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"Preach the Gospel in Love"

Frequently one hears: "Preach the gospel in love, and let those who differ with you alone."
| do wonder just what is meant by such advice, and who would be pleased if one followed
it.

| am told that forty years ago those who were contented to be Christians only, refusing to
become members of sectarian bodies or in any way affiliate with sectarian bodies, were
bold in condemning all human creeds and rules of discipline made by men to be used in
religious services. It is affirmed that they were not backward in reading from the Methodist
"Discipline,"” Baptist "Manual," Presbyterian "Confession of Faith,” and other human
creeds, and pointing out the places where they contradict the Bible. In many instances
the church which subscribed to the human creeds resented such a course - not that they
objected to one reading their creeds, but they were not pleased when they were adversely
criticized. Often they were provoked to debates by such criticisms.

Times have changed. Forty years ago we did not have the means of transportation now
at our command, nor did we have some of the latest ways of communication now used.
There has been a marked change in the dress of women and, too, men's clothes have
different lines. It is affirmed by some that law observance is not what it was forty years
ago. Though there were some desperadoes then, there are many more now; and that
even among those who are counted good citizens there are to be found some who think
lightly of and disregard some of the laws in our statute books. It seems that there is the
spirit of disregarding the law spread throughout the land, and the very spirit leads one to
have no respect for the law of God.

In some places if the preacher brings to the attention of the audience the teachings of the
Methodists, or others, who believe in infant baptism, and then shows that such doctrine
is not found in the Bible, some members of the church or a number of members take him
to task, insisting that he should "preach the gospel in love" and "let other people alone.”
It is brought to his attention that some of the members had with them, by invitation, people



who believe it is right to baptize infants, and it is not treating them right to invite them to
our services and then have them subjected to the humiliation of hearing what they believe
criticized.

It is a question with me: "How can | preach the gospel and let other people alone?" | am
certain | know how to "preach the gospel in love," but how to preach the gospel and "let
other people alone" gives me no little concern -- if | am obligated to let them "alone." | do
wonder how | can condemn sin and "let other people alone"? In my audience is a man
who occasionally gets drunk, another person who gambles, another who is profane, and
another who is living in adultery. Can | do my duty as a preacher and make no reference
to such sins?

If I insist that one must repent to be saved, | run counter to the teaching of the
Presbyterians and Primitive Baptists, for they insist that salvation is independent of any
conditions - that one repents after he is saved! | cannot preach that repentance is
necessary to salvation and let the Presbyterians and Primitive Baptists alone. If | teach
that we do not have apostles on earth, active in the church, teaching and preaching, the
Mormons declare that | am wrong that there are apostles now in the church teaching as
in the days of Paul. How can | preach that we do not have apostles now, that all who
profess to be apostles are impostors, and "let other people alone," seeing the Mormons
declare they have apostles now? How can | preach that Jesus is the Christ and "let other
people alone" seeing the Jew declares that Jesus was an impostor? If | preach that water,
water alone, water unmixed with some other element, was never by God's authority
sprinkled or poured on any man for anything, can | let the Methodists and Presbyterians
alone?

If you take careful notice, you will find that in the audience you seldom see a Roman
Catholic or Mormon; and the preacher is not taken to task though he makes reference by
name to what these people teach and offers adverse criticisms of their teachings and
practice. | am unable to see how they are benefitted if they do not hear what is said.

| am told by some brother who has never preached a sermon in all his life that | should
teach the truth - that is, teach the people what they should do and make no reference to
what others teach, or to what is false in teachings and practices of others. | do wonder if
there is a parent in all the land who has not warned his children against the things he
should not do -- have you spent all your time telling the children what they should do, with
never a reference to the things they should not do? Do we find in the Bible that God has
taught only what we should do, with never a reference to what we should not do? Did
Jesus call sects by name and condemn their teaching?



| am disgusted with the maudlin spirit rife throughout the land. Some man is guilty of a
certain offense against God and society -- he has flaunted the law of the land. Finally he
is in the clutches of the law, and punishment is meted out to him. Then some man is to
the fore declaring that the punishment is too severe, that mercy should be extended, that
he should not be forced to suffer such severe punishment. So also there are those who
profess to be Christians who are not willing that sin be condemned, false doctrine
exposed, if by so doing some person is humiliated.

The command runs: "Preach the gospel." Brother, do not try to pull the sting from the
statement of Jehovah. When people do not do what God commands, it is because they
do not believe in him; and unless they believe in him they cannot be saved.

- C. R. Nichol (1876-1961), via Truth Magazine, January, 1957

Share o Quote

Regarding "Comfort in Affliction," (2 Thessalonians 1:3-12), Wayne Jackson wrote: "The
apostle begins by thanking God for these brothers, recognizing that their faith was
growing tremendously and their mutual love for one another likewise was increasing.
Faith either grows or it dies. Love either flourishes or it is replaced with suspicion and
bitterness. Paul was proud of these folks, and he could not resist bragging on them to
other churches. Yes, they were subjected to many persecutions which brought sore
afflictions (severe pressures), but they were standing firm in their faith in the Lord (v. 4)."

- New Testament Commentary, 446.

Clippings
Seventh Day Adventists claim there is a difference between the "law of the Lord" which
they identify with the ten commandments and the "ceremonial law"; they say this
"ceremonial law" was the one taken away by Christ on Calvary, and that the "law of the
Lord" is still binding on people today. But observe that when Jesus was born, his parents
came to "offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” (Luke 2:24). Thus the so-called "ceremonial law" is

distinctly called "the law of the Lord". Let some Adventist explain it for us!
- Unknown

"He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. Yes, You
will cast all their sins Into the depths of the sea." (Micah 7:19).



Far Away

Psalm 103:12 says, "As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our
transgressions from us." No person should be aware of our transgressions any more than
we are. We cringe at our own failures. We are aware of our own shortcomings and are
disturbed by them. When other people are added to the mix, their memories can be quite
long, and they may even remind us often, or we feel like they are. We would be much
worse off if our heavenly Father is like this.

God's forgiveness has a depth to its completeness that men generally do not know. When
God forgives, He does not do it half way. He totally removes our sins so that remembrance
of them does not exist; He removes them by an indescribable distance. Think of this:
whatever God does, He does perfectly and thoroughly. The Hebrews writer declared,
"FOR | WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND | WILL REMEMBER THEIR
SINS NO MORE." (Hebrews 8:12). Isaiah had stated long ago, "He will abundantly
pardon.” (Isaiah 55:7).

As a Christian, brother, once you confess your sins to God and turn away from them, they
are thoroughly and completely gone! He erases the iniquities we have committed! East
and west will never meet! God is not like man. He is not harsh and demeaning as he
graciously extends His forgiveness. And this truth should be sufficient motivation for us
to extend this kind of forgiveness to others. Want to learn how to forgive others who sin

against you? Look at the model of the heavenly Father's mercy!
- Gary Smalley

* "Men will die, this is sure, sin the cause, Christ the cure!"
* "Many Give God credit, few give him cash!"

*"Love is the only language that everyone understands!"
* "Life has many choices, Eternity has two. What's yours?"

* "Never ask God to bless what His Word calls sin!"



What Must | Do To Be Saved?

HEAR THE GOSPEL
(Romans 10:14-17; John 20:30-31; Romans 1:15-17)

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST
(Acts 8:37; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6)

REPENT OF PAST SINS
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30)

CONFESS CHRIST
(Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37)

BE BAPTIZED
(Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-39; 1 Peter 3:21)

LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE
(Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-11; John 15:1-8; Hebrews 10:23-25)



