation!" 

 

* "Some 'Christians' are like lightning bugs - they keep going on and off!" 

 

* "Some people are like buzzards; they never go near a church meetinghouse unless 

someone dies!" 

 

* "One who only speaks of heaven is not likely to go there!" 

 

* "Can't sleep? Try counting your blessings!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


