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Reverence 

 

"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby 

we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming 

fire." (Hebrews 12:28, 29.) 

 

These verses call to our attention the fact that Christians are to reverence God. However, 

in this age when many show little or no respect for anyone or anything, it is not uncommon 

to find irreverence to God on every hand. Irreverence is a sin against which we must ever 

be on guard; lest it creep into our lives and, as a deadly disease, eat away the spirituality. 

 

Those who reverence God as they should will one day be ushered into that eternal city; 

there to dwell throughout the endless ages. This being the case, we need to understand 

what it means to have a proper reverence for God. 

 

His Person — His Being 

 

If I am to have a proper reverence for God, I must reverence His Person, His Being. The 

Bible pictures God as being good (Romans 2:4), merciful (Titus 3:5), holy (Psalm 22:3), 

eternal, immortal, invisible (1 Timothy 1:17), powerful (Genesis 1:1), etc. Surely, such a 

being is worthy of reverence! In Revelation four and five we are given a view of heaven 

and are caused to be cognizant of the fact that God is worthy of praise. We should praise 

Him in song, in prayer, in conversation, and in life itself. 

 

His Name 

 

In order to have a proper reverence for God one must reverence His Name. Israel was 

thus commanded (Leviticus 22:2; Exodus 20:7). His is a glorious (Nehemiah 9:5), an 

excellent (Psalm 8:9), a holy and reverend (Psalm 111:9), an everlasting (Isaiah 63:16) 



name. But, even in view of all of this, a lack of reverence for the name of God is much in 

evidence. 

 

His name is blasphemed by His enemies (Psalm 74:10). Thus, the atheists cry, "There is 

no God." The Psalmist declared, "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God." (Psalm 

53:1.) Someone has added, "But they which are worse than fools have blabbed it right 

out loud." 

 

The name of God is taken in vain by His enemies (Psalm 139:20). For one in deep sorrow 

or agony to cry out, "My God, My God," today, sounds foul. Why is this so? Because the 

enemies of God have, so often, taken His name in vain. It is because God's high and holy 

name has so often been uttered in an irreverent manner. Just to say, "God," sometimes 

sounds dirty! Brethren, let us not be guilty of taking the Father's name in vain. 

 

His Son — Jesus Christ 

 

One in order to show proper reverence for God must reverence His Son, Jesus Christ. 

The infidel manifests a lack of reverence for Jesus and lowers Him to the level of an 

illegitimate child. Denominational names show disrespect for the Christ. Irreverence for 

Jesus Christ is shown in bringing dishonor to the name "Christian." It is further evidenced 

in bringing reproach to His bride, the church. 

 

Christians can cause the Lord's church to be reproached by engaging in worldliness, by 

compromising with sin, by manifesting indifference, and by their attitudes and behavior in 

worship. 

 

In regard to the latter, I ask if you have ever seen parents who let their children wander 

around the building during worship? Perhaps you have noticed young people (or older 

ones) whispering, courting, looking at pictures, writing notes, or doing something similar. 

During worship there are at times brethren who daydream, sleep, play with babies, etc. 

Or it may be that the members are generally noisy. All of this is a manifestation of 

irreverence for Jesus Christ and the Father. 

 

His Word — The Bible 

 

We must, if we are to evince proper reverence for God, reverence His Word, the Bible. 

Men have ever taught to highly regard the Word of God (Proverbs 28:9; 30:5-6; Psalm 

119:103-104, 130-131; cp. Hebrews 11:6 with Romans 10:17). To hear and not obey is 

to show disrespect and irreverence for His Word (Ezekiel 33:31; James 1:21-22). His 

every command, applicable to us, is to be obeyed. Are we willing to do this? 



Yes, we should learn to "serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our 

God is a consuming fire." 

- Roger M. Hendriks, via The Gospel Guardian, May 8, 1958 

 

LET THE REDEEMED SAY SO! 

 

It is written in the Psalms, "0 give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy 

endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from 

the hand of the enemy." (Psalm 107:1-2). The Psalmist herein has reference to Israel 

praising God for his many mercies. Thusly they are instructed to give thanks unto the 

Lord, especially the redeemed should say so! We today need to let people know that we 

have been redeemed. 

 

(1) We are Redeemed by the Blood of Christ. "In whom (i.e., Christ - WP) we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 

grace." (Ephesians 1:7). To be redeemed is to be bought back. Paul said that we are 

"purchased" by the blood of Christ in Acts 20:28. If one has been redeemed by the blood 

then we should be those WHO SAY SO! 

