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Lord of the Mind 

 

In Philippians 2:5 Paul said, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus". 

This implies that the Christian's thinking must be under the control of Christ. "Let this mind 

be in you" means to have understanding, to be wise, to direct one's mind to a thing, to 

seek or strive for. Paul tried to get men to bring their thoughts into captivity to Christ. 

"Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;" 

(2 Corinthians 10:5). 

 

The heart or mind is the control center of life and conduct. Jesus declared the power of 

perverted thought to influence action. "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed 

evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, 

deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things 

come from within, and defile the man." (Mark 7:21-23). 

 

If Jesus controls one's life He must, in order to do this, be the Lord (ruler) of the mind. 

There are two important characteristics of Christ's mind which the Christian must and will 

have if Jesus is the Lord of the mind. The Lord had a humble and obedient mind. "And 

being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 

even the death of the cross." (Philippians 2:8). 

 

The Lord will control the life only if He controls the mind. 

- Bobby Ogles 

 

Apathy or Zeal? 
 
Apathy is a bane on society and upon the Lord's church. In society it produces mediocrity, 

poor work habits, inferior products, lack of self-improvement, and unconcern for the 

betterment of one's community. In the Lord's church it stifles growth, weakens resolve, 



ignores opportunity, and makes people vulnerable to all kinds of sin and religious error. 

Where apathy reigns, Bible study and service to God go lacking. People hold true service 

to God in contempt and are inclined to say, "Oh, what a weariness!" when faced with 

opportunities to sing and pray and study God's word (Malachi 1:13). They are like the 

sluggard who will not raise his hand to his mouth to feed himself (Proverbs 26:15). 

 

Zeal is the antipode ["the exact opposite or contrary" – Merriam Webster, GFS] of apathy. 

It accomplishes much (Isaiah 9:7). It characterizes God's people (Titus 2:14). It provokes 

others to good (2 Corinthians 9:2). It cleanses defilements in the service of God (John 

2:13-17). It rejoices at invitations to draw near to God in worship (Psalms 122:1). It actively 

looks about, seeking good to do to others: encouragement to give to the fainthearted, 

instruction to the unlearned, proper direction to the misguided, help to the unfortunate (1 

Thessalonians 5:14-22; Romans 12:9-21). Zeal, properly guided, kindles the fire of desire 

to know God's truth, to be like Jesus, to be ready unto every good work (Titus 3:1-2, 14). 

- Gilbert Alexander 

 

"That Doesn't Bother Me" 

 

Lot, the nephew of Abraham, makes for an interesting study. He had the advantage of 

being exposed to the life and influence of Abraham: a great hero of faith, the "friend of 

God" (James 2:23). However, through a series of unwise decisions, he lost everything of 

value. After choosing the well-watered plain of the Jordan as a place to feed his flocks, 

Lot eventually moved into Sodom and took his place at the gate of the city. He fled the 

city before it was destroyed, but lost his wife as she turned and looked back. Afterward, 

his daughters got him drunk, lay with him, and had sons by him who turned out to father 

two enemy nations of Israel. 

 

We do not look upon Lot with much respect or favor, but the Bible describes him as a 

righteous man. Abraham is referring to his nephew when he asks God to spare the city 

for the sake of the "righteous" individuals who are present (Genesis 18:23-32). Notice 

also Peter's estimation of Lot in 2 Peter 2:7-8, "And delivered righteous Lot, who was 

oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling among 

them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless 

deeds)." 

 

We struggle with this, don't we? How could a righteous man choose to live in Sodom? 

How could a righteous man offer to give his virgin daughters to satisfy a mob of men intent 

upon raping his guests? We don't see much righteousness in Lot at all, but it must have 

been there for the inspired Scriptures to call him "righteous." 



 

Perhaps the statement from the apostle Peter clarifies this for us. We are told that Lot 

was "oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked" and that his righteous soul was 

tormented everyday by seeing and hearing the lawless deeds of those around him. Think 

about that for a moment. We don't know why Lot stayed in Sodom. We don't know why 

he made some of the decisions that he made. However, he never got to the point that he 

was "ok" with the things going on around him. They oppressed and tormented him. The 

word "oppressed" is translated from a Greek word that means to subdue, wear out, or 

exhaust. "Tormented" is translated from a Greek word that refers to mental affliction or 

torture. 

 

Does sin bother you? Does it bother you to hear filthy language, see sexually suggestive 

or explicit images, or to witness violence and cruelty? Sometimes I hear my brethren 

claim, "These things don't bother me." Well, such statements should be alarming to us. 

When do we stop being righteous people? Perhaps it is when we stop being bothered by 

the unrighteousness that we see and hear. When our conscience becomes calloused to 

the sins of the world, we have lost something that God intends for us to maintain - the 

ability to be oppressed and tormented by the filthy conduct of wicked people. 

 

Each of us has the opportunity to live in Sodom today. We don't have to move to a city 

that is notorious for sin. The filthy conduct of the wicked can be funneled into our homes 

and hearts through the internet, the television, and other entertainment formats. We can 

expose ourselves to every curse word, dirty joke, sexual perversion, act of hate and 

violence, etc., imaginable. How much of it do we tolerate? The next time we hear 

ourselves say, "That doesn't bother me," we should stop and take notice. We might not 

be as righteous as Lot. 

- Heath Rogers 

 

A Work of the "Spiritual" Saints 

 

From time to time in the local church it will become true of an individual that sin creeps 

into his life, he slips or lapses into the devil's snare. What should be done in such a case? 

Paul indicates: "Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, 

restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too 

will not be tempted." (Galatians 6:1). 

 

His brethren, the "spiritual" (spiritually minded indicated by obvious fruit of the Spirit 

shown in their lives; cf. Galatians 5:22-25), must set about to "restore" him to the former 

good condition. Sin must be put away. At times we need the help and encouragement 



from our brethren to escape from the devil's trap. Whatever difficulties arise to thwart such 

an expression of brotherly love must not become a barrier preventing the godly from this 

genuine expression of loving kingdom service. The babe in Christ is not the one 

admonished to take action. Brethren reach the description of "spiritual" by personal 

diligence in the word of God, prayer, obedience and self-examination. It is a Lord-serving 

maturity that comes only after we learn that we are all sinners, and occupy a position of 

complete humility before God. 

 

The goal of those spiritual brethren is restoration of one "caught in any trespass." Their 

desire equals that of Christ: the one overtaken has fallen; he needs a helping hand to get 

up and continue his walk. They appeal to all things associated with Christ to induce him 

to forsake the wrong, repent, confess the sin and pray to the heavenly Father to forgive 

the sin. 

 

The Holy Spirit through Paul is also very clear to ward off any wrong attitudes that are so 

often characteristic of people: self-righteousness, pride and a feeling of superiority. This 

is delicate work. Their restorative work must be done in demonstration of spiritual 

character: in meekness, in gentleness and in humility. They must consider themselves. 

The liability to sin and the tendency to stumble are characteristic of all. The great danger 

which plagued the Pharisees must be avoided: the personal over-confidence that assures 

us that we are in good standing with the Lord (See Luke 18:10-12 and 1 Corinthians 

10:12). A suitable reminder is found also in 2 Timothy 2:24-26, notice: 

"The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able 

to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are 

in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the 

knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from 

the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will." 

 

The first five verses of chapter six are concerning a brother who has fallen and the 

responsibility of others within the body to work to bring about his restoration. Christians, 

having the desire to do the will of Christ, are empowered and enabled to follow through 

to the divinely desired result by adhering to the Scripture directives. Christians obey the 

powerful word of God and heaven's purposes are accomplished (cf. Isaiah 55:11), "the 

outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls." (1 Peter 1:9). When brotherly love is 

displayed in such a manner that is described in the Scriptures, the probability is increased 

that the erring brother's heart will be pierced sufficiently to bring about his repentance. 

His soul is set aright! 

- Gary Smalley 

 

  



* "Calling attention to the faults of others never rids us of our faults!" 

 

* "You can never ascertain your real wealth by consulting your bank account!" 

 

* "It is better to be despised for doing right than praised for doing wrong!" 

 

* "No atheist can injure the Bible's influence as thoroughly as a Christian who disregards 

it in his daily life!" 

 

* "Christians keep the faith, but not from others!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