 

(2) Our Redemption Was Not Bought with Money. "Forasmuch as ye know that ye 

were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 

received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot." (1 Peter 1:18-19). We need to SAY SO! 

 

(3) Redemption is in Christ. While by His blood, one must still be IN Christ to receive 

the redemption He purchased for us. "Being justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus." (Romans 3:24). Yes, Paul taught that redemption is 

in Christ. Since redemption is in Christ, we need TO SAY SO! 

 

But the question comes: How does one "get into Christ?" Answer: by baptism: "For as 

many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." (Galatians 3:27). And 

since one must be baptized into Christ to be in (or put on) Christ where redemption is, 

WE NEED TO SAY SO! 

- Wendell M. Powell, via The Charlotte Lamp, 08/26/2012 

 

  



Lord Jesus, the Master Teacher! 

 

The Lord Jesus, the Master Teacher, used many illustrations from everyday life to teach 

His hearers essential spiritual truth needed to escape sin's consequences resulting in 

forgiveness and fellowship with God. Illustrations of the familiar were commonly used to 

convey a wide variety of ideas. A common and most effective way to teach something 

unknown is to compare it to something that is known. When the Lord said, "Follow Me, 

and I will make you fishers of men." (Matthew 4:19), two fishermen, Simon Peter and 

Andrew, certainly understood the meaning of Jesus' words. When a pearl merchant found 

"one pearl of great value," Jesus' listeners were not surprised to hear that "he went and 

sold all that he had and bought it." (Matthew 13:45-46). The Lord stated this familiar 

situation to illustrate the great value of the kingdom of heaven and the maximum effort 

that would be put forth to obtain it by one appreciating its priceless worth. 

 

Christ illustrated spiritual truth with stories of comparison known as parables. These have 

been defined as earthly stories with a heavenly meaning. There were also shorter 

figurative sayings of Christ (cf. Luke 4:23). The Master Teacher was brilliant in His use of 

the familiar to spark understanding and remembrance in His listeners. What person is 

there who does not appreciate a good story? Even children can recall the parables of the 

Lord, even if they do not choose to benefit from their precious lessons. 

 

True-to-life things, material matters, strike a chord of familiarity in all of us, helping us see 

and remember principles that count in the unseen, spiritual realm. A farmer sows seed in 

the springtime, harvest workers separate the wheat from the chaff, foolish builders fail to 

build on a suitable foundation, a good shepherd searches diligently for a lost sheep, and 

we understand a woman's joy at finding a lost silver coin. 

 

I love the fact that my Lord is a Master Teacher. How inviting He is while teaching, 

engaging us to think for ourselves and draw conclusions that we were led to by His wise 

methods. "What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?" (Luke 13:18). 

"What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not 

leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds 

it?" (Luke 15:4). "What, then, will the owner of the vineyard do to them?" [the vine-growers 

who killed his son] (Luke 20:15). "What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of 

the earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?" (Matthew 17:25). 

"But what do you think?" (Matthew 21:28). "Have you never read what David did …" (Mark 

2:25). "What do you think?" (Matthew 18:12). "How is it that the scribes say that the Christ 

is the son of David?" (Mark 12:35). "What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?" 

(Luke 10:26). 

 



The Master Teacher teaches us. We are the subjects who must learn. To become His 

people we must hear, believe and obey the call of the gospel of Christ (2 Thessalonians 

2:14; Acts 2:37-41; Romans 1:5; 16:26). When we learn His gospel, we must walk in it. 

We live either in darkness (in sin, unacceptable unto God), or we live in the light (in truth, 

acceptable to God). Our Master Teacher directs us to the Light! 

 

Our Master Teacher is also King in God's kingdom, Shepherd of the flock and Head of 

the body. As King, He rules over all citizens who will be subject to Him. As Shepherd, He 

protects the sheep. As Head of the body He authoritatively directs all of its activities. As 

the Vine, He gives life to each branch abiding in Him, and without whom there can be no 

fruit. 

 

Is Jesus Christ your Master Teacher? 

- Gary Smalley 

 

* "Opening the Bible can be a real eye opener!" 

* "People are like tea bags; put them in hot water to know how strong they are!" 

* "Nothing ruins the truth like stretching it!" 

* "On the race track of life make pit stops: Pray, Inspire, Touch!" 

* "People are lonely because they build walls instead of bridges!" 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

HEAR THE GOSPEL 
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17) 

 

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6) 

 

REPENT OF PAST SINS 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30) 

 

CONFESS CHRIST 
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37) 

 

BE BAPTIZED 
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21) 

 

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25) 


